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norable and vertuous Lady, the P SOV" 


Francis Ric u his wife, $ 
wiſheth all rrue comfatt; in 
is life, and crernall 1 
kappinefle in the: .” T3 
lfe to come, 


F5 reported, dhe : 
When one preſen- | 
"pnto Antpater,, 


A2 Fowl 
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|that bee reiefte 


Taz Episr in 


ins of Macedon, a 
Ki Ap a panes 
it with 

this anſwer, [ am not at 
leaſure: your Honor ſhal| 
finde this a treatiſe ten- 
aing to Happineſle,and] 


ſhewing the way to eucr- 


laſting bleſledneſle, yer}, 
F aſſure ny ſelfeirty Lalll 
finde better entexty bol.. 
ment at Jour 4 We sy 
and that »u by 
finde leaſure 3 


leaſure to peruſe it. | 


muſt ingentonſly confeſſe, 


\this Well (ball delight 
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that many haue many! 


as = al 
points of doflrine deliue-| 


baue done it after ano- 
ther method. It the wa- 
ter I haue drawne from 


Jon, I hope it will not taſt 
being brought 


we you in thr veſſel. F 


uids blefled Man : or, 


red in this treatiſe * yet f- --: 
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a ſhort Expoſiuon of 
the firſt Palme, dtre- 
fins a man how he may 
be truly bleſſed. Ft ts not 
without deſert that Ie- 
rome doth call this booke 
of the P/almes, T he 


crealury of learning : 


for ontof it moſt frequent 


teſtimonies are bro 


himſelfe. And thisy 
P ſalme u a Compenag) 
an abſtratt of the w 


bocke of pſalmes, dire- 


by our bleſſed Jan ur E. 


ting 


Dup1icatoRry. 


ding the way to true hap- 
ineſſe. T he text [ am 


purpoſe,but for my man- 
ner of handling it,I leaue 
it tothe cenſure of Gods 
(Church. In preaching I 
haue ener counted plain- 


neſſe the beſt eloquence: 


ſ 


| apd the carriageof mat-/ 
| p, that thoſe of the 


\ |/0Weft Foorme may learne 
amen. at, the ſounde/t 
and the ſureſt learning. 


For ſurely we are ſo fal- 
A4z len 


| ſure i excellent for the 
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Tus Eptsri | *| 
len into the dregges of 
time, which being the 
laſt,muſt needs be worſt, 
that Security hath ſo 
poſſeſſed all «Men, 
that they will not bee 
awaked : but if at any| 
time the word of God, or 
any good motion of God 
Spirit hath met with the, 
preſently Security wiu[8 
pers them in thecale 
eare, that thougbi# Fe-fit 
to thinke of ſuch thinvs, 
yet it "15 not yet time. 
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Youth = 4 privi-| 
|| |ledge, though many mil-|\ 
| }hons ef yong men are in 
| [hell for want of timely] 
repentance. And Pre- 
{ſumption warants them 
|in the other eare, that| | 
they may haue time here- 
after. And thus men 
{pend their dayes, vntill 
at laſt their houre-glaſſe 
berun, and time then 1 | 
paſt.” Now if your Ho- 
nor ſhal lay this ta heart 
in the flrength of 'your| 
yeares| ' | 
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| Mary her box of 


Tus Evrisrie 


rn, i it ſhall bee 70ur 
chiefeſt wiſedome. And 
if to be religious in all a- 
ges hath been held to bee 
true honor : how much 
more honorable is it in ſo 
impious an age? Ftis re- 
ligion and godlineſſe that 
al embalme your name 


and make it ſhine before 


men, and plorifie you 
ſoule amongſt Angels 


ment ſhall neuer be for- 


gotten: for Godlineſfe 


hath! 
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hath the pronuſe of. 


this life, & that which 
is to come: and without 
it there is no internall 
comfort to bee found in 
conſcience, nor externall 
peace to be looked for in 
this world, nor eternal 
happineſſe to bee hoped 
for in the next. N ow, 


bow can Relivion but 


|promu/e to herſelf a $ea- 


lous patron of your honor, 
being the ſon C* heire of 


Jogrations and religious 
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Tax Episrie 


I: hisener fro the purpoſe 


a father, who hath ſhe- 
wea bimſelfe a faithful 
Dore-keeper in the 
houſe of his God ? Let 
his godly example teach 
you not to drinke of thoſe 
ſtolen waters, or rather 
indeede the bloud of 
ſonles,wherwith too ma- 
ny in theſe gold-thirſty 
dates doe purchaſe A- 
cheldamia vnto them oF 


theirs. T he Lord keepe 


of heart in bu ſeruants, 


who 
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who haue ſo honourable 
and weighty a truſt com-| 
mitted vnto them. Let| 
that exhortation of Da- 
uid to hs ſon Salomon 
be ever in your honorable 


mon my ſonne, knowe 
chou the God of thy] 
|Father,and ſerue him 
[with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing| 
minde : for the Lor 
ſearcheth all hearts; 


and ynderſtandeth 


minde: And thou Salo- 
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Taz EriSTLA 


all the i imaginations of 
the choughts : If thou 


leeke him hee will bee 


found of thee, bur if 


thou forſake him hee 
will caſt thee off for e- 
uer. T he God of heauen 
ſo vouchſafe to water you 


"landyours, with the dew 


of heauen, that with the 


you may proſper as 
trees of his planting: 
and ſo bring forth fruit 


in due ſeaſon im this 


life, 


| 20dly man in this pſalme | 
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life, that at the end of 
this life your reward 
may be'tbe beginning of 
this Pſalme, enen True 
Bleſſedneſle. T hus in all 
dutifull bumility [ reft, 


Roxwell this 20. of 
[[uly. 1 G1 4+ 
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Tour Flonors remen- 
brancer to the throne 
of Grace, 
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Dog. 9. 4 godly man ſinnes not 
with deliberation. pag. 
DoR. 10. wicked men proceed by 
| degrees to be exceeding ſinful. $7 
Do. r1, The marke of a lewd 
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DoR.r. N of to do ewill is not ſuf- 
| . fiecient, i is damnable not to 
- doe good, p4g.104 
Do@.z. 4 godly man performes 
- godly dures cheerfully pag. 110 
Do&.3. The law of God 15 a godly 

mans chiefe delight. pag. 120 
\Do&. 4. 4 godly mar {as ſome 

- time a park every day for Gods 
\ ſerntce. | P4E.127 
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Do&.4. Only theregenerate man 
is happy and bleſſed. p.153 
DoR.s5. Members of Jeſus Chriſt 
are euer fruit full. pag. 166 


Do. 2. 4 double wſe of all the 


 ercatures of God. pag.143' 
| Do@.3. AM men that are not in-\ 


graf ted inte Jeſus Chriſt,are mi. 
ſerable. P48-147 


Do&.s. A true note of a godly 
man to waite all opportunities 

fo doe good, . _. pag.n84 
Do&.7. Perſeuerance required in 
each childe of God, pag.189 
Do&.8. By our vnion with Chriſt 
we are made [ure of perſenerance. 
{ 198 

DoR. 9. God doth ener bleſſe the 
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pag. 205 
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Do&.z. The deftruftion of the 
wicked is varenebghle P49. 245 
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of :1udgement proued. pag.250 
| Dotu2-AU mankinde ainided in- 
totwo rankes. par. 261 
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Do&t.a: The Lord hates 8 wicked 
man end all be aoth. pag. 273 


—— 


A prayer for the Merttitng. pe. 277 
| Aprater for the Egening. p. 285 


| I-07 A | 


—_— 


[1,-24® a. £ 
V//JDI <6" 


A Plaine and Familiar 
Expoſition vpon the firſt 
Pfalme; firſt Preached, and 


now publiſhed for the be- 
nefice of Gods Church, 


FOR ny 


be Firſt Pſalme. 
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VERSE. 1, 


Bleſſed is the man that doth not 
walke in the counſel! of the wic- 
ked, nor ſtand in the way of 
ſinners, nor ſitteth in the ſeate 


of the ſcornefull. 


| — 


| ' Ont 
| OnxcrzrininG theBook parka 
of the Pſalmes, it 14 an |p/yimis2 


Epitome of the - w hole |Auguſt. 
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Idem. 


Dexids Bleſſed Man. V nn 1." 
Bible, teaching vs what wee are to 
beleeue and doc both to Gop and 
man: in which we may,as ina glaſſe, 
cleerely behold the Nature of G op, 
his Wiſedome, Goodneſſe,and Mer- 


| of his fearefull wrath an 


cy towards his Church and Chil. 
dren; 2$ alſo moſt notable es 

venge- 
_ againſt the wicked and yn- 

O 

; If men would learne toproy vnto 
God, and craueforany mercy and 
bleſſing at his hands: Loe heere bee 
excellent plat-formes of true hearty 
and earneſt prayers: Tf men would 


ine a give thankes for bleſſings receiued, 
me ici bo. or for iudgerents eſcaped , or for 
ni & quod deliverance from wicked and yn- 
ad vtilitate godly men, heere bee moſt worth 


anime pY- examples and direQtions. Againe, if 
tanet proce- 


dat ex ipſis. 


men would finde comfort ip temp- 
tation, trouble, and afliftion, and 
learne with patience to beare them, 
thereis no'part of the Bible more 
ſweete and comfortable ; then this 
Booke of the Pſalmes : And there= 
fore it ſhould bee our delight and 


ſtudy: 


T 


| 
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EN] 
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| euery faithfull Chriftian, to the dil 


{ like it was, or by Eſdrar, who is ra- 


{yolume or Book as now we hauethe, 


| — 


V 8R-I. Daxids Bleſſed Man, 
| ſtudy, and wee ought co jpend ine 


moretimein the reading and inthe 
meditating of ſo excellent and wor- 
thy a Booke. 

This Pſalme is ſet downe before 
the reſt, asa Preface to ſtirre vp 


ligentand carefull Rudy of the hol 
Scriptures, and the bleſſed Booke of 
Go DÞ as our Sauiour ſaith, Scarch the 
Scriptures, &c, Becauſe chat will 
bring a man torrue happineſſe in the 
end; namely, to know Gop tobe 
his Gop, toknow leſus Chrift, to 
know himſelfe,&ro dire&t himin the 
narrow way that leaderh ynto life. 
This firſt Palme is ſer downe 
without any inſcription, and there- 
fore it is vncertaine by whom it was 
penned; whether by Daxid, as moſi 


ther thought to haue gathered them 
rogether,& ioyned them thus in one 


This Pfalme doth teach vs theſe 


rwo worthy points;namely,howthe | 


Y [8o0ke of 


to the 
whole 


Dſalmes. 


lohn 5.39 | 


aus and 
Hilar, af 
hrme. - 


godly man lives and walkes ia this 
© 


2 world; 


Chis rai 
15a preface, 
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{ eternall judgements arepreparedfor 


| "Danids Bleſſed Man, Vu x1. 
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world,what manner of life hee leads 
on earth, and alſo what happineſſe 
& bleſſedneſſe is reſerued for him in 
the hfe to come in heauen, v.1.2.43+ 
The ſecond part ſhewes the contrary 
life of the wicked and vngodly, as 
| alſo what fearefull vengeance and 


them.ver.4.5. And the parts of this 
Pſalme are two: In the former parr is 
a deſcription of the contrary eſtate 
of the godly man and the wicked 
man; namely, that the godly man is 
certainely bleſſed, &the wicked man 
curſed, in the fiue firſt verſes. The 
other part ſhews the chiefe cauſe of 
the happines of the one,& the miſery 
of the ether, verſe the ſixth : Becanſe 
God knoweth; That is, likes, loues,and 
allowes; yea doth bleſſe and proſper 
the way of the one, but he haces,ab. 
horres, and diſlikes the way of the 0- 
ther,and G op doth curfe it & make 
it moſt ynhappy and miſerable ynts 
therw: So that wee ſee the ſumme of} 
this Pſalme is this, that thoſe ate 


| 


| bleſſed whoſe way,that is, whoſe = 
X and 


"Ss. 
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Van t. Daxids Bleſſed Man, 


& conuerſation the Lord loues, likes 
and allows of, ſo as he doth cireRt & 
bleſſe ic : Bur the Lord allowes and 
takes care of the way of the righte- 
ous and godly man, therefore the 
godly man 15 blefſed, 
Now ſeeing this is the maine Pro. 
ofition of this Plalme co proue that 
the godly are bleſled : Therefore the 
Prophet doth firſt ſhew who bee 
truely godly,as yerſe 1. 2, andthen 
wherein their bleſſednefle doth con- 
ift,v.3. 

The godly man is deſcribed ewo 
waies : Firſt, Negatiuely, ſhewing 
what hee doth carefully ſhunne and 
auoid, vr, Secondly, Affirmatiuecly, 
ſhewing what he doth carefully em- | 
brace and follow,v.2. 

Concerning the things which the 
godly man doth euer carefully ſhun | 
and auoide,they are heere laid down 
to bee three in number, by a moſt 
excellent kind of ſpeech, laid downe 
by way of. gradation, whereia the 
Prophet ſhewes how men proceede 
by degrees to bee wicked, for there 
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Prou.4-14- 


Threeſorts is an increaſe and proceeding in fin, 
: wicked] as wee may ſee in euery ſtep of this | 
men. 


the fin it ſelfe. 


councell of the wicked | Where we ſee 


originall word ſignificth a mat) that 
is neuer quiet, buteuerthinking or 
doing ſomething that is eull, like 
the raging ſea whoſe minde is euer 
troubled and tempred with euill 
thoughts and perturbations. By 


Counſell hee vnderftandeth heere 


forward, and labour to draw others 
to the like, according to that of 
Sal1mon: My ſonne, if ſinners tntiſe thee 
conſent thou not, if they ſay come let vs 
lay maite for bland, &c. So that the 


Prophet meaneth heere , that hee 15 


by himſelfe doth commir the ſame as 
ſinners do: 


| The 
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\ 


bleſſed that ioyneth not himſelfeto| 
commit finne with the yngodly, nor 


gradation; firſt, in the perſons, ſe- | 
condly,inthe manner,and thirdly in | 


Firſt | Hee doth not walke in thel 


che perſons are ſaid to be wicked; the | 


the craftes and ſubtelties of the wic- } 
ked, by which they puſh themſelues | 


, 


|} Dauids Bleſſed Man.- Vu | 
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Vu x-I. Davids Bleſſed Mas. 


company hee doth auoid are called 
Sinzers;the word (ignifies ſuch as net 
onely arc of a naughty hearr,and be. 
ing ſeduced by bad counſell, liuc in 
finne ; bur ſuch as delight in fin, and 
 haus in them a conſtant and ſctled 
purpolc to liue in finne. 

' The third ſort of euill men, whoſe 
company hee deth auoid,are called, 
Scorners: And they are ſuch kinde of 
wicked men, as being hardened in 
beart, do ftill confirme themſclues in 
their wicked life, and get ſuch a ha- 
bite and cuſtome in finne that th 
ſhame notrto make amocke of G op 
and all godlinefſe,and euento bleate 
ourtthe _— atReligion and Chri. 
ſtian piety,ſo that as they are wicked 
in heart, andlewd in life, ſo bethey | 
alſo hardened and confirmed in 
both of them, for by Seate,he noteth 
the fellowſhip and ſociety with the 


vngodly, 


| | Theſccond ſort of cuill men,whoſe | 


AS. 
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| Secondly, concerning the action, Their aQi- 
the firftis, to walke in the counſell of = 


the withed : To walke, is toliue and | 
C 4 frame 
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'Rom.12.2, 


lrame his life 40 affect and 2pproue 


lend his eare to the peruefſe and 


| naughty councell of vngodly-men, 
Touch lefle will hee bee brought to 
|$59me his life after their Wicked 


wajes. 

The ſecond aQtion or cduatitiog 
of a fianer is Frandrup; 25 the former 
is in heart to hike, loue, and-approue 
of the wates of chegvicked, this 1s to 
obey them and follow-rhem intothe 
ſame « xcefle of r10::So that the mea- 
ning of che Propher is, that agodly 
man doth not like, 1-ue, nor follow, 
that kind of lite, -or converſation, 
which wicked men-dovte, and ſuch 
as bee given to finne; according to 
thar of the Apoſtle, Faſtiondiet Jour 
ſelues like vito the world : but doth 


auoidir, 

The'third euil! which the godly 
man doth moſt carefully tee * in 
thele words , and barh not ſit 195 the 
aſſemlty of che On wins iswihnor 


Davids Blſed May, Vas. tel 


of the waies and counſels of wicked 


men, neither will hee once liften ar | 


by all meancs-poſſhbly ſhunne and | 


—_ —— —_ 2. 4 


bee | 
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Vent. Davids Bleſſed Man. 
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be familiar, and haue acquaintance, 
with tuch as be mockers of God,and 
all good duties; he will not be cheir 
Companion, nor keepe them com. 
pany, who doe openly profcfle im- 
piety , whomakea ſcoffe ar all reli. 
gion, ſcorne the word of God, and 
contemne the Seruants of Gup 
Theſe be the ttiree enills which the 


and auoyde, 

In the {econdgVerſe the Prophet 
defcribes a godly man aff matiuely 
fhewing what he doth m-"ſt careful 
ly embrace and follow; As it he« 
ſhould fay , He is a bl: fled man thor 
abſtaines from cuill: If ſo be withal! 
he delightto doe good, fo hee Joe 
willingly yeeld himſclfe co perform 
obedience to the will of God, and 
conforme all his thoughts, v ordes, 
and deedes tothe will of God. 

Now the good things which he! 
muſt do are containd in two words ;, 
Firft, Hit delight muſt be in the L1w of 

the Lord; Secondly, He muft meditate” 
. Bur 
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gndly mandoth meſt caretully ſhun | 


The godly 


nans de 


{cr 1pcon 
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10 | Danids Bleſſed Man. Van. 7. 


|ing ofeuill, and his carefull and re- 


But his delight , that is, the godly 
man,vrho is truely happy and bleſſed, 
indeede, doth ML 6 loue the 
Lawe, that is, the word of God, and 
that heauenly dofrine, wherein is 
reucaled the will of God, whereun- 
co all our thoughts, words, & works 
mult be conformed , and which ma« 
keth knowne vnto vs the way toe- 
eernall life and ſaluation, 

Secondly, [n this Law he medizates 
day and night : Tnat is, the podlie 
man doth ſer his heart and mind vp- 
on the word and doarine of God;ſo 
as hee doth thinke often, and much 
muſe _ it, it is his daily medira- 
tion, ſo as hee ſerts ſome time apart 
eyery day to ſtudy it; Bothto learne 
out of it how G op muſt be purel 
worſhipped: his owne life cd. 
as alſo to learne theroby how to 
maintaine and keep faith and a good 
conſcience before Gop and man, 
And thus the godly man is deſcribed 
by both parts of his life, his eſchew- 


|ligious performing of good duties, |. 
| 


Se 


we ... 


Vas | 19 © Dauids Bleſſed Man. | IL 
Secondly,as we haue ſcene a god. |[The bap- 
ly man deſcribed, ſo now followerh pinefle 
wherein the happinefſe of this man} © 
coofilts, in « con-f 

This happy man is deſcribed twe fiſts, 
wayes : Fuſt, by a ſimilitude : Se- | 
condly, by theproſperous and good 
ſuccefle of all he doth, 

The happineſle of the godly man 
is deſcribed by a fimilitude, where- 
by a godly man is compared to a 
tree, whichtree is deſcribed. 

Firft,by the place z namely,thatir| x 
is a tree planted, not of ic owne gro- | 
wing , By the waters ſide : Euen b | 
the Feſh and ſpringing riuers, which 
is a reſemblance of our ingrafting 
ioto Ieſus Chriſt by faith, and the 
ſpirituf God; ſoas we receine and | 
draw iuyce and nouriſhment from} | 
him concinually, | 

Secondly,it is deſcribed by an ef-] 3 
fe; namely, That it brings forth frat | 
in dxe ſeaſon : And this 1s a reſem- 
blance of eur regeneration,or of our 
obedience, becauſe the godlic man | 
being ingrafted into lefas 


Chriſt, — — 
doth| | 


or 2 0 OO 


#_ 


Marth.7, 
Plal.92.13 
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doth by vertue of his Reſurre&ion 
bring forth the fruit of faith and 0- 
bedience both to God and man; Is 
due (eaſon, that is, mn time conueni- 
ent,. when it may beſt ſerve for the 
glory of God, andthe good of our 
Neighbour, 

Thirdly, by a contrary property, 
that her leaner dee not fall : that is, in 
time of winter & Rtormes her leaves 
fall not : Andthis is a figne of our 
perſcuerance, that the godly man is 
not offended nor danted with crof- 
ſes, perſecutions, or affictions,or a- 
ny other calamitie whatſoeuer, but 
doth by paticnce poflefle his Soule, 
and by faith wades chroughout all 
theſe dangers. 

Secondly, the happines of a god- 
ly man is deſcribed by that blefſed 
ſucceſſe that Gop gives to all 
his affaires he takes in hand , It Gall 
profþr : Becauſe hee takes them jn 
hand, according to Gods commau- 
dement, and in bis feare, with prai- 
er and calling on the name of the 


< 
—_— I LR 5 o EIS 


|Lord, loſuab 1.8. to the glory of | 
God 


= 
—_— 


Van, Dawids Bleſſed Man, 


Ged and the good of his Neighbor, 

In the ſecond part of the Pſalme, 
the Prophet deſcribeth the moſt mi. 
ſerable and curſed eftate of the wic- 
ked and yngodly, verſ. 4, 5. That it 
is cleane contrarie, That 8s their 
wayes and lines be contrary,ſo their 


Be 


| reward and end is contrary, 


! 


The Prophet deſcribing the cur. 
ſed and miſerable cate of the wic- 
ked ſaith firſt ; "Jt « not ſo with thems : 
that is,the wicked and yngodly men 
are in a far contrary eftate and con- 
dition, They cannot in any caſe bee 
compared tea tree, thatis planted 
by the riuers of waters, that brings 
foorth her fruite in due ſeaſon, and 
whole leafe doth not fall,neither do 
they proſper in their ations, ney- 


; ther doth Go Þ giue ſucceſſe ynto 


| them, 
Bur he ſetteth out the curſed and 

| wretched eſtate of all wicked and 
| yngodly men, by a contrary fimili- 
| tude , comparing them to Chaſfe, 
Which the winde drives away; That 
is,cuenas chaffe hath no roote in the 
earth, 


* — 


| 


——— 
| 
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Wicked 


deſcribed. 


riſhment, muſt needes be fruitlefle 
and drie, ſoas the winde deth moſt 


wicked are not rooted nor groun» 
dedinCunisrt, — 1t coms 
to paſſe, they being vtterly void of 


| all grace of Gods Spirit, that they 


can bring foorth no fruite of good 
workes, neyther can they perſeuere 
intime of temptation, whereby a- 
gaine it comes to paſſe, that they be 
carried awaie with euecric blaft of 
vaine doctrine, and with the leaft 


[forme of rempratien , and blaſt of 


aduerſity they are toffedto and fro; 
| And when the wind of Gods judge- 
ments ſhall blow vpon them, they 
are cleane ſcatrered away, This is 
their eſtate and condition heere in 
this life. 

| And for theireſtate and condition 
in the life to come, the Prophet lay- 
Jeth it downe likewiſe, verſe 5, in 


theſe wordes ; They foall not bee able 


[to flandin Indgement : That is, they 


(hall not be able to ſtand with com- 
fore 
meteor ore II 


eafily ſcatter it away : Euen ſothe| 


| Davids Bleſſed Man: Vum.| 


earth, and wanting all iuyce andno- | 


| 
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fort before the face of the Indge,bur 
ſhall rremble and quake, as not be- 


{ ing able ro endure the angry coun- 


renance of the Tudge. 
Neyther is this all, but they ſhall 
likewiſe bee ſeuered and ſecluded 
from the blefſed companie of the 
godly; That as heere in this life they 
could not abide a godly man , bur 
did hate him, perſecute him, and 
ſhunne his company ; So et the laſt 
day (ſo iuft ſhall their reward be ) 
that they ſhall bee ſeperated from 
them ; And as Goats caſt on the lefr 
hand,there to remaine for euvermore 
intorments, Whichare eaſleſſe and 
remedileſſe, Neither the (ner: tn the 
company of the inſt; thet 1s,in the com- 
pany of thoſe that be iuſtified and 
reconciled to G op in Teſus Chrift, 
which ſhall then inherit the King- 
dome prepared for then, 
Hitherto we have opened the firſt 
part of the Pſalme, containing 
the eſtate and condition of 8 
godly & a wicked man,here in 


this life, & in the life to come. 
| Now 


5 | 


Mat.25.34 


] 


BY 


— 
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The ſec6d Ow followeth the ſecond part | 
enecrall N of the Plalme, i» the laft verſe, | 
Per of the containing the confirmation of that 
Pſalme. doctrine;And that ou: Prophet doth 
by ſhew ing the «fficient cauſe both 
| cfthe bappinefle ofthe one, and the 
miſery & wrerchednes of the other, 
The firſt « ficient cauſe of the hap- 
pinefſe of the godly man is in theſe 
words ; Bueanſe the Lord knowes the 
way of the righteous ; That is,he likes, 
loues, and approoues of it, ſoas he 
deth dirc&R and bleflc it : And there- 
fore it ſhall proſper, | 
And the cauſe why the eftate of | 
the wicked is vahappy, andzheir = | 
ball periſh,is, becauſe the Lord dot 
ot know their way z; that is, he ta- | 
keth no delight in theway, or the 
life of a vicked man : ne loves ir not 
ſoas he ſhould dire and proſper it; 
| And therefore « foal periſh. 


And thus-much forthe meaning 
'fthe words, now let ys come ynto 
the Do&rioes. ; 


Ven 


L-- "Y *=| | 


mm_— —_— _— 


. . 


— 
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VRSE 1, | 
| Bleſſed is the man that hath 
not Fc. | 


Leſſed #9 the man, | or , Oh the 
Bleſſedueſſe of that man , or as it 
is in the Origioall ; Oh the bleſſedueſ- 
[es of that man! They ſeeme to be the 
words of a man,muſing and medita- 
[ting with himſelfe, wherein mans 
'blefſedneſſe ſhould confi. , As if he 
ſhould ſay ſom pronounce him ble. 
ſed that is in honour , Some count 
them bleſſed, that haue abonndance 
of riches ; Some, that liue in plea- 
ſure; Some place ir in one thing, 
ſome in another, But, Ob the bleſſed- 
nes of that man! that feares the Lord, 
that is truely religious, ofthe godly 
and righteous man, 

Hence wee learne this Do&rine, 
That of all men veder Heauen, the 
| godly man alone is blefſed,, and the 

vngodly and wicked man is curſed; 
The righteous man a happy man in 
the ſight of God, when the wicked 
D is 


———_—c ww _— 


Dots. 1, 
The godly 
man alone 
is bleſſed. 


| 


ct, 
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| 
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ee. 


is wretchedand miſerable ; this do- 
Arine is very apparant in the word 


of Gop.' Itische ſcope and drift of 
the whole Scriptures ro prooue this | 
one point ; That the godly man is | 
bleſſed, and the wicked man is cur. 
Plal.rtz, | ſed. Bleſſed © the man that feereth the 
Lord and delighteth in his Commande- 
Plal.119.1-| ment, Bleſſed be they that be vpright in 

| their LOG and waike inthe Lawe of the | 
Pſal.3z. | Lord : Bleſſed ave they that keepe bir 


Pſal.37- | whole heart. Againe, Bleſſed is the 

max whoſe iniquitie 1s fergiuen, and 
1.Tim.4.8. whoſe ounce is conered, Bleſſed ts heeto 
whom the Lord imputeth uo ſinne , and 
| in whoſe ſprite theress noguile» Reade 
| {the ſeven andthirtie Plalme which 
\ſeemethto be penned, of purpoſe, 
to confirme the eucrlaſting cruth of 
\this Doctrine, That the godhe are 
| bleſſed, and the wicked are curſed : 


| teſtimonies, and ſeeke him with their | 


and this bleſſedneſſe of cheirs doth 
not reach onely to this life, but 
alſotothe life to come, according | 
tothat ofthe Apeſtle, Godliner hath 
| wot enely the promiſe of this life, but al- 


ſe 


LO ———— At ——— —_—_ am. 


- RYE he: > 
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| 
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{ 


| /o the Life to come. Yea, if we obſeruec 


| reſtrained to the oodly, As that of 
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the courſe which the Spirit of God 
taketh in the courſe of the whole 
Scriptures , it ſhall make this Do- 
Qrine ſo much the more apparant 
ynto vs; that is, That whereſocuer 
there is a comfort lajied downe in 
the Word , the ſame comfort is ſtill 


the holie Apoſtle Saint Paxl in the 
cight chapter and firſt verſe of his e. 
piftle tothe Romans; There 1 n0 Con- 
d:e:nation; A marucllous comfort to 
heare, that wee are freed from that 
heauie and grieuous curffe which 
we had incurred byreaſon of finne: 
yet leſt che wicked ſhovld preſume 

hereby, and cake it vnto themſelues, 
vato whom in no wiſe it doth be- 
long; The Apoftle reftrainerh the | 
conifort in the.ſame Verſe, to them | 
that arein ( hbrift Teſws : 2nd leſt men 
ſhould deceive themſelues, ro rake 
this comfort to themſelues, voto 
whom 1: dothnoet belong , he mar- 
keth them our, as it were, in their 


| 


fore-heads , ſaying; They are ſuch pj, r5 
D 2 Jp, t 


—__— i 


mt. i 


_ " . . 


—— A het ths. —_— 


as walke not after the fleſh, but after the 
Spirit. The like of David, Lord who 
ſhall enter into thy holie tabernacle? c. 
he that hath cleane hands and pare beart 
FC. 

Beſides,none are blefſed but ſuch 
as be in the fauour of God, as the 


( Prophet Daxid faith , In thy favour 


# life, ſuch as be reconciled to God 
in Ieſus Chriſt. As for ſuch as be our 
ofhis fauour, they be curſed and mi- 
ſerable, be they what they will be: 
Now onely the godly man that is 
hambled, thatis ſanRified , that is 
borne anew, is hee alone that isin 
the fauour of God ; therefore oneliec 
the godly man is bleſſed. 

Wherein ſtands the bleſſednefle 
of Gods children, of a godly and a 
righteous man? 

I anſwerinthis , that a godly man 
that is humbled for his finnes,is now 
reconciled to God, ſoas Gop the 
Father becomes his Father , adoprs 
him to be his Childe, loues him, and 
delights in him as his Child ; Behoy4 


| what loxe the Father hath ginen vs th 


—_— _— 
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wee ſhould be called the Sonnerof Go v; 
And heereupon come the amiable 
and loue titles that Cur1sT giueth 
vnto his Church; Open vnto mee my 
Siſter, my Loue,my Done, Vndefiled,; 
Great are the affeQions of feruenc 
loue that parents, beare towards 


their children , which none can ex. | 
preſſe bur they that feele; And yet all 
theirloue is nothing in compariſon 
of the loue of G op towards his 
children; this the Prophet teacheth, 
{ana woman forget her childe, and not 
hane compaſſion on the ſonne of her 
wombe, yet will not I forget thee, 
Another part of the happineſlſe of 
a godly man doth conſiſt in this, that 
hee hath aſſurance of the pardon of 
his ſinnes, that they bee all done 


{ 


Pal, rog. 


Efay 49.15 


away, and ſhall neuer bee laid to his 
charge, but are waſhed away inthe 
bloud of Its vs Cunisr, accor- 
ding to that of the Prophet David, 
Bleſſed u he whoſe righteon/neſſe i for- 
ginen, He hath all his finnes originall 
and aQtuall, with the guile 2nd pu- 
niſhment belonging ynto them, 


D 3 freely 
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om.4-F- 
2.Cor.5.19 


om.3.33. 


[Efay 57. 
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Rom.8.1. freely and fully forgiuen vato him: 
Per.2.24-\ And all the righteouſneſſe of 


Cnr1sT freely and fully imputed 
vnto him; andſo Gop is reconci- 
led vnto him, and approueth him 
as righteous in his Gght : And thus 
the Apoſtle reaſoneth 5; Heerein was 


that Ioue of Gon mad: manifeſt 
amongſt 9s, becauſe Gon ſent his 
onely begotten Son into the world , that 
wee might hue through him : Heerein ts 
that lowe not that wee loned G om, but 
that hee loned vsand ſent hy ſonne to 
bee areconciliation for our ſinnes, 
Another part of the happineſſe of 
a godly man doth confilt inthis, that 
hee hath peace of conſcience, 
whereas the wicked and vngodly 
man hath a dead and fleepy conlci- 
ence, orclſe an accuſing conſcience, 
Th:re wu no peace to toe wicked ſaith my 
G &©ps But the godly man that is re- 
concifed to Gop in CunrIsrT, 
bath the free pardon of all his finnes, 
hee hath-ſweetc peace of confſcis 
ence, which doth not accuſe; but 


excuſe himto Gop, yeca hee-bath 


excecding | 


— — — 
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exceeding ioy in 
GnosmT that hee knowes his 
finaes are pardoned, accordingto 
that of the Apoſtle; The krmgdome of 
Gon ſtands not in meate and drinke, 
but in righteouſneſſe, peace, and toy in 
the Hory Gnosrt., Andindeed 
whom ſhould hee feare, or whereof 
ſhould hee bec afraid, Gon ivbe. 
come his Father, the Angels are be- 
come his attendants, they pitchtheir 


Tentes round about them, and haue | 


a charge of them, the Saints in hea- 
uen and earth are their feilow Bre- 
thren, the creatures of Gop are 
their friends , yea their ſeruanrs to 
do them good all their daies. The 
devils nor all the powers of darke- 


nefſe ſhall not hure them ; For 


CnrRisT hath ſpoyled Principalli- Plal.91.1r, 


ties and Powers, and hath made a ew 
of them openly , and hath- triumphed 
ower them wpou the Croſſe; yea, that 
which is more, the Lord Izsvs 
CurisT (to whom all judgement 
is committed) is become their Sa- 
uiour: Sorhat they ſhall nexer come #n- 
| D 4 to 
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Perſefta & 
ab[oluta 

exinſy, ex- 
cuſatioteſti= 
moninum 

conſcientie 
{ae.Bern, 


Plal. 37.25 
Ptal. 34-7. 


Hol. 2.18. 


Col. 2.15, þ 


loh. 5.24. 


| 


| 
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Gal. 2. 20. 
2.Cor.13.5 


Rom.s$. 


'J line, and Chris T lincth in mee; 
This was in /ob when he ſaid, I bnow 


10 condemmation but ſhall paſſe ” \ from | 


death unto life. | 


Laſtly, the oodly mani is aſſured 
that the Kingdome of heaven, and 
eternall life belongs vnto him; And. 
that hee ſhall bee partaker of eter- 
nall glory, life and ſaluation, and 
| | ſhall live in the preſence of Gov 
the Father, Sonne, and Holy Ghoſt 
for euermore; and this aſſurance in 
the godly, is no preſumption bur 
Faith, foreuery godly man hath in 
him the Spirit of Grace & Adoptis; 
and he that hath the Spirit of Adop- 
tion knowes that hee bath ir, and is 
able,through the ſame Spirit, to ſay; 


that my Redeemer lincth, cc. This 
was in Paul, 1 am prrſmad:d that 
neither beighth ner depth, c. Tn theſe 
and the like priuileges ſtands the 
happy and bleſſed eſtate of Gops 
children, 

The vie of this doQrine is mofi 
excellent, for ſeeing the prioiogny 


of Gops children are ſo ertatand s 


— 
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ſo excellent, that therefore they 
muſt needs bee moſt happy and 
bleſſed : For howſocuer the world 
accompt them miſerable, grinning 
at them with their teeth, nodding at 


- [them with their heads, hifſing ar 


them withtheir tongues, and eucry 
way moſt contumeliouſly repro 
ching them with their words;yer we 
ſee heere how deere and precious 
theyare with Gop, and inthere- 
putationof ItESys CurisT, who 
bought themaraprice , and redec- 
med them even with his owne 
bloud: Bebold what lone the Father 
hath ginen to vs that wee ſhould bee cal- 
led the ſornes of Gon, eAnd for thu 
cauſe the world knoweth you not becauſe 
it knoweth not kim, Goy is become 
their Fatherz the Son their Redce» 
mer, & the Holy Ghoſt their San&ti. 
fier,the Angels their attendants, the 
Scriptures their Euidences, and the 


Sacraments Seales vnto the ſame : 
This the Apoſtle teacheth when hee 
ſaith, «AU things are yeurr, and yee 
CuriSTs and CynisT Gons, 


i. 


| 
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r.Pcr.1.18 


1.Cor.z 21 


they | 
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Three 
ſorts of 
en con- 


(futcd. 
I 
Volupru- 


$6 


Luke 12, 
þ 
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They are bleſſed then that are thus | 


reconciled to Gop in Izsys 
CnRIsT : they are bleſſed thar 
have their finnes pardoned and not 
imputed ynto them, they are bleſſed 
that inioy this ſweere peace of con- 
ſcience and ioy in the Holy Ghoſt: 
They are blefſed that haue attained 
to this afſurance that the kingdome 
of heauen, eternall life and faluati- 
on ſhall bee their reward : But the 
ooJly man is partaker of all theſe, 
what then ſhall hinder his happi- 
neſſe? 

This ſeruzth then to confute 
three ſorts of men: Firſtthe Volup- 
tuous man, who placerh his felicity 


and happineſſe, in delights, plea | 


ſures, ſports, and paſtimes , hee 
loues and likes them above all other 
things, and moſt eagerly doth hunt 
after them: This appeared in that 
rich man in the Goſpell, who bad 
his ſoule eate,drink,and be merry,as 


if their were nothing elſe to be loo- 


kedafter, or asif mans chiefe feli- | 


city did conſiſt in theſe things: And 
this' 


P_ 


[ 


it 
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this was the caſe of Salomon in the 
daies of his vanity , vntill hee ſaw 
that all was bur vaine. Let vs chen be 
carefulthart we be not deceiued with 
theſe ſinfull pleaſures of chis life, as 
ro thinke therein wee are happy, 
bur lee vs take heed ynto this hooke 
of fathan leaft wee bee taken within 
his ſnare, Ir is written, ro the cuer- 
laſting commendation of tMoſer, 
that hee refuſed to be called the ſon 
of Pharoahs daughter , and choſe 
rather to ſuffer aduerfiry with the 
people of G ©», then to enioy the 
pleaſures of finne for a ſeaſon, cſtee.- 
ming the rebuke of Cyr1srT grea- 
terriches then the treaſures of Egype, 
for hee had reſpect vatothe recom- 
penceof reward, 

The ſecond ſort of men heerere- 
proued, are the Ambitious, that 
makes honor & preferment hisGod, 
as if mans chiefe felicity did conſiſt 
inthat: this is their care and ſtudy, 
howto climb to preferment, like 4b- 
ſolo chat ſought to teale the hearts of 
his fathers SubieRs, And Achirephel, 

| thar 
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that was ſo proud that hee could not 
indure a man in fauour but himſelte, 
and therefore when he ſaw Huſhaies 
counſell received and his reicted, 
went and hanged himſelfe, So 
proud Haman was ſo vexed with 
HMord:cay that hee could not bee 
quiet till hee had wrought his owne 
diſtrution, and the reaſon of all is 


leth away the heart of man, making 
a man both to forget Gop and 
himſelfe, ard therefore proſperity is 
a very dangerous and ſlippery cſtate, 
and howſoeuer it bee much deſired 
andadmired, yet it is full of dan- 
gers, and hedged in with many pe- 
rils, and howſoecuer many are 
drawne away from Go» through 
perſecution and affliction, yer proſ- 
periry is morc dangerous, forby it 
many more are drowned in ſenſu. 


nall ſecurity, 
The third ſort of men heere re. 


this, proſperity pufferh vp and tea. | 


allity, ard cuenlulled a ſleepe in car- | 


proued are the ceuetous Cormo- 
rants ofthe world,ſuch as make gold 


ther 


| 
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their God, loue it, and delight 
in it more then God, as if their 
chiefeſt happinefle did confiſt in the 
mulcitude of their riches , whereas 
indeed godlinefſe alone hath the 
promiſe of this life and that which 
is ro come. And of all other finnes 
our Sauiour giues this caueat againſt 
this finne, ſaying; Take beede and be. 
ware of conetuoxſneſſe, and this is that 
whichthe Propher Dazid doth pray 
againſt when hee ſaith; Incline wy 
heart wnto thy teftimonies and not vnto 
conetouſneſſe: Heereunto agreeth that 
exhortation of the Apoſtle , if any 
man lowe this world , the lone of my fa- 
ther is not in him, So then wherher 
wee. conſider that couctoutneſle 1s 
the roote of all euill, or that there is 
a flat oppoſicion berwixt Go» and 
the world, wee muſt hold this as an 
cuident truth thacthere is no blefſed- 
neſſe to bee found in them. 

| This may ferue to reproue that 
curſed, yet common opinion of the 
world ; namely, thar of all men the 
godly man is moſt miſerable, we ſee 
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heere that the LorDy bindelfe 
doch proclaime from heaven that 
hee accompts the godly man a 


world, that is wicked men in the 
world, iudge and deeme the god- 


ly man wretched and miſerable; 


ſucha man as truely feares GOD, 
hates all iniquity, diſlikes lewd 
company , makes conſcience of 
good duties, as to pray in his 
Family , to inſtru his ſervants 
and children, is dilligeat and 
carefull ro frequent Sermons, this 
man is as an Owle amongfts Birds, 
whooted at, and pointed at, men 
reproach him, and of all men hee 
is mot contemned : But as Pax! 
ſaich, thus it muſt bee, wee are 
brought yponthe Stage, we aremade 
a gazing-ſtocke towicked men,and 
accounted as duvg for CyunrisT9 
ſake, 


that ſay and thinke rt is invyaine to 
ſerue the Lord, that it is loſt la- 
\bour to bee religious, that there is 


| Daxids Bleſſed Man. V x x.1.] 


This may ſerue to op their mouths | 


Bleſſed and happy man; bur yer the | 


| 
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no good got by hearing of Sermons 
-__ leading of a godly life: Ir is, and 
euer hath beene the curſed thought 
of mans heart tothinke ſo, as in the 
time of the Propher CMalacby, [twhyu 
left labour to ſerue the Lord, and what | | 
good comes there by ſeruing of G OD: 
So in theſe daies it is cleere, men 
thinke it is in vaine to bee religious, 
to liue godly and inall things to la. 
| bour ro keepe faith and a good 
| conſcience before GOD and men, 
Bur it is manifeſt heere that it is not Nete 
in vaineto ſerue GOD; nay it is - 
| that alone that brings a manto hap- 
pineſle and true comfort heere, and 
ag cternall meaſure of glory in the | 
world to come: And withallthis may 
ferue ro comfort euery poore child 
of God againſt all the diſcomforts & 
diſcouragements of the world by ſa. 
than & his curſed infiruments:name- 
ly,that whatſocuer thy eftate be, ne- 
uerſopoore in this world , and ſub- | 
tet to neuer ſo many affiitions, 
yet if thou be a godly man,certaine- Heb.11.24 
', then thou art Bleſſed : Tho thar | 2.23. 
art 
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artinin Gops fauour, thou that 
art reconciled to Gop in Izsys 
CurI1sT and haſt thy finnes par. 
doned, eternall life belongs ynto 
thee, and therefore feare not, bee 
aot any whit diſcouraged, hold out 
vnto the end, certaine it is thou arr 
a Bleſſed (Man, and in ſo doing 
chou ſhalt hauc a Crowne of life, 
Hence wee learne that as many 
as defire to bee truely happy and 
bleſſed , may heere bebold the way 


chou bee truely happy and blefled 
heere in this life, and heareafrer in 


thatthou art the child of G op, in 
his fauour, reconciled voto him in 
Issvs CyuR1sT, wouldſtthou be 
1fſured of the faluation of thy ſoule? 


| Oh labour thento become a godly 


and a religious man, repent of thy 
Gnnes paſt, amend thy life , walke 
before G oÞ in new obedience, la- 
bour to keepe faith and a good con- 
ſcience, hate cuery will way, cleaue 


vnto the Lox», delight in his 


_—_— 


— 


to bee happy and bleſſed : wouldſt | 


the life ro come; wouldſt be affured } 


7 


word, | 


—_—_ 


| of the righteous and religious man 
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word, lerit bee the joy of thy heart, 
then certainely thou ſhale be Bleſſed 
and happy for euermore. 


bleſſed , then the wicked man muſt 
of neceſſity bee curſed; if the eſtate 


bee ſo comfortable and bleſfed, then 
the eftate of the wicked and yngod- 
ly muſt needes bee miſerable and 
curſed, according to that of CAeoſes 


obey the voyce of the Lord thy GOD, 
as indeed obedience is farre from a 
wicked man, howſoeucr hee may 
come with Sault painted facrifice, 
what follewes, Thow ſhalt bee curſed 
in body and curſed in ſonle,c. Againe, 
T how haſt deſtroyed the proud , and} 
curſed are they that erre from thy com- 
mandements, And this miſery of a 
wicked mat doth. conGſt in thele 
things eſpecially, 


he is teconciledro Gob in IE3vs 
Cur$r, otinhis fauour; nay bee 
E | _ may 


Fo conclude; if the godly man be Uſe. 5. 


ynto the Iſraclites, If thou wilt wot Deu.28.r5 


PC. 119.21. 


Firſt,chat he can haue __ aſſurance Wherein 


that he is the childe of G ov, . that -_ _ 
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| may aſſure himſclfe that heis out of 


his fauour, and that Gop hates him 
as his enemy, and that he will mani- 
feſt his wrath and diſpleaſure ypon 
him, by planging him heere in this 
life, and by damning him for euer in 
the life to come. 

Secondly, hee can haue no aſſu. 
rancethat his finnes bee pardoned, 
but rather may bee aſſured that his 


him,and that he ſhall be condemned 
for them, 

Thirdly, hee can haue no peace of 
conſcience, For there u nopeace to the 
wicked, but al waies carries about him 
an cuill conſcience, that will neuer 
give him reſt, bur is as the flaſhings 
of hel-fire yoto him; or elſc he hath 
inhim a dead and ficepy conſcience, 
ſcared, as it were, with a hot iron 
that hee feeles not the weight and 
burden of his finnes: Which iudge- 
ment is no way inferiourto the for 
mer, 


Laſt of all hee can have no hope, 


\norany aſſurance, that bee ſhall bee 
| ſfaued, 


finnes ſtand vp in account againſt, 
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ſaued, bur is cither carryed away 

with a catnall perſwafion or pre- 
| ſumption, (which will deceiue him 
inthe end) their conſciences being 
ſeared : orelſe moſt iuſtly feare that 
they ſhall bee damned, their conſci- 
ences being awake. Now then ifrtkis 
bee the fearefull, arid moſt wofull 
eftate of all wicked men that liue in 
ſinne without repentance, who then 
would liue in ſuch an eftate of lifeto 
gaine a kingdome, in ſo great dan- 
ger of eternall death and damnati- 
| on cuery day they atiſe; why doc 
not ſuch repent and turne vntoGop 
that ſo they may be ſaued? 


—_— 
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{ [That doth not walke inthe counſell 
of the ec. 


Hz fixt DoQtrine,as we heard, 

was this, that the godly man is 
Bleſſed: Now the Propher proceeds 
ro ſhew who is a godly man, and 
what bee his properties, and tea-| 
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cheth vs in theſe words, that the firſt 


godly life is rorenouncethe counſel! 
and company of lewd, wicked, and 
vngodly men: whence wee obſeruc 
this doctrine, 

That hee that would preferue 
himſelfe fromfinne, muſt carefully 
auoide all the occafions thereof: The 
Wiſe-man teacheth this doctrine; 
T hat bee that walketh with the wiſe 
all be wiſer, But a companion of fooles 
ſoall bee worſer. This doth appeare by 
the example of /onatharn, who by the 
friendſhip and familiarity which hee 
had with David, changed his life to 
better; Whereas Salomon by ſociety 
and coniunRion with the idolatrous 
wiues fell into idolatry; and Rehobo- 
am by walking with his yong Coun- 
cellours, and following their ad- 
uice became worſe and worſe : If 
then we would auoide evuill we muſt 
beware of all occafions, and no oc- 
cafion more dangerous then evil} 
company, euery man therefore muſt 


take becd to himlelfe and beware) 
how) 


Re 
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how hee ioynes himſfelfe with ac- 
quaintance with all men Indifferene. 
ly, leaſt by their meanes hee be cor. 
rupted, For euery man by nature is 
like dry wood which is apt to kindle 
ſo ſoone as fire is put to it; ſo giue a 
man the leaſt occaſion and preſently 
hee yeeldeth to finnes There nee- 
| deth not indeed any dewll to tempt 
vs, butlet the leaft occaſion that is 
bee offered vntovs,and ſtraight way 
; man} becomes a tempter vnto him- 
| ſelfe : And this is that which the 
| Apoſtle ſaith; Emery man is tempred 
' when hee is dr awne away and intiſed by 
| bis owne concupiſence : The enemy by 
which wee are overcome is in our 
owne boſome, that is, mans naturall 
corruption, Which is fewell for the 
kindling of the fire of fathang 


Mecum eſt 
quicquid 
\m:bt nocerg 
poteſt.Bern 
med, 11. 


Iam.1.14. 


temptations: This appeareth in Ewa | 
the mother of vs all, in the firſt 
tranſgreflion : firſt, ſhee ſaw the 
fruire; ſecondly,ſfhee conceived a l1- 
king of it; thirdly , ſhee defired it; 
fourthly, ſhee eate of it: Dinah the 
daughter of [acob wandring abroad, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Gen.3.6, 


2.Sam.Il. 
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[laid her ſelfe open ynto finne, and 


ſo fell, which might haue beene pre- 
uented had ſhee auoyded the occaſi= 
ons thereof, 

And Daxzid, a manafter Gops 
owne Heart, hauing ſer ope the caſe. 
ments of his ſoule, his eyes, (by the 
which the devuill did eafily winded 
himſelfe into his heart) and beheld 
Batkſbeba waſhing her ſelfe, but by 
and by belufted after her,ſent for her 
and lay with her : So violent is mars ' 
| corruprnature in apprehending eues | 
ry occaſion that may draw him to 
finne, Ic is therefore a point of great 
wiſedome to diſcerne betweene the 
deceipt of finne and the fruite of 
finne before it bee committed: O 
flattering epemy! In the ation of 
committing it is as ſweete as poy- 
ſon, after it is committed a biting 
ſerpent : Ir comes to a man with 
a ſmiling countenance, as /oab to 
eAmaſa, eArt thew in health 'my 
friend, but with all ir irikes to 
the heart ,, and woundes' vato 
death, 
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1 it forward to finne, Oh then, how 


| occaſions of finne! Countergard 


[and thy cares : Pray with Damid, 
| Lord turne away mw) ener from beholding 
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This doctrine ſerueth for the re. 
proofe of thoſe who are ſo farre 
from the auoyding of the occafions 
of finne, as that they do freely and 
of their owne accord ſeeke and fol. 
low after them, they will not tarry 
with Joſeph till they they bee cemp- 
ted by others, bur they freke 
all occaſions and watch all oppor- 
tunities to terypt others, Never ra- 
venous beaſt did more eagerly pur- 
ſue the prey, then ſomedo huntaf- 
ter the occaſions of finne : Which 
is madneſle witha witneſſe, as if 
the fleſh were not prone enough of 
it ſelfe vnto that which is cuill, but 
that paines muſt bee takento helpe 


carefull ought we to bee ro watch 
ouer our waies, andto auoid all the 


thy heart(ſaith Salomon) and keepe it 
with watch and ward looke vnto 
the cafements of thy ſoule, thy eyes} 


Uſe.1. 


vawty, make a coucnant with them 
E 4 with 
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with Job. What folly,nay what mad. 
neſſe is it then'in them that dare 
come into any company , that dare 


looke and pry into the beauty of a 
woman, as though they were ſo 


gerto fin? But art thou more holy or 
ſtrong then Dauid, Peter, &c. if not 
thou maiſt fall? 

Let all godly men and women 
take heed, let them feare themſelues 
and doubr the worlt, Bleſſed i the 
man that feareth alwaies but hee that 
bardeneth his h:art ſhall not profper 
We muſt at all times haue eſpecial! 
regard to the heart or elſe we can- 
not Rand; Suchand ſo many are the 
aſſaults that ſathan doth lay againſt 
our ſoules, this is: that wholeſome 
counſel! that the Apoſtle Peter 
doth lay downevoto vs, who was 
both acquainted with the frailty. of 
mans nature andthe malice of fa. 
[than ' when hee ſaith, Bee ſober 
and watch for ' your aduerſary the 


| d-will, &c. Where ' hee (ioynes | 


ynto —_ 4" , ' Watchfulneſſe, 
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for though a man be neuer ſo ſober, | 
yet ifhee dog not watch withall, and 
that againſt the occaſions of fin, hee 
is cafily made a prey to Sathan ; And 
for want of this care and watchful. 
nefſe , many of Gods children haue 
beene ouertaken, and haue fell ints 
many horrible and grievous finnes, 
which they could not ſo cafily haue 
done, had they beene watchfull 
ouer their owne affetions . And 
thus much for the firft DoQrinein 
the deſcription of a godly man, hee 
muſt carefully auoyde all occafions 
of ſinne, 


[ T hat doth nat walkein the Conncell | 
of the wicked, hc, | | 


Erethe Prophet Dazid ſhewes 
who is a godly man, and what 
be his properties, Firſt, (as we haue 
heard) hee auoydes all occaſions of 
finne : ſo newin the ſecondplace , 
|che councell and company of lewd, 


wicked and yngodly men, A godlic 
| man , 
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man, and ſuch a one as ſhall be truely 
happy and blefled indeede, doth di- 
ſafte & diſlike,yea vtterly renounce 
and abhorre their ſocietic and com- 
pany, their councels and conſulta- 
tions, ſoas hee doth fhunne and a- 
uoid them as dangerous and infeti- 
ous; from whence wee gather a ſe- 
cond point of Do@trine, 

That men muſt carefully ſhunre 
and auoyd the company of the wic- 
ked,it is very apparant;if they them- 
ſelues will not be defiled with their 
abhomination : for that rule of Sato- 
mon will tand, He that toucheth pitch 
ſhall be defiled : Bad company is ex- 
ceeding pernicious and hurrfull, ey- 
ther to diflwade from that which is 
truely good, or to perſwade tothat 
which is naught and wicked. David 
makethira marke of atrue member 
of the Church, That #n# hu eyes 4 vile 
p8rſon is contemned, And the Apoſtle 
willeth all Chriſtians, who looke for 
glorie through Chriſt , that they 
would haue nothing to doe with the 
vnfruitfull workes of darknefſe. And 


againe, 
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againe, This indeede is pwrereligion 
and ond; filed,to keepe our (elues wnipor- 
tedof the world, This the ApoſtleS, 
Paulyrgeth , Benet vnequally yoaked 
with Infidellt , for what fellowſpip hath 
righteouſneſſe with unrighteonſueſſe ? It 
is che exhortation of Salomon, forſabe 
the wicked and yee ſhall line , Toſeph li- 
uing in the Court of Pharaoh, had 
quickely learned te ſweare by the 
life of Pharaeb, and we know that 
it was in the common Hall, amongſt 
the ſeruants ofthe high Prieſts, that 
Peter had learned to curſſe and ro 
ſweare, Ir were no lefſe then trea- 
ſon in a ſubieR to liue in friendſhip 
with one that is a profeſſed enemie 
tothe king; much more is ittreaſon 
inthe ſubieAts ofthe King of heauen 
to haue ſocietie with the wicked : 
and this is obſerued to bee the fault 
| of Tehoſaphat , T hat he would helpe the 
wicked, and lone them that hate the 
Lord, Such are cuen odious ynto 
God,as Daexid ſaith, Thew bateſt all 
them that worke iniquitie . Beſides , 
their company is exceeding dange- 
rous, 


LA 
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rous, forthe wrath of God hangeth 
ouer the head of the vngodly. This 
we may ſce in Lot, who for the fruit-' 
fulneſſe of theplace was drawneto 
liue in Sodome where the men were 
wicked : So when they were taken 
priſoners, Lot was taken priſoner 
with them: And, had not the Lord 
beene exceeding merciful vnto him, 
hee had periſhed with them inthe 
eenerall ouerthrow of that Cirtie, 
And this was the voyce of God from 
heauen concerning Babylon, Goe 
out of her my people , that ye be not par- 
Reu.18.4. | takers of her ſinnes , and that ye receine 
| | wot of beyplaguer, And this was the 
cauſe whythe Lord gaue ſo ftreighr 
a charge tothe people of Iſracl, Thar 
| they ſhould haue no dealing art all 
with the Inhabitants of the land of 
Ex.23.32, | Canaan ; Thow ſhalt make no conenant 
with them, nor with their gods, Neither 
ſoall they dwel i thy land, leſt they make 
[P eut:7+2+ | thee ſine, againſt me. Nether ſhalt rhow 
make any marriages with them , neither 
gine thy daughter to bis ſonnet : no? take 
hu ſonne to thy dawghter , for they will | 


cauſe 


———— 
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to ſerue other gods, And how true this 
threatning from the Lord was, the 
cuent oh it manifeſt; for they 
negleing this Commaundement 
from God, We are mingled amongeſt 
the heathen and learned their worker, as 
Daxid faith; and wofull experience 
doth proouethis to betrue of many 
who haue ſometime beene indiffe- 
rently conformable to good duties, 
afterwards falling into wicked and 
lewd company haue beene corrup- 
ted and growne diflolute : Oh what 
ſtumbling blockes are ſuch vnte a 
man from the performance of anie 
good duety. This did Daxid know 
full well when hee ſaid, e-Lway from 
me ye wicked, I will keepe the Comman- 
dements of my God: Tnſinvating ther- 
by, as itmay eafily be gathered,that 
he could not ſer himſelfe cothe per- 
formance of any holie duetic, as he 
ought,ſo long as ſuch wicked com- 
pany were about him, Yea it hath 

cena griefe yntothe godly to have 
|becne in the company of vngodlie 


perſons, 


tt. 


cauſe thy ſoune to fall ava from me, and | 
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perſons. As Lot lining in Sodome 


' 


| 


where he ſawe their filthy abhomi- 
nations, [twvexed bu righteous ſoule: 
and this was it that made David be- 
moane his eſtate in the time of his 
baniſhment, when he was conftrai- 
nedto abide amongſt the yncircum- 
ciſed people, Woe: me that [ remaine 
in Meſech , and to awell in the tents of | 
Kedar , My. = hath long dwelt a- 
mongft theſe that be enemies vnto peace, 
By all this that hath beene ſpoken, ir 
doth appeare , That the godly man 
who ſhall be happy and bleſſed in- 
deed doth carcfully ſhunne and a- 
uoyd the lewd company of the wic- 
ked, | 
This DoGrine, in the firſt place 
doth ſerue to reprooue all ſuch as 
are careleſſe of their company, that 
can vie as much familiaritic , and 
ſhew as good a countenance to the 
worſt, and makethem as welcome 
as the beſt, be they what they will 
be, Papiſts or Atheiſts, yea let them 
bee as prophane as Eſas, hee is not- 


withſtanding for their A | 
y 


—- 


—— — —— 
a 


——_Ow— 
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—_—_____P 


by this meanes theydo little chinke, 
that they do hazard bor faithand a 
good conſcience,and cauſe the god- 


it can not otherwiſe be, but if they 
themſclues did make any coſcience 
of finne, they would likewiſe make 
conſcience of the @ccafions of finne, 
whereof what can bee worſe then 
lewd company , who are readie to 
make a mocke art cuery good duety, 
and whoſe nature is to haue other 
men to runne into the ſame exceſſe of ry- 
ot with themſelues: yea when a man 
or a woman hath ſome good things 
inthemzastoloue the word of God, 
colike of Gods faithfull miniſters, 
todelightin prayer,&c, In comes a 
wicked man, and breathes out his 


| 


lewdperſwafions, to diſſwade them 
and draw them backe , Ok you loue 


ſuchpaines, bur rakesyour liberrie! 
whatnecde you be afraide of chem? 


Oh 


— 


ly themſelues ro ſuſpeR them, thar| 
| they are but prophane, And indeed} 


poiſon, ſeeking by bad councel, and| 


the Miniſter too much, he will make| 
you preciſe, youneede not to take} . 


[Ex 


Pet44- 


__— 
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Note. 


V/e 2 


| when they ſpeake that to great Per- 


Dawids Bleſſed Man. V ext. 
Oh whe ſuch wretches ſtepin & thug 
poure out their lewd Councells and 
verſwaſions, what doe they elſe but 
draw men to perdition, eſpecially 
when they dq deale with ſuch as be 
young Chriſtians , but comming on 
in the wayes of godlinefle. And 


ſonages, who by nature are moſt in. 
clined to libertie, Oh what lets are 
theſe to a yong chriſtian in the waies 
of godlines! 

And when the Lord leaues a man 
or woman to liſten to ſuch curſed 
councell, it is a great ſigne, that the 
Lord loues them not. So it is ſaide, 
that the Lord left Ab/olom, that hee 
ſhould nor receiue the good councel 
of eAchitophel , becauſe the Lord | 
would deftroy A4b/olom. So it is ſaid 
of Rehoboam, that he liſtned onelyto | 
the councell of his young men, be- 
cauſe the Lok py would bring his 
wdgements ypon the houſe of Sa- | 
lomon. 

This ſhould admoniſhall men to 
take heed of ſuch Kind of men, as the 


yery 


Om 


 ——— ao . a 


|'V nn.1. Davids Bleſſed Man, | 
very limbs ofthe diuell,and che meſ- 
ſengers of Satan, who ſeeke to draw 
men from God & from Ieſus Chriſt, 
and from a godly life, to ſtoppe our. 
eares at their lewd and damnable 
councells, notto hearethem, nor to 
lien to them: yeaifit he inourpo- 
| wer to remoue them, and to baniſh 
| them our preſence as the greateft e. 
'nemies of our Soules, and the meſ- 
 ſengers of the diuell, ſeeking to per. 
 uert and poiſon our peore ſoules, to 
put our mouthes out of taſte, andeo 
make vs diſlike thoſe that are ſent 
' of God, who ought to be moſt deare 
;ynto vs, Ic will bee heere obieted, 
Whether it be notJawful ypon ſome 
occaſion, to be intheir company,or 
to haue dealing with wicked men? 
Refonſ, In ſome caſe it is lawfull, as 


ceſſicie: as that we cannot avoyde it 
\In ordinary matters of this life , vn- 
{lefſe we ſhould goout of the world : 
{ecendly,that we have a due calling 
thereunto : thirdly, that wee be not 


|ehus : Firſt, thatit be onely for ne-| 


Obie, 


+Auſw, 


filent at the committing of finne, but 
F that 


a 4 —_ 


A 


| 


P—_ 


Dauids Bleſſed Man. Vn x.t. 
that euer wee ſhew our diſlike of 
their vaine courſes ; and laſtly , that 
we labor with our ſeluesro be prie- 
ued at their finnes, as Lot was at the 

[—_ a 


P —_— As 


[ In the conncell of the wicked,&c.] 


50 | 


He origtyal word fignifies ſuch 

wicked men as are neuer quiet 

in their mindes, bur euermore mu- 

fing and deuifing ſome miſchiefe, 

which they may viter and practiſe as 
(occaſion ſerves, 

Diftr. z.| Andinthis note the very proper- 


Wicked tie of a wicked and gracelefſle man : 
enare Hejs ncuer at reſt, but ſtill plotting 
cuer deut- 4 deuifing ſome miſchicfe againft 


= ol God or good men :; This we may ſec 
2008 x . y diucrs examples Abuephels COUn®» 


|ked councell at the Oracle of God: 
Math. 2.7.1 The like wee may fee in Herod when 
| hee heard of the birth of CyurisrT, 
| as of a new borne King, what polli- 


\cie did he vie to deftroy the Sauiour 


kf 


_— 7 


{ 


| of the world ; The Scribes and Pha- 


| children , that perſecuted the Chri- 


V nn.t. Dauids Bleſſed Man, 


| riſes, how carefully did they conſul: 
and take councell rogether againſt 
Chriſt, ro put him to death; yea they 
 breake their ſleepe aboutit, When 
the Tewes could not indure [creme 
topreachplaine, andtorell them of 
their finnes,they therefore by and by 
ſay thus , (ome, let vs deniſe and ima- 
gine ſome miſchiefe againſt the Prophet 
of the Lord, Let vs ſmite him with the 
tongue, Let vs take no heede nor pine 
any eare to bis preaching . So Haman 
deuiferh how to put Mordecas and 
the Tewes out of fauour, by deuifing 
a moſt vile accuſation. So Doeg thar 
blacke mouthed dog deuiferh how 
to accuſe Dauid ro Saul. Sothoſe 
wicked Rulers did deniſe to inuent 


ſome miſchiefe ag2irſt Daniel, And! 


the Prophet Michai ſheweth, that it 
is an old praCtife of wicked men, to 
deviſe wicked things. In the Pri- 
tmitiue Church,the enemies of Gods 


ſtians , deuiſed this ſhamefull Aaun- 
3 That they worſhipped an Aﬀes 


| 


| Bf F 2 head, 


— — — _—__—_A—_—_— 
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ler, 19.1$; 


$2 


Eſay 1:3. 


Danids Bleſſed Man. V x n.1.| 


head,&c. So in theſe dayes it is ma- 
nifeſt , that the diuell Rtirres vp wice 
ked men to accuſe Gods children,to 
deuiſe {launders, and falſe accufart- 
ons againſt them : The diuell hath 
one Dozg or other to accuſe Dawid 
ro Sal, tothruſt him ont of fauour, 
and to bring him iro diſgrace:And 
when as they can ſay nothing iuftly 
againſt them, then they beginneto 
deuiſe how they may raiſe vp ſome 
falſe report or other, to ſmite them 
with the tongue, 

And the reaſon of this is becauſe 
they are fooliſh and ignorant : For 
they not knowing the Lord, nor 
vnderſtanding his wayes aright, but 
being in this reſpe& worſerthen the 
Oxe that knoweth his owner, And 
the Aﬀe that knoweth his maiſters 
Cribbe(as the Lord doth complaine 
ofthem ) they can rot but doeas $, 
Paul didin the time of his igno- 


— 


— 


race,cuen oppoſc themſelues againſt 
God and his children, And for this 
cauſe the Lord doth make his mone 
for the fooliſhnefle and ignorance 


_— 


— 


Inn 


| | of | 


| 


nad 4 9.4 


4 a. 
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all their rebellions againſt him, in 
theſe words; For my people are foohſh, 
they haxe not knowne mee , they are foo- 
liſh children , and hane none vnder- 
| Panding : They are wiſe to doe emill , 
but to doe well they hawe no knowleage, 
Seing wee are taught beere, what 

| is the nature of wicked men ; name. 
ly, that they haue in them a reſtleſſe 
| deſire to pervert the wayes of the 
godly, & to do ſome miſchicfe; This 

| muſt reach vs firſt of all to deale 
wiſely and warily with them, leſt 
wee be corrupted by them. We are 
heere ſet as vpon a hill ora ſtage and 
profeſſing Its vs CunisrT, a 


to be as wiſe as Serperits, and as in- 
nocent as Doues, to that end wee 
may Roppe the mouthes of gaine- 
ſayers , and cut cff occafions from 
them that ſeeke occaſions, And to 
this end wee muſt euermore bee 
mindfull in our prayers, to pray vn- 
to God to be delivered from them : 


F 3 for 


of his people at of the wel-ſpring of 


ſmall ſpot will be ſeene in our gar-\. 
ment, It behooueth vs therefore Mar 1046. 


23 


—— 


ſe 1. 
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Dauids Bleſſed Man. V u k.1. 


for vnleſſe we be armed from aboue, 
we ſhall eaſily be ouertaken by their 
aſſaults, and through the corrupti- 
ons of our owne hearts, which are 
prohe vnto all fine, they deale wa- 


We. 2. 


rily and circumſpeRly, they worke 
by all meanes to peruert our wayes, 
and to make vs two-fold worſe then 
themſelues the child of Satzn, How 
much more carefull onght we to be 
ropreuent them, which we ſhall doe 
the better by ſhunning the occaſi- 
ons of finne. 

Secondly, wee are taught heere, 
| (that if wee labour to be the Diſci- 
ples of Cyr1sT, andto beeblef- 
ſed,) what entertainement we ſhall 
finde inthe world ; namely, to have 
wicked and yngodly men to ſtand 
in oyr way, and hinder vs, as they 
did ſtand in Zacchexs way when hee 
wentforthtroſeeCnris rw. Ifthou 
be once in Gops preſence, and 
doſt beginne'to call vpon him for 


Luk.38.39.) mercie ; they will rebuke thee 'as 


they did the poore, blind man inthe 
Goſpel; If thou be licke, yea dead 
in | 


Vu =y 1. Dauids Bleſſed Man. | 


ia treſpaſſes and finnes, and Chrift 
doth beginne to come home to the 
houſe of thy Soule to heale thee, and 
to raiſe thee vp from the death of 
thy finnes, they will Roppe his paſ- 
ſage and entrance in, if poſſibly they 
can , As they did when Chriſt came 
to the Rulers Daughter that was 
dead. Bur as Chriſt turned them our 
of Joores, laying, Get yee bence: So 
muſt thou ſhake them off, and not 
communicate with fleſh and bloud 
in matters that concerne eternal life, 
and the ſaluation of thy ſoule ; For if 
thou doe, thou canſt never be ſaued; 
Neyther muſt welook after the loue 
and liking ofthe world, nor hang v- 
pon men for their applauſe and fa- 
uour,for where there is not the feare 
of Go D, ſurely ſuch men are moſt 
ynconſtant in their wayes, turning 
vpon cucrie ſmall occaſion, yea and 
the loue and fauor of fuch men muſt 
nedees be bent rewards the worft, 


themſelues in no good way : Re- 


ſceing themſelues are bad, ang ſer |. 


F 4 diſci- 


member what Chriſt ſaide ynto his 


Mat, 9.23. 


— 
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Dottr,g. 
| 


1 


uill coun- 
cell is a 


| Tudgeof heauen and earth doth al- 


To giue e- 


Daxids Bleſſed Man. Vu. 
diſciples ; If yee were of the world, the 
world would lone his owne : But be- 
cauſe ye are not of the world, But [ baxe 
choſen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hattth you . Wherefore, as 
they that runne art tilt looke not to 
the yulgar people what they ſay, bur 


rothe Iudges; ſo care not thou for 
the world. Burt looke ever what the 


low and approoue of, 

[ That hath not walked #n the coun- 
cel of the wicked. | By { onncell he here 
meaneth rhe ſubtilties and crafts of 
the wicked, by which they puſh 
themſelues forward, and labour to 
draw others to be like vnco them- 
ſelues , according to that of Salo- 
mon , Aly Sonne, if mnners intice thee, 
conſent not unto them , From whence 
wee gather a fourth point of Do- 
Arine, | 

Namely, thatit is a moſt horrible 
and grieuous fin to give cuill coun- 
cell, To commit finne,is that which 


horrible 
finne. 


highly offends the Maieſtie of God, 
and draweth downe vpon vs all pu» 
| niſhments 


D O——— 


— 


—_— 


Vznr.1. Dauids Bleſſed Man, | 


| niſhments bath temporall andeter- 
nall; but ro counſell others to com- 
mit finne, is the very height of 
finne. This 1s notedin the Scripture 


a furtherer of Abhabs wickednefſſe, 
for when hee could not by any law- 
full meanes attaine the Vine-yard of 
| Naboath, ſhee ſaid vnto him, Deſt 
thou ſray the Scepter , rule the king. 
| dome, and manage the State? eAriſc 
| aud eate bread, 1 will gine thee the 
Vin-yard: This was the counſell of 
eAchucphelvnto eAbſolom, tearing 
h1s reconciliation to his father Da- 
wid, and therein his owne iuſt con. 
fuſion, hee giues ſuch counſel] 
whereby hce might take away all 
hope of agreement : Go into thy fa+ 
| thers ( oncubines , which hee hath left 
| to keepe the houſe, and when all Iſrael 
| ſhall heare thou art abhorred of thy fa- 
| ther, the hands of all that are with thee 
ſoall bee ſtrong. Thus is likewiſe jet 
downe by Salomon 1n the Prouerbs, 
where hee expreſſeth the ſinne of! 


toberthe finne of Zeſabell, who was |;.Reg,21.7 


| 


2.Jam. 16, 
2I, 


Prou.1.11, 


ſeducers; ſaying, (ome with vs, let vs 


lre* . 


—_— 
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Gen.37-10 


ar.rF.11, 


IMart. 28.12 
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lye In waite for the bloud of the innocents, 
wee will ſwallow them vp aline , like a 
graue, enon whole,as thoſe thas go drwne 
entothe pit: Caſt in thy Lot amongſt vs, 
wee will all hane one purſe , their feete 
runne to euill , and they make haſt to 
ſoed blond. And this doth appeare 
inthe brethren of -/eph, when they 
purpoſed the ouerthrow of their 
brother : Come (lay they) let vs ſlay 
him ard caſt him into ſome pit, and wee 
will. ſay a wicked beaſt hath dewoured 
bim, And this appeared to beethe 
malice of the High Pricfts and El- 
ders of the people, who moued the | 
people rodefire that Barrabas might 
be deliuered ratherthen Curisr, 
and perſwaded Iuda for a ſurme of 
money to berray him : inticed the | 
Souldiers with a great ſurme of 
money to noiſe it abroad that his 
Diſciples came by night and ſtole 
him away while they ſlept. All theſe 
teſtimonies, &many more, may ſerue 
for theconfirmation ofthis dotrine, 
that it is a moſt horrible and grie- 
uous finne to giue cuill counſell, 
Seeing| 


OC —_ 


| 
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Secing that it is a moſt great and 
gricuous finne to give euill counſel, 
this teacheth vs our duety, that 
whenſocuer they ſhall ſet vpon v3 to 
draw vs away from Gop, that we 
bee carefull that wee conſent not 
ynto them: Ic is not enough for a 
man to ſay, alas I deviſed it nor, 
neicher am l the firſt that haue com. 
mitted chelike ; for this ſhall excuſe 
no man that hee was not the author 
of an evill: for ſurcly, if it beeſo 
ereat a finne to ſeduce, ir is noleſſe 
finne to bee ſeduced, and Gop 
will one day finde them no leffe 
ovilty, bur ſhall pertake with them 
of the ſame puniſhment : 1f a man 
ſhould haue about him a great 
ſumme of money, ar other treaſure, 
and ſhould willingly,and wirtiogly, 


 theeuves, and will be drawne by them 
out of the way, were this man to be 
pictied if hee ſhould looſe all that, 
hee had? Euen ſois it witha Chriſti- 
an, that doth carry daily about with 
him a rich Treaſurs, his ſoule and 


pur .himſelfe inco the company of 


— 


conſcience, 


60 
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| Conſcience, which hee muſt keepe 


| ſhould periſh for the ſame? So then 


ifor if wee giue our conſent vnto 


Davids Bleſſed Man. V en.1. | 


ynſported of the world: If hee liften 
tothe charmes of the wicked, and 
will bee drawne out of the way of 
Govps commandements to commit 
finne, and ſo make ſhipwracke of 
faith and 2 good conſcience, is it 
not iuſt with Gop that this man 


wee ſec it Randeth ys in hand to be. 
ware of conſenting to finne, and 
counſelling others to commit finne, 


chem wee are partakers withthemin 
their wickedneſſe, and ſhall be ſure 
one day to haue ſhare with themin 
their puniſhments, 

Secondly, ſeeing the giving of 
cuill counſell is ſo euill a fane, both 
in him that doth counſell another, 
as alſo in him that conſenteth ynto 
ir, both which wee muſt carefully 
ſhunne and auoid, yetthis is not all, 
but wee mult alſo ſecke for the ſoci- 
ety of the godly, that all our delight 
may bee in them, we muſt by -all 


meanes joyne our ſelues in friend- 


ſhip| 


—_—_... —_— 
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ſhip withthem , and make much of 
their aſſemblies, for Fith the vpright 
thou (halt learne to bee wpright , This 
$alomos teacheth ts walketh 
with the wiſe ſhall bee wiſer : Tt is in- 


deed a rare thing to finde a man 
that will, counſell others to follow 


are much to be reſpeRed : louc him 
as the deereft friend that will dire&t 
thee inthe waies of ſaluation, and 
bee a giude vnto thee in the path 
that ſhall leade ynto life: Let itbee 
far. from thee to be aſhamed to fol- 
low the counſell of ſuch as are dif- 
creete and godly, it is not mareriall 
who they bee , whether our ſuperi- 
ours or equals, or our inferiours,for 
the counſellour is not ſo much to 
bee regarded as the counſell, If it 
be holy, iuſt, and good, recciue it as 
from G op who thus ſpeaketh yn- 
tothee by his ſeruant, If it be cuill 
reieQit, as comming from the de- | 
vill who ſpeaketh by his infiru- 
ments 


odlineſſe, and therefore fuch as do | - 


Dauids Bleſſed Man. V u x.1. | 


| 


[That hath not walked, &c.] | 


— 


T=> laft thing that we haue now 
ro conſider out of the firſt part 
of the diſcription of a godly man is 
| this, + Hee hath mt walked, cc. By 
walking the Prophet Danid heere 
meaneth according to anvſuall Me- 
| taphor in Scripture, a common viu. 
all courſe of a mars behauionr, or 
their ordinary trade of life, And the 
word which is heere vicd ts rendred 
in aTenſeor Time, which in the 
owne tongue noteth a continuance 
of walking cuen all the daies of| 
their life: For otherwiſe who can ſay 
his heart is free, but that at ras. 
trme or other the counſel}, or | 
bad exawple of the wicked hath 
preuailed withhim ; But thats nor | 
meant heere in this places whena | 
man hath witkdrawne himfſelfe 
| {fromtheirlewd connierfations; and 
| betaken himſelfe to the waies 'of 
Gops Commandements : From 


whence | 
bones c—_— — n ane re 


— I - 


whence wee gather a —_— do- 
Qrine:Firſt,thar the fals,flips,and in- 
firmities of G © p $ children aremany 
and great, which many times they 
fallinto, and yer cannot properly be 


riſe daily out of the ſame: And ſe- 
condly, That towalke, it is ſaid of the 
godly in reſpe&t of Gops com- 
mandements, becauſe as it is in the 
ſecond Verſe, Therein. ts there de- 
light. 

Ie is moſt true, that there are the 
ſeedes of all finne whatſocuer, na- 
turally rooted and inbred with vs, 
which if they be not preuentcd are 
ready to breake out vpon any occa- 
fion that ſhall be offered: And how- 
over the godly defire to pleaſe 
Gop, and endeuourto ferueG op 
in truth and fincerity of heart, yet 
they often fumble in their race 


downe, andthe finne that hangeth 
onfo faſt. This truth is confeſſed 
by Salomon in his worthy prayer at 


any 


Vu ni. Davids Bleſſed Man. * 


ſaid to walke in them , becauſe they| 


through the burden that prefſerh|'"** 


the Dedication of the Temple : if} - 


Dot. 5. 


The fals of 
the godly, 
Y. 


—__@@——— 
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any man ſinne againſt thee (for there is 
none that ſiuneth not ) if be turne azaine 
with all bit heart, &c. Againe, What 
is man that hee ſhould bee tleane, 
and bee that #4 borne of a woman 
that bee ſhould bee infl! Againe,e All 
are gone out of the way, they are all cor- 
rupt, there ts none that doth ocd, no not 
one. Moſt wofull and fearefull was 
the fall of Dawid, as the Scripture 
hath recorded it, It may ſeemevery 
range that a man as Dazid was, 
cuen afrer Gops owne. Heart, 
could poſhbly fall ſo farre as hee 
did, for if we conſider the circum- 
ances and degrees of his fiane, it 
will appeare that (finall. impeni- 
tercy excepted) a Reprobate could 
ſcarce commit a greater: For firſt he 
commitnted adultery with Uriah his 
wife, when this was dene hee glaue- 
reth and flattereth with the womans 
husband, and bad him go home to 
refreſh himſclfe with his wife, thin- 


king thereby to father the Baſtard 
on him; wv hen this ſacceded not hee 


went further, and vnto his adulrery 
he 


——__ 
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hee added murder that hee might 
beare as the griefe of it in bis heart 
ſo the ſhame of it in his fore-head; 
Andiathis hee wrought worſe then 
[ezabell, for hee makes Yriah the 
meſſenger to carry the letters for his 
owne execution: What ſhall I fay of 
Noah, of Lot, of Peter,&e. I neede 
not to and on this doctrine, ſeeing 
woefull experience in all the godly 
doth prove ir too true, 

It mayteachys, that webee nor 
too raſh in iudging and condem- 
ning ovr brethren ; Wee ſeeby this 
[that hath beene deliuered, thac the 
| deare child of G oD may fall moſt 
| gricuouſly and fouly, and yet bere- 
ſtored againe to the fauour of 
God, becauſe hee doth nor walke 
on in finne, as the wicked doe; 


rations of Sathan, or the frailty of 
his owne fleſh, hee fals into finne, 
forthwith with Peter thee goes 
out of that firine , and weepes bit- 
cerly for the ſame. And therefore 
as Saint James [aith; + he art thou 
| that 


- 


ut whenſocuer through the remp- | 


Viet. 


lam, 4. 12. 


66 


4 


* 


20 


—Dauids Bleſſed Man, Van t. 


.\ be bur men, and let none vſurpe the 


that indreſt another man? Wee may | 
not ſet bonds and limits to Gops 
mercy,to ſay that any ſhall finally be 
damned, Howſoeuer a man may be 
in the ſtate of damnation for a time, 
this were to fit in Goys Chaire: 
ler vs all acknowledge our ſclues to | 


| 


| 


| auchoriry of Goys iudgement, 


ler vs cherefore conſider what wee 
our ſclues are, beſore wee caſt 
| our eyes vpon other men, for 
they are the moſt ſharpe and ſe- 
uere IuJges of their brethren, that 
forget their owne infirmities, and 
'T doubt nor but all the children 
,of Gop do know by experience | 
in themſclues, how hardly finne is 
ſubdued and meiftered in them; 
How many fighes and groanes. jt 
,requireth, how tnany prayers and 
teares it cofteth them? What 
a ſtriviog and ſtruggling they 
they hauc in themſelues to keepe 
ic vader, and yet for all this it-is 
very hardly ſubdued: So that the 
knowledge of our owne weake- 
| nefle, | 


— —_ 
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neſſe, and vnworthinefle, muſt arme 
vs with meekenefſe towards our 
|bretheen. 

| By the rvle of this doctrine wee 
are admoniſhed to bee very wary 
and circumſpet over our ſelues, 


Did Daxid fall, did Lot, Noah, 
Peter, ec. fall? Oh! whether ſhall 
| wee fall if Gop doe bur a little 
leave vs to our ſelues, who dare 
preſume of his owne ſtrength and 
worthineſſe, when ſuch worthy 
pillars as theſe haue beene ſhaken,| 
yea the lamentable ſhipwracke of 
ſuch men as theſe, may make vs 
to feare a tempeſt before it comes 
Ic is the deuils crafty counſel. 


{ and ſubrile pollicy, to make ys 
| ouer-weeene our ſclucs, and to 
| make vs boaſt and preſume of our 
ſclnes , For the deuill doth know 
full well, rhat this lifting of a man 
Vp, 1s the very next way to tum» 
ble and throw him downe , as Salo- 


on, and an "gy minds before the 


non ſaith, Pride goeth before deſtr utti- Pro.16.18. 


| fall: And therefore acknowledging 


G 2 our 


wy 
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our owne want of ftrength, and 
our owne inability to ſtand with- 
out the aſſiſtance of Goys Spirit, 
let vs not bee Highminded, but feare, 
And thus we haue ſeene that the fals 
and flips of Gops children are 
many and great, which notwith. 
ſtandivg cannot hinder their happi- 
nefſe, becauſe rhey Walke not in 
them, that is; they make it not their 
continuall praQtiſe, toliueand de- 
lighe in ſinne. 

Now wee are to come to the ſe- 
cond, which doth note vnto ys 
that the godly man, who ſhall bee 
truely happy and bleſſed indeed, is 
ſo farre from making his life a life 
of ſinne, as that hee doth ra. 
ther in the whole courſe of the 
ſame, Walke with GOD in obe- 
dicnce. 

For, therefore indeed is our 
courſe of new life compared to a 
Way, to ſhew that the Godly muſt 
alwaies bee walking in it, from the | 
beginning of their courſe vnto the 
end of the ſame, It was the. com- 

mendations 


OO CT 


a J ft 
* 
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. [And this was the beft reftimony 


mendatinns of Enocch and Noah 


rimes wherein they liued were dan- 
gerous : Yet They walked with Ged: 
That is, they conſidered more the 
Commandement of G 0D, what he 
had appointed then what was pra- 
Qiſeo; and defired rather to bee ap-. 
proued of Gop through their 
obedience then through their diſo- 
bedience to purchaſe the fauour of 
men: Ir was the charge giuen by 
GOD to eAbraham, Walks before 
wee: That is, let iteuer be thy care, 
that ſeeing I am preſent euery 
where and priny to all thy cour- 
ſes, that thou walke as in my fight: 


that $ {omen could giue of his fa- 
ther Danid , T hat bee walked before 
GOD iniruth, andin righteouſueſſe, 
Yea, this did miniſter comfort to 
godly Ezechias, when he thought he 
{h-ul!die : Kemember,O Lordgthat I 
hane walked befere thee in trath: And 
to this apreeth that of the Apoſtle 
Paul, Who forgat that which was 


| = bebind, 


that notwithſtanding the dajes and|s,g, 


D —_— AO 


——_—.us. 


7O 


| Mart.34- 


bebinde. and endenonred him(clfe to that | 
which was before, and followed hard to- 
wards the marke , to the prize of the 
high calling of GOD 
.\Cnr1sT., Hee was not like vnto 
a vaine and fooliſh man, who run- 
ning ina race, will bee eurr and| 
anon looking backe to ſee how 
much ground hee hath ridde; but 
his eye was alwaies vpon the 
marke or goale to conſider how 


1.Cor.9.24 
Rev. 2. 7. 
Ron..13.1I. 
1. Pct. 1-9. 


Dawids Bleſſed Man, V uk. r.| 


i IESvs 


much hee had to runne, how farre 
off hee was from perfeQtion , and 
what hee had more to doe in his 
Chriſtian courſe, that hee might 
finiſh the ſame with ioy. Jr is the 
end that makes 8l'; Hee that ſhall 
indure to the end (hall bee ſaned, 
Our- Sauiour faith not there thar 
hee that indureth for a ſeaſon, 
bue hee that continueth to the 
end; not every one that fighterh, 
but hee that ouercommeth , ſhall 
recciue a -Crowne of life : Theſe 


godly haue Walked. And theſe and 


exarnples doe ſhew ,vs how-'the 
rhe like precepts teach vs we ſhould 


__—_— 


Walke 


— 
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| Hence wee aretaught this leſſon, 


wel-doing, ſeeing that perſeverance 
onely hath the prowiſe of reward, 
wee muſt not depart out of the E. 
oypt of ſinne, and then with the 
Iſraelites, and with Zots wife, looke 


finnes, bur remember'that thou 
oweſt vnto Gon all thy daies: 
The Trees planted in the Lords houſe, 
bring forth fruite in their age, And 
they which do not ſo, ſoall bee 
hewen downe and caft into the fire, 
It was the commendation of the 
Church of Thiatira, That her workes 
were more at laſt then at firſt, A r+- 
| proofe of theirfolly, who hauing 
kept the path of righreovſne} 
for atime, doe after walke in n« 


iump to leap into heauen with 7 
| Lord hawe mercy on mee at the lai: 
| But know, oh theu yaine man , tho: 
| thou muſt Fake in the way: 


Walke ſo 2s inthe end wee may bee! 


that wee muſt never bee weary of 


{ g00d way, but thinke with on« | 


backe to the Sodome of their = Thel. 3, 


3. 
Pl.92. 13. 


Mat 3, _ 


Reu, 2.19, 
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that is, thou muſt | vſe all good 
meanes for the attaining of life 
and faluation, thou muſt heare the 
word dilligently and carefully,pray, 
reade,&c, ; 

I doubtnot bur the ſeriovs thin- 
king vpon this, that God challen- 
geth euery day at our hands, yea 
all the daies of our lifeto bee ſpent 
in his ſervice, will reforme many 
corruptions in vs : For alas! the care 
of the moſt is, how they may 
keepe credite with men, though 
they purchaſe GODS diſplea- 
ſure, which will then tand ſuch in 
lictle Reed, when all things ſhall 
come to receiue their due triall: 
Euen enery worke done in the body, 
whetker it bee good or enill : And 
thus much for the firſt part of 

the deſcription of a godly man 

Negatiuely: Hee doth wot walks 


inthe counſell of the 
wicked, 


Nor 


| 
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[ Nor fland in the way of ſinners .| 
—_— is, a godly- man doth The ſec6d] 


not ſertle himſelfe ro live as ming 
wicked men doe, nor frames his life |, _ 
after their lewd example : where |podly man; 
we are to obſerue rwo points : Firſt, |negaivly., 
that there is a way of ſinners, in 
which the vngodly ſtand, Secondly, 
thar the godly ſtand not init, 

Firſt then, that there is 2 way of | 
finners,in the which they and and 
live, it is very apparant, called inthe 
Scriptures by diuers names ; as by 
the name of the way of the vngodly, 
The L:rd knoweth the way of the righte- | 
ons, but the way of the wicked ſpall pe- 
r11[h, | 

Itis tearmed an £will way, Theway Dottr. 1 
of lying, A wicked way, &c. And by Wicked 
theſe wayes wee are flill ro vnder- men de- 
ſtand the courſe of life and con- —_ | 
uerſation of the wicked wherein | 
wee aretaught this DoQrine, 'that | 
notwithſtanding all che meanes that 
God and Man doth vſe zothe con- 


a> 


li 


frary, | 


hs. 
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trary the wicked man will ſtill per- 
fit and goe on in fiane, which 1s 
heere vnderſtood out of the word 
Stand This appeareth in the exam- 
ple of {an albeit he were admoni- 
ſhed and reproued of God for his 
virath and malice conceived againſt. 
his brother, yet for all that Caine 
will pleaſe himſclfe in his owne 
way, and neuer reſt till hee haue 
ſhedde the innocent bloud of his 
owne brother, This is ſeene likewiſe 
in the example of the old world, 
when the Lord ſaw that the wicked- 
nefſe of man was great,and all the i- 
maginations of the thoughts of his 
heart were onely cuill continually, 
and how they pleaſed themſelues in 
this way, the Lord ſtirred vp Noah 
the preacher of righteouſneſle, who 
warned them from God; yet they 
would continue ſtill in their owne 
waies, piuing themſclues to nothing 
bur eating and drinking, and all ex- 
ceſſe, rill the Loud came and ſw 

them clean away. This is cleare like- 
wiſe by the example of Pharaoh, vpo 


whom 
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tre 


whom all means were aflaica : or a1s 
 conuerfjon: for what could the Lord 
doe vnto him that he did nor, he ſent 
Moſes and Aaron wnto him,warning 
| him from God to let the people of 
{ſal go,androthar end ſent iudge- 
necke of another, euenten in num- 
ber, yettfor all this, Pharaoh choſe 
rather tro continue fill in his 
owne way, and would none of the 
Lords, So true js that ſaying of Sa- 
lomon : Bray 4 foole in a mortar, yet will 
au his foolimeſſe d-pars from him. 

And no maruell, for the ſpirit of 
ſlumber hath ſo couered their eyes, 
that they cannot ſce;and their hearrs 
are ſopoſſeſt with ſpirituall forni- 
cation, which makes them thus ro 
ooe a whooring from G OD, euen 


ment vpon judgement, one vpon the | 


haled with the fury of their owne 
afte&ions, Snared of the Diuell, 


on ! Fearefull is the woe that 
lies vpon all thoſe that thus walke! 
[in their owne wayes. For moſt 


| cettaine| 


Pro,27. 22 


Ads 7.51. 
and taken of him at his will: Oh Efay 63. 
miſerable and vnhappy conditi- 


ZE, 13+3, 


| 
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certaine it is, that they that are 
Chrilts, hawe crucified the fleſh with the 
aff: ions and Iufts , ſo farre, as that 
they haue made choyce ofthe Lords 
Way, howſocuer many times they 
may ſtumble, and fall, in walking 
therein. But of the wicked it may} 
truely be ſaid of them, the way of peace 
they hawe not knowne, 

We heard before, that wee ought 
not to proceed fo farre with any, as 
to judge of their finall eſtare and 
condition; for that were to fit in 
Gods Chaire, and to take his office 
vpon him, Yettoſay of ſome, that 
theyare in the ſtate of damnation, 
and (vnleſle they repent) ſhall pe- 
riſh for ever, doubrleſſe this is not 
vnlawfull : for as loue bids mee not 
rodetermine too ſoone, ſonot to be 
abi:ſed roo late, God bids me looke 
ypon the tree, and judge of the fruir, 
| I may fay thou art in the ſtate of 
damnation, for I ſee thy heart 
through thy hand : But whether 
thou ſhalt finally bee damned, there 


| [ leaue thee : for God my haue mer- 


ded 


———— 
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cy vpon thee vpon thy laſt repeu- 


rance, I may come to a tree, and 
ſay, Here i little fruit : or, Here is no 
fruit : or, Here is badfrait ; bur I can- 
not ſay, Newer fruit grow onit more, 
Bur alas,alas /rhis is nor all, this is 
notall chat wicked men are thus diſ-| 
couered to men, bur that the Lord 
wilfind themout, &giue them their 
portion inthe lake of fire, And in- 
deed this is that that ovght to bee a 
terror to all the wicked and vngod- 
ly to conſider, that as their hearts 
are hardened, and their conſciences 


ments of God attend ypon them. If 
thou walke ſiubbornly agamſt me, and 
wilt not obey me,T will bring ſancn times 
more plagues vpon thee, according to thy 

nes, Let vs all then, as we.tender 
the ſaluation of our owne ſoules, 
take heed vnto our paths, that wee 
ſtand not inthe way of finners, that 
'wee finne not with delight and 
deliberation, it is the very brand of 
»reprobare, and ſucha one as God 


ſcared, ſo the plagues and puniſh-| 


hath forſaken, Take . heede therefore 
that 


— — 


Leuit. 26. 


Mo'itr.2. 
|Go ly 
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bet there bee not in any of you an enill 


| rate to haueinhima full purpoſe to| 
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heart to depart from the lining God. 
And thus much for the firſt poynt of 
DoRrine, that there is a Way of ({n- 
mers,in which the wicked walke in, 
which leadeth vntodeath. 

The ſecond point of doQtrine thar 
doth now offer it ſelfe to our corfi- 
deration, is this, that a godly man 
doth not ſettle himſelfroliuc as the 
wicked doe,nor frames his life after 
his lewd example, which is heare 
meant, when the Prophet faith : Hee 
doth not ftand in the way of finners, Y ca 
irisaltogether impoſſible for a gods | 
ly man,& one thar js truly regenc- | 


f10,and toliue in fin with deliberati- 
on,and to delight in the ſame, For a 
ptrpoſeto live in any knowne ſtn,is 
a ſigne of a wicked man, and a grae-les | 
heart, as when a man 1s told of his | 
fin,of his ignorance and careleſneſſe 
in Gods ſernice, prajing, bearing, © c. 
yer ſtill he will be carelcfle & negli- 
gent in the ſame, So whena man is 
reprouecd for. his ſwearing, yet fill | 


will 


"wo "—_ - 
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will {weare, when a man is reproued 
for IS Ar Sabaoth, yer will 


for is vuclpancs, dr unkevner, malice, 
| &c.and yet forall that wil continue 
in thoſe fins, Surely this purpoſeto 
ftandin the way of ſinnerr, \s a fearefull 
figne of a wicked man, and is farre 
from a godly man, and one thar is 
| rruly ſanQified, whichſhall be bleſs 
ſed for euermore, It was acurſed 
ſpeech of a curſed wretch, / kuow not 
the Lord, neuter will [ let.the childrew 
|of Ifracl gee, This was the. caſe of 
| thoſe rebellious ewes, fpoken of by 
Leremy We will not heare nor do,but as 
we luſt,ard as we hane done, And this 
was that that made the caſe of He- 
yod ſo fearcfull , that notwithſtan« 
ding bee heard Joby Baptiſt willing- 
ly, and did many things at his re- 
queſt, all which were gaod things 
in bim, yet for all that hee would 
not leaue his adultery, but conti- 
nue jn xt ;,which purpoſe co -finne 
of all things, is farre from a. god- 


propbaneit:when a manis reproned 


ly many a4.Sajne Jobwſaith; He thas | 


5 noe 
; 
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-|the ſame Goſpell which before hee 


COAST 


u borne of God ſinneth not : that is, 
with whole conſent. butin part,and | 
man becing partly fleſh, and partly 
ſpitir, as he is regenerate, finne pro- 
ceedes not from him bur as he is 
fleſh. As fot thewicked it is not ſo 
withthem : forit is meate ard drink 
ro4 wicked man to'doe the workes | 
of the Deuill; Ic is worth eaen our | 
beſt confideration what is ſaid ofthe | 
Apoftle Paul, that he once Breathed 
out threatnings and ſlinghtet againſt the 
Diſciples of the Lord, But when was 
this ? Even inthe time of his igno- 
rance : but afrerwards hee preached | 


perſecuted, and laboured euer afcer | 
all the dayes of his life, ro build vp 

the Church: of Gad which before | 
hee laboured to pull downe, And 
this appeares in Dawid, in Peter, i | 
Mary Magdalen, &c. who after 
they had once eſcaped the ſnares of 
the Diuel, dedicated ever after their 
whole life to the ſeruice of God; | 


\Bjue tothe Epheſians: Tee were ones 


This exhorcation doth the Apoſtle 


darkneſs, 


- 
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darkeneſſe, but now are light in the 
Lorp : Walke «s children of the 
light. By theſe and the like exam- 
ples, it doth appeare, that the god.- 
ly Stand not in the way of ſroners; 
that is, take no liberty to them- 
ſelues to live in the cuftome 
and praftiſe of any knowne 
finne, 


This may ſerue, in the firftplace, 


are ſo farre from leauing their 


to reproue ſuch kind of finners , as fab 


finnes, and walking with God in) 
| obedience of life, that they are not 
aſhamed to defend their finnes; te} 
the ſwearcr of his ſwearing and 
blaſpheming of the name of Go », 
hee will anſwere, that hee hopeth 
he may ſweare ſotong as he ſweares 
nothing bur the truth; tell the coue- 
| reons man of his coucteouſnefle, 
hee will anſwere for it 5 hee muſt 
make the beſt of his owne, ahd hee 
muſt be a good husband; ſotellthe| 
drunkard of his drunkennefſs and 
fearefull abufing of the gooul crea- 
tures of G09, his anſwere is, it is 


in | 


8r | 


mn 
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/jn kindnefſe avd good-fellowſhip : y 
tell che proud man of his pride: wr 
| ſtrange artires, his anſwere is, iris 
the faſhion, ' & he doth bur as others 
| doe. I5 nor this, To ſtand in the way | 
| of ſoumers?' Is not this to cormir | 
 finne with delight; 'and to ſay as: 
 Pharoah Hero:/, and the Tewes, Wee 
will not repent , wee will not leaue our 
| ſanes? bur continue '1n them let, 
G 0D and man fay what they will: 
'yea,, this is but to pay one debr by 
|another, 'and 2s the Apoflle faith; 
| Flepe vp wrath , againſt the aay of 
\ wrath? 
| Weeare al! haves admoniſhed as 
| wee lone _—_— ſoules, ro take 
| beedof this, that wee neuer ſinne 
| with a high hand againſt Gop, 
| wittingly.and willingly , burif wee 
| | heare fmne reproved let vs leave it, 
bee irneuer ſo pleaſant or profica- 
'ble, let vs bee like chat good King 
| lofis, who hearing the booke of 
the Law read vato him, his heatt 
melted within him, and hee wept. 
for his fnnes, for ſo long as wee | 
have 


— —— —  _ — _ — 
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haucin vs a purpoſe to lme io finne, 
it14 impoſſible that we ſhould-euer 
feate G op, or truely repent, ler 
vs pray with David, Lord keepe thy 
ſeruant from preſumpruous ſmanes; And 
let. vs know, that if wee regard, 
that is, loue wicked men ins. our 
hearts, and haue a purpoſets line in 
' hnne, Gop will nor regard our 
| prayers; nay,all wee doe is abhomi. 
| nation tothe Lord. Say nowthere- 


8. 


| 


| fore vnto Laughter, thow art mad: 
| Pronounce the wayes of the wicked 
to bee bur vaine ; ſay vnto thy owne 
' {oule, [ will haze nothing to dove with 
the wayes of miquity, and this will 
| giue thee courage when thou ſhalt 


| come to looke CurrsT Itsvs 

'in'the face, when thou canft foy| 
, with.the Apoſtles, Lord I haze for. 
| {uhzen all to follow thee : Oo) bleſſed 
| is:the {cruant whom his Maifter 
| when hee commeth ſhall finde ſo 

; doing. 

..(\Lafſt of all wee learne heere a 
notable difference berweene the 
child' of GoDp. regenerate, and a 
H 2 wicked 


| 


[Marr 9.27, 
Mat.24546g 


—  — 


Pſa.rg. 12, 
13. 
Pro, 8.9. 
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Rom 7. 


| | 


| | 


| wicked man : Hee that is borne of | 


| ſay with Paul, Theenill that | would 


| through the corruption of Nature, 


| Pharaoh in Egypt, compelled and 


Danids Bleſſed Man. V un.1. 


Gop and truely regenerate, hee 
doth not commit finne with full 
purpoſe, and conſent of will, but 
againſt his will; ſo as he can truely 


ot do that do I: That is, I am drawne 


and the temptations of Sathan, to 
doe that evill which I hate and 
cond:mne : but the wicked man 
finnes with full conſenc and pur- 
poſe, I finne and would not | nn 
ſaith the godly man; I finne and will 
finne ſaith the wicked man; yea, 
what ſeruice, ſoeuer the regenerate 
man doth giue vntoſinne, itis like | 


that ſervice which Iſrael gaue to 


wrung out from them by oppreſſion 
which made them figh and cry vn» 
ro Con ro bee eaſed of the 
ſame, But the ſeruice which hee 
doth giue vnto the Lord is volun- 
tary and chearefull : Wellroend this 
point, this is theſumme, know this 
whoſocuer thou art, that if rhon 


Strand | 


————— es... AMA —— — ——— 
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| Stand in the way of ſinners, that is; 
| takeſt liberty to thy ſelfe to live in 
[ any knowne finne, thou canſt haue 
no afurance that thou art yer with. 
in the coucnant of Grace; Xleſſed- 
meſſes no part of thy portion, hee 
muſt become a New (reature that 
ſhall enter into New lernſalem: And 
thus much for the ſecond part of 
the deſcription of a godly man, 
Negatiuely ; Hee doth not ſtandinthe 


way of (inners, 


— 


— T_C@G@_CﬀA 


[ Nor fitinthe ſeateof the 
ſcornefull.) 


Y[ Seate of the ſcornefull| he mea- 

neth heere the fellowſhip and 
ſociety of the vngodly : So that the 
meaning of the Prophet Daxid here 
in this place is, that the godly man, 
who ſhall bee, This bleſſed may heere 
ſpoken of, will not conuerſe with 
{thoſe mE, nor be familliar with thoſe 
that make a mock of al Religi6.8& 0- 


8 [ 


— 2 


The third 
-art of the 
1eſcriptt- 


»n of al 


y. 


penly profeſſe en / 


Rr 


_—— ad V 


godly 
Pao, 


— 


' Vs 


o 


118, 


—— 


{yring, doth impart ſuch an habite 
and cuſtome in cuill, that a man 
mcanes not to change his minde: Tn 
which words, as in the former wee 


| Firſt, that there is a ſeate of the 


1.Reg.10. 


Dawids Bleſſed Man, VN = 


are to conſider theſe two points; 


ſcorneful, in the which the wicked 
fit; And ſecondly , that the godly do 
notfitin ir, 

For the firſt, the Scriptures 6iſ- 
couer vnto vs athree-fold Chazre, or 
Seate, firſt of juſtice, and ſuch a one 
may that throne ſeeme to bee which 
Salomon erected. 

 Theſecond js of doftrine, 25 our 
S2uiour CngisT ſaith of the 
Scribes and Phariſes, They (t in Mec- 
{es chaire, 


And thirdly wee read of a Seate, 
ar ( haire,of the Scorneſull, ſpoken of 
io this Plalme. 

Andiinthis ſeate, the wicked and 
vngodly, Co caſe themſelues and| 
takg.their delichr,as ſometimes Þa- 
bylon did , who yantedſo much that 
ſhee did fir as [PO nrene, ard ſhould ſee 


” engurning ; 35 it, were ju frornevof 
. + all 


Inf GA . 


—{__ 
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| V x r.1. Dauids Bleſſed Man, 


all that Gon could do vnto her. 
| And this was the caſe of curſed 
{ Pharoah, who ſeemed to mocke 
[Gen to his face, when hee ſaid / 
know not the LoRD, neither will 1 
let the chiltren of Iſrael go. So then | 
the doctrine that wee gather hence 
from the text is this: Thar evill men 
| doe not vſually make a ftay in finne 
| when at firſt they haue committed 
|it, but they proceede by degrees to 
| bee worſe and worſe, Fallmp from 
| one miſchiefe to anther, Firſt, the 
deuill will ſuggeſt cuill choughrs. 
; into a man, his euill thoughts doe 


and cuſtome begerteth a neceſſity 
in finning, which is the fore-runner 


of death : This appearerh in ( at» 


cole on conſent, conſent” brecdeth \ 
attion, ation bringeth cuſtome;, 


Exod, g, 


Natty. 1. 
Wicked | 
men pro- | 
ceed by || 
gegrees to] 
bee _—_ 


Ging ſinful 


in Pharoah, and in /udy , who by 
ſteps, and degrees in finning came 


in /udaa Who was at the firſt a-cun- 
ning Difſemblerz ſecondly,a fecte' 
Theefe; thirdly, a bold lyer; fourth- 


| 


at laſ} toi hee hardened in Giihe, A+ [Math. 26.8; 
[ohn 12. 5.) 


Math. 27.5] 


ly, a Traytor; and laſtly, a'repro- 
| H 4 bare: 


Fo 


— — —————— w—— 


| Op | 
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4Pſal.69.17. 
ler, 13-23. 
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| wickedneſſe to another; and as wee ſee 


land from ſtanding Rocke Rill in 


Dauids Bleſſed Man, V un. 1» 


bate: And thus a wicked man , 2Sit 
is in the Pſalme , They fall from ene 


it cleere heere in the words of this 
Text, from walking to ſtanding, 


finne, at length, through cuſtome 
come to lye downe and wallow in 
finne : Oh happy then is that man 
that finneth leaſt , next hee that re- 
turneth vnto Gop ſooneſt; bur 
moſt woefull is the eſtate of him 
that goes on in {inne, that with 
Ahab, Hath ſold bimſelfe to worke 
wickedaeſſe in the ſight of the Lov, 
For marke what followeth : Car 
the Blacke-moore change hu thinue, or 
the Leopard his ſpots ? Then may they 
do good who haze accuftomed themſclues 
to doe exill, Where the Prophet 
ſhewerh, that cuſtome in finning is 
almoſt an incurable diſcaſe. This is 
a lamentable cſtare, and this is a 
fearcfull iudgement of Gep for a 
man thus to bee left over to him- 
ſelfe, to fall thus from one evill to 


| another, and to heape together a 


——— —_ — 


great | 


— TT 


great meaſure againſt the day of 
wath: And the cauſe of all this in 
a man is his diſobedience towards 
his GOD : for this doth the 
Prophet make cleare, when hee 
ſaith; CMy people wonld not heare my 
wonce, and Iſrael would bane none 
of mee ; So, I gaue them wp onto 
hardne(ſe of beart, and they haue wal- 
| ked intheir owne comnſels : Where the 
Prophet Dauid ſheweth, that ſce- 
ing they would not bee reclai- 
med and reformed; as in mercy to- 
wards them the Lorpd vouch. 
fafed them the meanes of reforma. 
tion his Word, therefore the 
LornD gaue them ouer to the 
hardneſſe of their owne hearts, 
that ſo they might altogether fill 
vp the CAleaſure of their iniqui- 
tier, and thar the juſt wrath and ven- 
geance of G oD,mightthea fall vp- 
on them, 

Hence we are taught, how dan» 
gerous a thing itis, togiueany en- 
tertainement ynto ſinne at the firſt, 
it will bring a man tothe height of 

finne 


Vun1. Daxids Bleſſed Man. | 


89 | 


Pſal.81.1 _ 


2. Thcſ, 2: 
19, 


Uſe, To 


COH——- __ — 
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—_—. 
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finne in the end, cuen openly topro.. 
feſſe it, and to praQtiſe it with de. 
light and greedinefle; cuſtome in 
finne takes away all ſence of finne, 
ſo as by cuſtome men come to iudge 
of finne to be no finne; yea, it makes 
| it very naturalltoa man; ſo as ſuch 
men who at firſt would haue beene 
| aſhamed to have beene ſcene 
amongſt lewd company , yet by cu- 
Rome haue got ſuch an habite of fin 
that they haue growne to bee yery 
| impudent and ſhameleſſe, I1ke Tha- 
|mar, Who at the firſt played the 
whoore with a vaile as being aſha- 
{med to bee ſeene, but afterward 
grew more impudent : fo many a 
man would haue bluſhed to haue 
ler.6:15. |heene heard ſweare, to bee ſeene 
drunke , to bee found in vnchaſte 
company, but through cvſtome 
haue growne ſo impudent that af. 
terwards would bluſh at nothing, 
And when a man takes the chaire of 
finne, and fits downe in it, and hath 
gotacuſtome, and taken delightin 
finne, how hatd a thing is it for a | 
man | 


_—_—— 
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| Vs R. L Davids Bleſſed Man. 


mai co leaue nar hiine,, hee that 
hah got a habite and cuſtome of 
ſwearing, as he growes ſhamel:ſſe 
in it, ſo how hardly doth he leaue 1? 
So of drunkennefle, &c. A nayle 
knocke 1nto a poſt. with many 
blow es js h-rdly puld ovr, ard finne 
often committed, and growen fa- 
miliar with a man, through cu. 
ſtome, is hardly left; cuſtome is like 
a ſtrong Rreame , it carryes a man 
into all fnnewith violence; And as 
a man by continuall labour ſo har- 
dens his hand that it becomes 
ſencelefle; ſo cuſtome' in finre ſo 
hardens the heart, that a mans con- 
ſcierce becomes ſencelefſe, This 
muſt teach vs to repent berimes, 


] 


an head , that it is more likely to 


not to ſuffer hone to come to ſuch! 


_ 2 


ler.13. 25 


maiſter a man then a-man it : for if 
thou dofſt not repent to day , thou 
wilt findjr harder to repent to mor- 


ſinne ſtronger, and cuſtome is 2 ty- 

rant which will hardly beereſiſted; 

therefore t ſhall bee thy wiſedome 
ro! 


row, thy ſelfe groweſt weaker, thy Vote. 


k 


— 
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| DauidsBleſſed Mas. Vs _ 


to repent with ſpeed, to delay no 
longer, but while it is called 
To Day, to breake of thy finnes, 
| and to -turne ynto G OD for 
| mercy. 
12 2, Wee aretaught hence , that ſee- 
ing wicked men grow worſe, and 
worſe, adding finne vnto finne, 
and committing all iniquity cuen 
with greedineſſe,ſo their damnarion | 
doth not ſleepe, but they draw nee- | 
x. Per, 2.3,| rer and neerer their deftruQiongyea, 
the iudgements of Gov follow | 
them et the heeles, and inthe end 
will ouettake them, Thus it was 
withthe old world, what a heape of | 
finne had they gathered rogether, 
| adding finne vnto finne, as drun- 
Gen.6, | kenneſſe vnto thirſt : Burwhenthe | 
| meaſure of their iniquity was full, 
the Lorp was at hand with his 
iudeements and they could not ef 
cape. This was the caſe of the finfull 
Genas, [Sodomites whoſe finnes cryed vp| | 
ro heauen for vengeance, howſec- | 
uer they might glutthemſclues with 


finne, and drivke downe iniquity | 
| like 


np — 


— —— 
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Var. 1. Dauids Bleſſed Man. | 
like water, it was but for a ſeaſon, 
the Loxd would bee no longer 
prouoked by their finnefull lives 
bue ſent downe fire and brim- 
ſtone from heauen vpon them; 
euery finne doth helpe ſome- 
what to increafe the weight, and 
to fill vp the meaſure of a wicked 
mans iniquity, And that G OD 
thar keepes a Regiſter of the 
workes of all men will one day 
giue ynto eucry man according to 
his-workes : And when they ſhall 
go the way of all fleſh, they ſhall 
then ſay, What hath pride profited 


93 | 


— Rn. nt... _—_ 
—_ _— 


vr, and what hath the pompe of ri- 
ches brought vs te? When they ſhall 
ſee thar all the daies of their life, 
they haue wearied themſelues in 
yaine, andrhen ſhall bee plunged 
into irreuokable and intollerable 
torments, X 

This may ſerue to reproue ſuch, 
as relying ypon their owne wit, 
knowledge, Gtrength,and goodneſle, 
dare conuerſe, and keepe company 


with notorious Arhicſts, Papiſts, | 


Mocke- 


—_—__CWV__.. 


Rn 
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Mocke-Gods,'Swearers ; Swagge- 
rers, Diunkards, &c. «By» which 
meanes 1tis iuft with G op; they 
no. ſhunning the occfhonsof ſinne 
are p-rucrted by them to their owne 
deftruction; .And no {c{le> worthy 
of reproofe, are thoſ*: kinde of men 
or women , that linke themſclues or 
their children,in marriage with ſuch 
as be vile, wicked; prophane, and | 
Irreligious: Alas! what agreement is 
there berweene CnRisT and Be. 
lial, Gon and the deuill, Light 
and darkenefſe, a Beleeuer, and an | 
infidell, to haue ſuch neere coniun- | 
Rion and fellowſhip with them; | 
How can ſuch eſcape and\nor bee | 
polluted with their finne, And be. | 
cauſe men and women in this match 

make no better choice. but marry } 
for loue of money, beauty., orthe | 
like, rather then for Religion, Ver- | 


ene, orthe feare of Go; 'it comes | 
'0 paſſe har they live rogether moſt | 
vncomftortably and in great diſeon- 


rentment, - Y 


x.Cor.6. 
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| | | 
[ Nor fit in the- ſeate of Scorners.) | 


}Y Scorners, in this place, are 
meant ſuch wicked men as are 
both hardened in fiane, and liue a 
Pires life; ſuch as: are become 
ftubborne and rebellious finners, 
profefiing all impiety ,. contemuing 
Gop and man, ſuchas being con- 
firmed with the long practiſe of 
 finne and a bad life, -haue gota ha- 
| bite of ſinne, and can do nothing | 
| elſe bur finne,, and difpiſe all good 


| duries and rake a ſcoffe at all Re- 
ligion, | | | 


Hence we learne this doctrine 


to make a mocke of all Religion 
and euery Chriſtian duty : And ſuch: 
a man. is come tro''a wonderfull 
height of finne, and js notoriouſly 
wicked and vngodly;' So it is. ſaid 


ther Noah, and ſmart mocked god- 


COD Dottr. 
that this is the property of a noto- |, . br 
rious lewd and wicked man to make gra lewd 
a mocke of all piety and godlineſſe, and wic- 


that curſed Cham , mocked bis fa- Gen, 9.23 


En 
 — 


©} Z 


Ads 17. 
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{Mat.26 68 


AR. 2. 12, 
| 


[2.Kin, 2,22 


[Ier.20.7. 


of Gop dilligently, and carefully, 


' DaxidsBleſſed Man. Vu x1, 
ly Iſaac; becauſe, as it is like, [ſmae/ 


ſeeing godly //aae, performing 
ſome duty of Religion, Prayer, 
Thankeſ-piuing , or the like, hee 
laughed him to ſcorne: The Atheni- 
ans mocked Paxl, What will this bab- 
ler ſay? Sothe Scribes and Phari- 
fes mocked our Sauijour CyrisT, 


ſaying; Haple King of the Iewes : The| 


lewes mocked Sainc Peters Sermon, 


ſaying ; Theſe men are full of new| 


wine : "The children of Bethel, moc. 
ked Elizews the Prophet, faying; 
Go wp thow beld-head; This was the 


-| complaint of godly Jeremy, O Lord | 
[ am tz deriſion daily, every one mocketh | 


mee, Andasit was, fois it ill and 
will bee, the world is full of fach 
lewd and wicked men, ſuch Mocke- 
Gods that mecke and mow ar all 
good duties, ſcoffing and ſcorning 


| all Religion, flouting and miſ-vſing 
| Gods fairhfoll Miniſters raile ypon 


them and revile them * yea if any 


man feare Gop make conſcience 
of good duries, to heare the Word 


_— 
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to reade, pray in his family,&c, And 
will not ſweare with the ſwearer, 
drinke with the drunkard , and run 
with wicked men into all exceſſe 
of rior: This than ſhall bee mocked 
and pointed at, and called by the 
name of Puritan, and Precyfion, 
and I know not what, and can very 
hardly endure their company. Now 
| theſe kind of men, theſe ſcoffing 
Iſmaels, and curſed (hams, though 
they ſeeme to bee neuer fo honeſt 
and ciuill, yet the word of Gop 
paints them out in their colaurs, as 
the moſt vile and wicked men that 
live in the world, becauſe they con. 
temne and deſpiſe, they mocke and 
fcorne Gops word, and thoſe that 
bee moſt deere vnto God, 

Ler all fuch ſcorners, and 
ſcc ffing-martes take heed, for as they 
bee moſt abhominable in the fight 
of God, ſo they ſeldome orneuer 
eſcape vnpuniſhed. Looke on that 
curſed Chan, fcoffing I/mat/,behold 
Gops vengeance ypon thoſe two 

and forty yongers that mocked rhe 
| Pe I Propher 


| g7 | 


—— 


| 
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Eſay 37. 
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Propher Elizew, what became of 
them that mocked and miſ-vſed the 
Prophets ofthe L o x p? What be- 
came of thoſe that mocked and mil- 
vſed our Sauiour Irs vs CurisT? 
And let men but obſerue it and 
markeit well, and they ſhall cleerely 
ſce ſome token or other of Gops 
vengeance vpon the heads of ſuch 
ſcoffing wretches : yea, let all ſuch 
wicked men know that they be too 
much their owne foes, in that the 

hate the godly, mocke Gops Mi- 
niſters, raile ypon his ſeruants, they 
fare the better for them every day 
.they riſe , whatſocuer wicked and 
vrgodly men have and enjoy, it is 
forthe godlies ſakes; for if it were 
not for them, and their ſakes, the 
Sunne would ſcarce ſhine ypon 
them , the heauens would fall vp- 
onthem, the earth would open her 
mouth and ſwallow them , the fire 
would burne them, the water 
would, drowne them, and- all the 
creatures of Gop would arme 


therafclues againſt them :. And 
dro 1, ' therefore 


= 
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[their company;for as the former is a 


therefore the.. children of. G ov 
(as one faith): are. like a peece of 
corke caſt intothe Sea full of nayles, 
the corke beares them vp which 
otherwiſe would finke of them. 
ſclues one by one, Now then what 
a folly and madneſle is this to hate 
them,to mocke thera, and to miſ-vſe 
them by whom they fare the better 
euery day they riſc, 

Seeing wicked men are ſo ill affe. 
Redto Gov and his children, be. 
cauſe they loue the devill, and bee 
his vaſſails, and theſe belong to 
Go »v: Letvs hercinbeliketoGop 
our Father, and moſt ynlike wicked 
men, letys loue Gops children, 
and make much of thoſe that feare 
the Lox», and let vs delight in 


Vie. 2, 


| igne of a nctorious wicked man, fo 
| this is a figue of a godly man : Hee 
| deſpiſeth @ vile perſon, aud maketl 
much'. of ', thoſe that feare th: 


[that wee love Gov, if wee loue th 
| brethren. Againe,e 111 my delight tg tr 
we. 2 


fn I the) 


L.o x ». Againe, Heereby wee knov |. 
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the Saint , and ſuch as excell in ver- 
tue: Such as bee Religious , feare 
Gop, and live a godly life : Theſe 
bee to bee beloued bee they neuer 
ſo poere. Itis lamentable to ſee the 
courſe of the world, let a lewd man 
come into company, that is notori- 
ous wicked, an Athieft, a blaſphe- 
mous wretch, one that laughs at 
Gov, and all goodneſle, a drun- 
kard, or the like: This man ſhall bee 
roo too welcome, and wee will cate 
and drinke and bee merry with him, 
Burt leta godly man , a Prophet of 
the Lorxp, a faithfull and zea- 
lous Miniſter, come into our com- 
pany, wee are weary of him, wee 
cannot endure his company , hee 
marres all our mirth, wee cannet be 
. [merry for him, thus men ſay, Oh! 
Hel-hounds , and wicked wretches, 
thou maiſt as well fay thou canſt not 
bee merry when G 0D is preſent, 
Hee that deſpiſeth yow , deſpiſeth mee; 
Theſe men onely delight in the de- 
uill and his curſed inftruments, * - * 
" | 
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| The Firſt Pſalm ; 


| And thus much for the firſt part of 


negatiucly deſcribed : Hee doth 
wot walke in the counſel of the wie. 
hed, hee doth not land in the way of 
ſinners, nor he doth not ſit in tha ſeate 
of the corners, 


ny 


Vrass. 2, 
But his delight s in the Law of the 
Lord, and in bis Law bee doth 
meditate both day and night. 


ITyHzRTo we have 
heard a godly man 


[Va 3.2. David: Bleſſed Max. | 


the deſcription of a godly man, | 


deſcribed : Firſt, ne- 


gatiuely , wag 


what evils hee dot 


I 3 carefully 


moſt carefully ſhunne |®atucly. 
and anoide, Now he comes to his 
deſcription affirmatively, _— 
what good things hee doth mo 


—_ 
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carefully embrace and follow, 

In this deſcription, firſt note 
the Chiiftian duety, and holy 
praQtiſe of a godly and righteous 
man; namely, to be much and often 
in ſerious and Chriſtian medita- 
tion, | 

| Secondly, the obieQof his ftu- 
dy, not his pleaſures, preferments, 
or profits, as moſt carnall men doe, 
which minde nething but earthly. 
things; but hce is conuerſant in the 
hely Scriptures, doth ſeriouſly 
Study the Word of Gop, his 
meditation is concerning the Law; 
that is, the heavenly dodtrine 
| which ſhewes the Will of GOD 
and his Worſhip, what man muſt 
and ought to bclecue and doe to 
|Erernall Life. 

Thirdly, the circumſtance of 
times is carefully to bee confidered; 
for the godly 1nan doth not now 
and than by arts and fits, like a 
man inan ague, Reade, Study, and 
Medicate the Word and doctrine 
of GOD, but it is his daily 


tr, 
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Study, ) 
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Study and continuall Exerciſe. 
Not that wee ſhould imagine 
hee doth nothing elſe, bur the 
|| meaning is; hee ſets ſome time 

a part daily ro ferue GOD, 
ſome time to Reade, ſome time 
to Heare, and ſome rtimero Medi. 
tate ;'yea often times hee beRtowes | 
ſome part of the night, when ſome 
bee at reſt and ſleepe. and beſtowes 
iion GODS Service, ſetting 
his minde en heauen and heauenly 
things, ** | 

Firſt, in that the Spirit of Gon 
deſcribeth a godly man, not one- | 
ly by leauing and auoyding lewd | 
company, and the counſell of the | 
wicked, but alſo by liuing well, and 
framing himſelfe to ſtudy the Scrip- 
tures, and to leade his life there- 
after, | 
Hence I gather this doctrine, that Dotir.1.þ 
it is not ſufficient for the leading of 
a godly life, which may both pleaſe 
Gov, and bring comfort to a mans 
owne foule, To abſtaine from | 
euill, bur hee muſt alſo doe well: 

I 4 nor| 
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Not to do 
leuill is not 
ſuffcier: it 
is damna- 
ble not to 
do good, 


| 


| 


Deauids Bleſſed Man. V 88.2. 
nor onely not to doe euill, but re do: 
good: Iris not enough to prouc a 
man to be a godly man, and a ſound 
Chriſtian, That hee carefully ſhunne 
and auoide the lewd counſell and 
company of wicked men ; but hee 
muſt alſo be as carcfull ro meditate 
in the Law of Gop day and mb; 
And therefore as in this place ſo vſu- 
ally inthe holy Scriptures they are 


Eſay 1.16, 
Pſalm. 34. 


Math.3.10. 


Mat.25.41 


both joyned together : Ceaſe from 
ewill, learne to do well : Eſchew emill| 


ener. The eAxe ts put to the roote of 
the Trees, encry Treethat bringeth not | 
forth good fruit, Marke Cyr 15ST 
ſaith, not onely cuery Tree that is 
barren, and brings forth no iruite, 
good or bad, nor etery one that 
brings forth cuill fruite , But That 
brings not fer:b good fruite, us hewen 
downe :nd caſt into the fire. And at 
the laſt day the Lor will ſay to 
the wicked, Depart yee curſed; not 
for robbing the poore of meate, 
drinke or apparell, or coſting rhem 
out of dores, but for want of ſhew- 


and do good, and theu ſhalt line for ( 


ing 


L 
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ing mercy ynto them. A Chriſtian 
life doth confiſt of two parts, ſo ſer 
downe by the Apoſtle : eAbborre 
that is emill, there is one halfe, end 
cleaue to that is good, there is the 
other halfe, If any want the former 
or the latter, hee is but halfe a Chri- 
tian, and ſoſhall atlaſt come ſhort 
of areward; And therefore this is a 
priuiledge to all the commande- 
| ments of Gop, that where any 
| vice is forbidden , the contrary ver- 
rueis commanded : and where any 
 vertue is commanded, the contrary 


Orchard is not contented that his 
Trees beare no naughty fruite, bu: 
if they beare nor good fruite hee 
will hew them downe as fewell for 
the fire:It is not enough for Z aches: 
that hee be no more an extortioner. 
but if hee will becorne a true con- 
uert indeed, hee muſt make refti- 
| eution of that hee hath gotten 
| wrongfully, Theſe and the like ex- 
amples make this doctrine apparant 
vntovs, thar for the leading of a 


godly 


105 


Rom.12.9. 


vice is forbidden, The owner of ar} 


Luke 19 8, 
lames 2.25 


—— 


= 
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godly life it is not ſufficient that a 
man dono cuill; Not to walke inthe | 
connſell of the wicked , not ſtand in 
the way of ſinners , nor ſit in the ſeate 
of the ſcornefull :; But hee muſt 
doe good, Hu delight 5s in the 
Law of the LoRD, and in his Lawe 
hee doth Meditate both Day and 
Night, 

This ſerues to reproue moſt men 
in the world ; as no godly men in | 
deed, nor ſound Chriſtians; for 
moſt menthinke, if they can ſay, I 
thanke Gon I do no body no 
harme,nor ſay them harme,I am nei- 
ther whoore gor Theefe, I am net1- 
ther blaſphemer, drunkard,&c, All } 
is then well, they be as good Chriſti- 
ans as the beſt, and ſhall as well bee 
ſaued as the beſt Preacher of them 
all. Tbut yon ſce heere a godly man 
muſt not onely abftaine from cuill| 
But meditate in the Law of G © 1, not | 
onely ceaſe from euill, but do good, | 
looke on the places of Scriptures 
before named: Deborah pronounces 
a heauy curſe againſt Nero/s;not for 
hurting | 


| 
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hurring or hindering the people of 
GOD, bur "ES they oid not 
helpe them againſt the enemies of 
COD: andſothe axe and curſe of 
G op ſhall bee ypon all thoſe that 
bee not as carefull ro do good, as to 
eſchew evill, Pax profeſſes thar' 
hee was a man of an vpright life, 
and one that was vynrebukeable to 


this was but as Dang without the 
righreouſneſſe of CnrisT. It were 
oo0d if our civill honeft men, as we 
call them would confider this : they 
ſtand vpon this, they defye all the 
world; Who can ſay blacke to their 
eye? They ſay no body harme nor 
do none : Well, grant that they lay, 
which is impoſſible, though they 
could abftaine from all outward 
euill; as ſwearing, lying, drunken- 
nefſe, whooring, pride, enuy,&c,S0 
as No man could lay ought of theſe 
to their charge z yet heere is bur 
halfea Chriſtian, but one part of 
his life, for hee muſt not onely 


_ 


not do euill, but doe good: 


the world, and yet profcſſcs thar all 


Phil, Zo 4+ 


Nor | 
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Not onely to bring forth evill fruit is 
damnable, but not to bring forth 
good fruite, And in the day of 
judgement CHR15ST will proceed 
againſt men, not onely for doing 
euill, but eſpecially for not doing 
g00d, 

Secondly, if ſuch as abftaine 
from grofle cuils bee in danger of 
damnation for want of doing good; 
thatis, becauſe they haue nor lead 
2 godly life, beſtowed much time in 
hearing and reading the Scriptures, 
praying and calling on Gops 
name, doing workes of mercy and 
equity to men; how much more 
thoſe that abſtaine from no euill, 
but breake out into all kinds of wic- 
kednefſe and prophaneſſe, Such as 
makea mocke of Religion, and ſel- 
dome or neuer come to heare the 
Word Preached or taught, but 
abound in all kind of finne and ini. 
quiry : If che rich man bee damned 
that did not giue of his bread to 


feede the poore , good Lord what 
ſhall become of thoſe that haneta- 
ken 


es 


_—_ 


Vun.2. Dauids Bleſſed Man. 
ken away the bread of the poore: 
That all their life haue drunke 
downe iniquity as it were water, 
their damnation doth not ſleepe ; If 
theſe things bee done to the greene Tree, 
what hull become of the dry Tree? In 
aword , if the not doing of good 


ſhall bee punifhed ſo ſeuerely, as we 
hauc heard , Oh! what will then be- 


in all manner of finne and impiety, 
whooredome, drunkenneſſe, &c, 
Where ſhall ſuch finners as theſe ap- 
peare? If the others, which haue ſce- 
med to haue bene iuſt and righteous 
men ſhall not bee ſaued : 0h conſider 
thus yee that forget Gon, leaſt 1 
teare you tn peeces , and there bee none 
that candeliner you, 


—_——— 


[ But his delight 6 in the Law of the 
Loxo.] 


Har is, the godly man who 
| is | truely blefſed and happy 
doth wonderfully louc, and is great- 


ly, 


come of theſe whoſe liues abound}. 


_-— 
—— 
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| fo ly: iffeRed with the word of Go D, 
and hath exceeding delight and ioy 
in the doQrine of Gon, becauſe 
there is reuealed the will of GOD; 
whereunto men muſt bee carefull to 
frame and conforme all their de-} 
fires, thoughts, words, and deedes, 
becauſe heerein is chalked out and 
| declared the very high-way to Eter- 
| nall Life and Saluation, 

Doty. Hence then wee are taught this 
A godly | doQtine,that 1t is a ſpeciallnote and 
man per-| property of a godly manto performe | 
formes | Chriſtian dutiesto Gop willingly 
godly du- 
tes cheer.) 20nd cheerefully, and to make them 
fully. his delight and ioy. Thus did /ob, 
lob.23.12.| { eſteemed thy word wore then my ap- | 
pornted food : And thus did Daxza, 
| when he ſaith; Lor Dp what lone haze 
Pfal.t19. | 73-10 all thy commandements , all the 
diy l:»g is my fludy inthem, And Da- 
| wd (hewes his wonder fall loue.and 
| acc 4m of it, by the names that hee 
d--ih ive vnto ir, calling it Doldrane, | 
Teftemonter, (ommandement ty*Fi 
Iudzements , Way, Statutes 5 


Se, And in another LY 


. ———. 
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aith, 
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faith : That it is more to bee deſired 


which the LorxpD himſclfe doth 


A 


require, when hee ſaith; Heare 6| 


L ord onely, Aud thou ſhalt loue the 
Lonrp thy Gop with all thy heart, 
with all thy- ſoule , and with all thy 
might, And ſo the Prophet Dawid 
prayeth, O Lony I beſeecch thee 
accept of the free offerings of my month, 
and teach mee thy indgements. And 
this is the rule which the Apoftle 
Pax! ſetteth downe when hee ſaith: 
As enery man wiſheth in ba heart ſo 
lit him gine, not gradgingly, br of ne- 
i ceſſity for G OD Honeth acheerefudl 
| gizer. Now that which the Apoflle| 
ſpeaketh of Charity and Almes,may 
truely be ynderſtood of euery Chri- 
ſtjzzn duty, when wee pray wee muſt 


we giuethanks ynto G op we mult 
do it cheerefully , and ſo of all other 
duties of Gods worſhip laid downe 


in 


then Gold, yea, then fine Gola; Pſa.16.10. 
that it is, Sweeter then the hony, M3t.22.37 


and the hony-combe, And this is that Wild 


'Leuit 1.3, 


Ifracl, the LorkD thy Gop «Deus. x. 


pray vnto G op cheerefully , when Gen.4.5- 


2.Cor.9.7- 


— ——_— 
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in his word. And indeed this is it 
that doth pur the difference between 
the Godly andthe Wicked, the ſer- 
uice of the one and the ſeruice of the | 
other. {ain will come with his Sa- 
crifice as well as Abel; but hee 
brought of the worſt, thinking any 
thing good enough for God; and 
this he did very grudgingly : where- 
25 eAbel brought of the beſt to Sa- 
crifice to God ; and this he did wil- 
lingly and cheereſully, And all thoſe 
duties that are not thus performed, 
they haue nolife nor yertue in them 
to giue them any grace or accep- 
rarce with God, So that we ſee that 
outward profeſhon is not enough to 
2fſure vs of our ſalvation, if it be not 
ioyned with fincerity of heart, | 
Now where it is ſaid here, thar 
the godly mans delight is inthe Law of 
the Lord, there is great reaſo why the 
children of God ſhould be thus affe- 
{ ted to his bleſſedword and heauen- 
ly doQtrine aboue all chings in the 
world, that it ſhould be ſweeter onto 


them then the hony and the hony-combe. 
| Firſt, | 


| 


© Firſt, becauſe it 1s the bread of 
life, 1 ss the power of Gop to ſal. 
ation: And therefore is called, The 
Goſpell of the K ingdome,and the King- 
dome of Heanen, becauſe ir is that 
whereby men are brought to eter- 
nall life and the Kingdome of hea. 
'nen, 
' Secondly, it is the effeRuall 
meanes and inſtrument which the 
'Lorp vſes and hath appointed to 
| beget all ſauing grace inthe hearts 
| of his children,namely, knowledge, 
faich, humility, odedience and the 
like. 
| Thirdly, it is the bread of life,euen 
the heauenly Manna whereby our 
[faith is confirmed, and our ſoule 
 comforted,yea it i5 the (taffe where. 


V #2. Dauids Bleſſed Mar. II3 


to wee muſtleane in all danger, as 


rod and thy ſtaffe doth comfort mee, 
Fourthly,the word of Go Þ is that 

direction whereby wee may ſquare 

all our thoughts, words & deeds,as 


K onto | 


Dawn ſaith, [ had periſhedin my trou- 'p. 
ble had it not bene for thy word; and Thy pa 


2 


Rom.10.14 
1.Cor.1,21 


|. 119, 
I. 23, 


4 


David faith; Thy Word s a Lantkorue 'pg,1, 119, 
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Math. 4. 4» 


Wſe. 1. 


ler. 6.10. 


| Daxids Bleſſed Man. V x x... | 


onto my feete, and « light vnto my 
pathes: And without this wee can- 
not live well, but ſhall wander yp 
and downe as blind men in the 
darke, 

And laſt of all itis the two ed- 
ged ſwordof Gops Spirit where- 
by wee muſt put to flight all the 
temptations of the deuill, ſo as wee 
cannot repell them, or withſtand 
them, vnleſſe wee bee \{kilfull and 
cunning to viethis weapon, 

This doQtrine may ſerue to re- 
proue the greateſt part amongſt vs 
as wicked and vngodly, becauſe ge- 
nerally men have no loue to the 
wordof Gop, no delight in this 
heauenly doEtrine, it is not ſweete 
nor precious in their eyes, butra- 
ther it is irkſome and tedious vnto 
them, it is bitter and vnſauory, Ir 
fareth with people in theſe daies as 
it did with thoſe old people of the 
Iewes, Vnts whom ſvonld 1 ſpeake 


Behold, their eares are vncircumciſed, 


jon they cannot hearken vnto it , the 
Word 


OSS 


— 


and admoniſh that they might beare: | 


Vu n.2. Dauids Bleſſed Man. 


Wordof the LoRD « 4 reproach vn- 
ro them, and they hane no delight 
therein, Now that men haue no . 
light tothe Word of Gop, which 
is the very power of Gop to ſalua. 
tion it may appeare, 

Firſt, .becauſe men and women 
take no delight in Hearing, Rea- 
ding, and Meditating of the Word 
of Gc»; you ſhall finde a great 
number that will buty other pro- 
phane bookes, that will hardly vuy 
the Booke of all bookes, the holy 
and ſacred Bible: And if they buy 
ir, yet they ſpend no time in peru- 
fing of it, in reading and medita- 
ting of it : Other bookes are de- 
lightfull and pleaſant ro flcſh and 
bloud, and this is the reafon they 
ſo much defire them, but withall 
this ſhewes that they bee carnall, 
not borne anew, for if they were 
then would they beſtow lefle time 
inreading and perufing thoſc pro- 
phane ws yoproficable bookes, and 
would beftow more time in rea- 


[s and meditating this blefled 


K 2 Booke 


II5 


116 


UVſe 2, 


that wee owe vnto G op cither 


Dazids Bleſſed Man. Vu 2. 


Booke of Gop; yea and the 
ſmall account men make of 
Gops Miniſters, whom the Lox » 
cals his Meſſengers and Embaſſa. 
dours ; yea, the Angels of the 
Church. 

Secondly, ſeeing all the duties 


of Hearing, Praying, &c, wuft 


IE, 29,13. 


[Luk.21.2.4 


| compulſion bur willingly and 


bee performed of vs, not vpon 


cheerefully, Wee learne that eue- 
'ry action is accounted of by 
\Gop, not according to the worke 
{ir felie, but accordivg to the 
'affz&ion of the doer. This the 
'Lokp bimſclfe doth reach, when 
| hee faith : This people come neere 
mee with their month, and hcnour 
mee with their lippes, but their hearts 
are farre from mee; And therefore 
were their ſacrifices abhomination 
tothe Logo, as hee ſaith againe 
in another place, [cannot away with | 
your new Mooner, And this was it 
made the poore widdowes Mite 
commended aboue the reſt thay | 


| offere 


OO —— 


| covld ſay : Oh! how do 1 lowe thy Lu 


— . 


[y 8 R.2, Dauids Bleſſed Man, 


offered of their ſuperfluity: Hee that 
(ball gine*a cup of cold water to a Diſ- 
ciple in the name of a Diſciple, hee 
ſhall not looſe his reward, Alas! what 
is beſtowing of a Mite, a Brazen 
Token? Or what is a cup of cold 
water? are they in themſclues any 


I17 | 


Mar.20.47., 


thing worth to merite any thing at 
GODS hand? No, no, but 
Gop accepteth the manner more 
then the matter , how they are 
done more then what is done, 


Which may teach vs to labour 
to haue our eftetions tryed, that 
whatſocuer wee doc in the fcruice 
of Gop may bee done in truth, 
and fincerity of heart; this was 
lobs comfort when hee ſaid : © 
Lorp { hae eſteemed thy Word 
more then my ordinary foods! Thi: 


was Daxzids comfort when hec 


it i my meditation continually, Anc 
this ſhall bee our comfort, wher 
wee ſhall goe the way of all fleſh, 
that wee can ſay with good Exze- 
chias, Remember O Lorv that I haxe 


Pf 119.97. 


K 3 walked 


4 © 


We 3. 


loh. 10. 
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walked before thee in truth, and with 
an vpright heart : That we baue not 
beene painted ſepulchres, defiring 
to bee accounted righteous before 
men, but within full of all rotten- 
neſle and corruption, but haue la- 
boured rather to bee approued of 
Gov. 

Laſtly, let vs heerein labour to 
manifeſt our vnfeyned loue and li- 
king ofthe Word and Law of G on, 
euen by our obedience thereunto, |} {| 
that wee deſire to frame our lives 
thereafter, to obey the doctrine and 
Word of Gop in heart and life, to 
be reformed by1t, and to bee con. 
formed to it : CyurisT makes 
this to bee the eare-marke of thoſe | 
that are his Shcepe , namely this; 
That they heare his Vojce and follow 
him: And againe, Heereby ſhall all | 
men know that yee are my Diſciples and 
loue mee , if yee kerpe my ( ommande.. 
wents, So heereby ſhall men know | | 
that wee loue the Law of Gop if 


wee fiudy tokeepeir, to obeyitin 
heart and life ; Bur if wee haue in | 
©... 


[8 


_— 


vs no care to liue thereafter, bur 
breake the Lawof Gop continu. 
ally, and rebell againſt his Com. 
mandements; how can wee bee ſaid 
to louethe Law of Gop. If a.man 
ſhould ſay hee loues the Kings 
Lawes, and likes them well, and yer 
ſhould cuery day breake them wit. 
tingly and willingly, and bee cuer 
playing the Traytor; would not all 
men condemne him as an hypo. 
crice and a lyer : So, though moſt 
men ſay they loue the Word of 
Gor anddelight in his Law, yet 
ſeeing they doe daily breake it and 
rebellagainſt ir wittingly, and wil- 
lingly; by ſwearing, lying, propha- 
ning of his Saboath, drunkenneſfle, 
(willing, pride, vncleanefle, &c. 
Ir is manifeft they haue no loue yn 
to it, 

Thus much of the firſt part;ſhew- 
ing that the godly man is well affe- 
[/edtothe heauenly dotine of the 
|\wordof Gop, itis the delight and 
oy of his hearr. 

Now in the ſecond part of the 
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IThe Law 
of Gop 
is a godly 
mans 

chicſc de» 


light, 
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verſe, the Prophet ſhewes the exer- 
cile of a godly man, that as in his 
heart heeloues and likes the Word 


{ and heauenly dofdrine of the Law 


1Dottr. 3, 


of Gop, ſoinhis life hee is con- 
uerſantin the ſame, his Meditations 
are much ſpent therein, hee is ſaid to 
Meditate therein day and night, Thar 
is, the godly man doth much muſe 
and medicate, often exerciſing his 
-minde with calling to minde and re- 
membrance the heauenly doftines, 
comforts, and inftruftions of the 
word of Gor, and this hee doth 
not {I:ghtly and careleſly , but ſeri- 
ouſſy and with gocd aduiſe, and to 
this end deth euermore ſet ſome 
time apart euery day morning and 
euening, twice a day at leaſt, for the 
performance of this godly duty, 


[Doth meditate Day an4 Night] 


Eere wee ſce (till that a god] 
man and one that ſhall bee 
erucly bleſſed: The Lorp requires 


that hee be no ſtranger, and ſuch a 


one as ſeldome or neuer ſearches the 
Scriptures 


— — ——_— 


— 


—_— 
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Scriptures, but thathee be much and 
often exerciſed inthe holy and ſeri- 
ous meditation of Gods Law, in the 

diligent ſearching , peruſing & wan 
ticularly applying of the heauenlie 
doctrine of the word of 60d, And in- 
deedthis is here ſer downe as a true 


fruit of ourloue to the word, as the 
loue of the word is made a true fruic 
of a godly man:for as it is impoſſible 
a man ſhould be truely religious and 
feare God,& yet have no ſound loue 
nor delight inthe word of God; ſo is 
it likewiſe impoſhble a man or wo- 
man ſhould truely loue the word of 
God in their heart, that ſeldome or| 
neucr beſtow any paines in the ſe-| 
rious and earncſt meditation of the 
ſame, Danid cals God to witnes, that 
the louc he bareto the lawc of God, 
was exceeding great, when he ſaid,0 
how a» I I1ne thy law? Andin the ſame 
verſe he ſeemes to proue the ſame to 
God, It i my meditation continually: 
which indeede is anote of true loue, 
tobe ever thinking of the thing be. 


loued, 


Ang 
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Aadin very deed the carcfulland 
diligent ſtudy, the often and earneſt 
meditation of the word of Gop is 
the very life and Rrength of all our 
worſhip and ſeruice of Gop : for if 
men ſhould reade much and neuer 
meditate, it would doe them no 
good:if men ſhould heare much,and 
ofren,& neuer meditate, they ſhould 


be little the better. 1f men ſhould 
pray much and often, and neuer me- | 
ditate, they ſhould finde ſmall com- 
forr, If men comeoften to the Sa. 
craments , and doe not before and 
after medicate of the Couenant of 
Grace,they ſhould nor receiue much 
good thereby : ſo that you ſee thar 
meduation is all in all, ir puts life to 
our reading, hearing, praying,recci- 
uing;and without, all our reading, 
hearing, praying and receiuing will 
Rand ys in ſmall Read. 

True it is, that hearing and rea- 
ding the word will beger know- 
ledge, but Meditation is the ſpeci- 


m5 3 
all meanes to worke vpon the affe» 


ſhall; 
i 
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ſhall onely bee in generall, idle 

and ſwimming inthe braine, which | 
| may well bee called braine-know. 
| ledge, but no heart-knowledge: bur 
E | by ſerious meditation wee doe ap-| 
F ply that we heare to our owne ſelues 
3 {in particular : laying the Doctrine 
| to our owne hearts, applying it to 
| | our ſelues to comfort our {ad ſoules, 
to humble them for our finnes ; and 
ro ſquare our lives thereby, thar we 
may inall things keepea cleare con- | 


| ſcience before Gop and man, The 
2 
| 


Lord giues /oſwah a ſtraight charge 
ro doethus : Let not the Booke of the | 
Lawe depart out of thy month : But me- 
autate therem day and night : That thou 
maicſt obſerue and doe according to all 
that i written therein , for then ſhalt 
thou make thy way preferous, end thou 
ſhalt then haue good ſucceſſe. loſuah 1.8. 
and Denteronomy 6, 6,7,3. And thus 
the ſeruants of G o Þ haue bin much 
exerciſed in meditation , and there- 
by baue growen wonderfull, not 
onely in knowledge, but in practiſe, 
as we may ſee inDaxid Pſa.119,who 

rooke 


— 


_ OO. 


i —— 


/ 
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Gen.24.63 
| 


Uſe. 1. 
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| 


x 


chapter : buttothinke vponit, to 
[ruminate vpon the word of Gop, 


tooke greatdelightin Gops Law, 
and made it his meditation continu. 
ally, And of //aa: it is reported, that 
hee went out into the fields in the 


cuening to 'Medirate, 


This rep-oues the common fault | 
inthe world, that moſt men vtterly | 
negle& this duety, ſeldome or ne- | 
uer ſettle themſclues to Meditate in | 
the Law of Gov, andhis heauenly 
DoRrine. Itis hard to finde a man 
or woman that makes any conſci- 
ence of this duetie, to ſet themſelues 
apart, and erthemſelues as in Gods 
preſence,to call ro minde, that they 
haueheardandlearned, to applic it 
to themſclues in particular, to hum- 
blethem, or to comfort them, And 
this is the cauſe why moſt men hear» 
ing, and reading ſo much as they 
have , yet profit ſo little in know- 
ledge, faith, repentance and obedi- 
ence, They can be content to heare 
the word preached and taught, and 
it may bee now and then to reade a 


and, 


| 


- 
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and aSitwere to chew the cudde, ro 
call the ſame to mind againe, to 5p. 
plic it to themſelues, to labour ro 
profit by it : this they cannot indure, 
this they care not for: For if mendid 
carcfully meditate of the things they 
heard and read, how could they be 
ſo ignorantin Gops word as moft 
be? So voyde of knowledge, faith, 
repentance, humilicie, zeale , pati- 
ence, and thelike gifts, and graces 
which accompany godly and holie 
meditation. For Bookes of Statutes 
men will not only have themin their 
houſes, bur at their fingers ends: 
but Bible they haue none ; And if 
they haue, itliech vpon the deske or 
table, and they reade it not, And 
if ſometimes they reade , yer they 
neuer meditate thereon. | 
This may admonifh all men as 
they loue their owne ſoules to make 
more care and conſcience of the per- 


| 


formance of this duety, to call to 


| minde that wee doe heare or reade, 


;to thinke and muſe ypon it, to chew 
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the cudde, tolay it to heart; yea, 


and' 


— 
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| andto plic it to our owne ſoules 
| | and nd in particular : This 
| 


is like chat rumination or chewing | 
of the cudde to lay it to be found 
onely inthe cleane beaſts, whereas 
they which chewed not the cudde | 
De.14.6,7| were vncleane ; This is the marke}|, 
and property of a godly and Bleſſed| 
| man, whereas thenotdoing it is the 
| marke of a wicked & yngodly man, 
Let vs then remember, that we make 
the word of G op our Meditation 
| continually : Many men meditate 
much, ſome in one thing, and ſome 
| in another , as they areled by fond 
affeRion : ſome thinke of honours, | 
ſome of pleaſures, ſome of riches, 
ſome of onething , and ſome of an- 
other. And of theſe they dote and 
dreame, talke and ſpeake continu- | 
ally. But heere wee are taught an- } 
other leſſon; namely, that our minds 
muſt eſpecially be ſer ypon the word 
of Almightic G 0», That muft bee | 
our delight, and the joy of our hart. 
- Thelaſt point in this Verſe, is the 
| | Circumſtance of time : Namely, not} 


"SEA wr 


_— 
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by fittes : But the godly man keepes 


a continuall courſe in the ſtudie and 
| meditation of the word of Gop, 
ſo as hee ſets apart ſome time for the 
worſhip and ſeruice of Almightie 
Gop at theleaſt twice a day to me- 
ditate and ftudiein G ops Booke, 
Hence wee learne that cucrie one 
that will liue a godlylife, and fo 
pleaſe God , that he may finde com- 
fort to his owne ſoule, and be blefled 
inthe end, muſt ſer ſome time apart 
| euery day for the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of Gop, to reade, pray anc 
: meditate, and at the leaſt rwice 2 
day to call ypon his name, to reade 
the word of Gop, and te ftudic 
therein , This is that the Loxr 
commaundeth his people to offer 
vnto him euerie day the merning ans 
the —_ Sacrifice, atthe leaſt rwice 
aday , they were commaunded to 
worſhip G op, and ſothe holy Pa- 
triarchs were wont to worſhip God 
—_— euening, So we reade 
Geneſir c ap. 24.verſe 63. That god- 
ly axe went out into the fieldes in 
EE | the 


Dor. 4. 
A Godly 
man ſets 
(ome time 


apart eue- 
ry day for 
Gods ſer- 
UICCs 


| 
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the euening to pray or meditate, to| 
make himſelfe fittopray. And, /ob 
roſe wp earely to offer Sacrifice, and cal-| 
led by familie together , and this aid| 
Hob enerie dite : and Danid in many ' 
Pſalmes doth ſhew that hee did ſet 
ſometime apart cuery day, to Wor- | 
{hip G ov, in praying, reading,me- 
ditating, &c, Cornelius worſhipped 
GOD coatimually, that is , eucric 
day, according to the rule of the | 
Apoſtle, Praycontinually. And that 

we ſhould nor be wearic of well do- | 
ing, Cur1sT ſpakethe Parable of 
the vniuſt Tudge and poore widdow | 
tothis end, that we ought alwayes | 
ro meditate, pray, &c, and not wax ; 
faint and wearie, Lake chapter 18, 
verſe 1. The meaning is not that | 
men ſhould leave their callings and! 
other buſinefle altogether to attend | 
vpon hearing, reading , meditating, | 
&c, Butthat we ſhould be much and 
often in meditating in prayer, rea- 
ding &c, and performing theſe bleſ- 
ſed dueties ynto God, 


| 


And| 


V = n.2. Danids Bleſſed Man. 
| Andatthe leaſt three times a day 
to pray and call vypon the name of 


GOD, Inthe motning when wee 
riſe, togiue Gop hearty thankes 


craue fora bleſſing at his hands over 
the day following : At nooneagaine 
| when we receiue his good creatures; 
' And atnight when wegotoreſt:And 
this godly praCtiſe the word of 
'Gop preſcribes vs, and the exam- 
'ples of the godly doth reach vs: 
' Daniel prayed three times aday vp- 
on his knees vnto GoDp and pray- 
fed him as his manner was, though 


for keeping vs the night paſt, and to] 


| 


Dan. 6.10, 


'the King had made a firict Law 
againſt jr, Euching morning and at 
noone, will I pray wito thee. Arid 
 agaijve, Seuentims a day will I praiſe 
thee; That is, many times, For the | 
| Morning; Earely in the morning will I 
; dirett my prayer wnto thee; And thus 
(did e-fbraham, Iſaac, Ich, Second. | 
Iy, at noone or midday, ſo did Peter,, 
Peter went to prayer about the ſixt 
| howre ; that is, about ewelue of the 
: clocke, or noone-tide, Thirdly, at 
L night 
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Mart.13.23. 
Eſa.38.344- 


night inthe euening when wee goe 
to bed to rake our reſt , wee mult 
then remember likewiſe to giue 
GOD thankes for the comfort of 
of the day, and tocrave his blefling 
for that night, Neither is this all, 


but in the night time when ſleepe is 


{ departed from a man, and Nature is 


{ufficed with reſt, hee doth cuen 
then call ro minde the heauenly do- 
Arine of che Word of Gop, and 
doth muſe and meditate therein, as 
the rext ſaith heere, eucn Day and 
Night, For GoD which hath 
bounded the day with the night, yer 
hath ſetno bound toa godly mans 


medication. Ir is nothing to bee: 


condly, One that receiueth It; Third- 
ly, with Joy; if feurthly it ſhall 
bee but For atime onely , if hee ſhall 
not alſo continue, and conſtantly 
perſcuer, To meditate therein aa) and 
night, 

So as wee ſecthis is our duty to 
ſer ſome time apart euery day to 


worſhip GOD, As to Heare, 


Reade, 


_- "I 
Re 
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Firſt, Onethat heareth#be Word; Se-| 


CE 


ne EIT 
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reade, pray, meditate, &c. Wee ſee 
men doe ſet apatt , depute and or- 
daine ſome certaine time euerie da 
for the foode of the bodie at the 
leaſt twice 2 day to eate and drinke, 
how much morethen ſhould we be 
carefull for our Soules, euery day to 
reade, meditate, and to ptay? Of 
all the time wee ſpend in this world; 
none will be more comfortablerovs 
in death, when we ſhall go the way 
ofallfleſh, then that that we haue 
beſtowedin the ſeruice and worſhip 
of Gon, 

There is not now orice houre 
ſpent in the ſeruice of God, but will 
ther miniſter cauſe of ioy and rejoy- 
cing ; Neyther is there now one 
houre ſpent in the ſervice of finne 
and of Sathan, but the remembrance | 
thereof wil then be a terror vnto the 
foule : Ohthat men would be wiſe, then 
would they underſtand this : they woyld 
conſider theer later end ! Demteronomy 
32429; | 

This ſeemes to reproue the com- 
mon careleſnefle of the world, moſt 

| L -3 men 


- 
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men and women ſpend all their 
daies in delights, and vanities, in 
ſports andpaſtimes, in ſcraping and 
raking together the things of this 
life, and in the meane time findeno 
time at all fo ſcrue Gop, that in 
ewenty foure howres hardly can 
ſpare one to ſerue Gop, one to 
Reade,Heare, Pray, Meditate , yea, 
how many bee there which neuer 
open their bockes to reade one 
chapter in the Bible all the Weeke 
long, how many be there thatneuer 
ſpend one quarter of an howre in 
Medication, which neuer call vpon 
G op from Sonday to Sonday:doth 
not this proue men to be carnall and 
vngodly? Do not theſe men doe no- 
thing of conſcience or with delight 
and loue to G op and lis worſhip, 


the Law? What difference is there 


neuer, call on the name of Gopy, 
and the beaft they ride on : The 
beaſt ariſes in the morning out of 
his den and ftreakes himſelf » goes 


SEE. 


betwixt thoſe men, who ſe!1dome, or 


| | Dawias Bleſſed Me. Vu Re2, 


| 


þ 


: 
. 


but all for faſhion ſake, or feare of' 


ro 


Vun.2, Dawids Bleſſed Man, ' 
to his meate and ſotoworke; even 
ſo doe they neuer call on the name 
of Gon; in this thing wherein doe 
ſuch men differ from a very beaft? 
How can ſuch looke from any bleſ. 
fing from G op vpon theirlobcurs? 
Yea, how can they chuſe bur feare 
ſome fearefull judgement and curſe 
of Gop to ouertake them? And 
no doubt the cauſe why many ride 
and runne earely and late (and doe 
not call on G op fora bleſſing yp- 
on their endeuours) cannot proſ- 
per and thrive in the world : No, 
Gov ſends ſometimes iudgements, 
plagues, and puniſhments vpon 
them, and all for the negleR of this 
godly and Chriſtian duty, it is juſt 


—_— 
—————————_ 


to curſe both them and their labors. 


Qtrine they are no lefle to bee repro- 
ued, who can bee content now and 
then to Heare, Reade,Pray,and Me- 
ditate,&c, But this muſt bee at their 
leaſure, when they haue nothing 
elſe todo; butto keep certaine times 


with G OD both to crofſe and Plal.r4. 


Againe, bythe rule of this do- |yoze, 


L 3 Mornings, 


— a 
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no 


hs 


| Math. 22, 
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Mornings, Noones, Euenings, to) 


leave all ſports, paſtimes, delighes, 
and buſineſſe tro go ro Goy,: and 
ſerue him, and call ypon his name, 
they cannot abide that, they will 
{ not bee ſo tyed and reſtrained; but 
as the man in the Gofpell, when 
|Cauri1srT called him, firſt hee muſt 
go bury his father , and him thar 
would go Bid his friends farewelk: 
So many could bee content to ſerue 
'Gop and to pray vnto him, bur 
they muſt keepe their friends com- 
pany : Oras thoſe that were bidden 
[tothe feaſt; One hath his Oxen and 
| gaine to hinder him, another his 
Wife, his pleaſures and delights, 
| which hee is married vnto, and lo 
\can finde no time to ſerve Gop, 
even the leaſt thing in the whole 
world is matter ſufficient to hinder 
them from ſeruing of G o », theſe 
men ſhew that they ficde no cam- 
fort in the ſervice of Gop, no 
good, no fruite , no benefite, forif 


they did they would not bee ſuch 


| 


| 


firangers vnto it, 


Let | 
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and ſtirred on co this ducty, if wee 
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| haue not begun, now to begin, and 
in the feare of Gop to imitate 
G op s children, Dawuid and the reſt; 
Let vs ſet ſome time apart eucry day 
for the Word and prayer, elſe a 


ſhall neuer proue our ſelues good 
Chriſtians, elſe wee ſhould neuer 
findetrue comfort,elſe we can neuer 
looke for Gops bleffing vpon vs: 
let vs then ſet apart ſome of our idle 
time that wee beſtowin talking, in 
walking, in playing, iv vaine de- 
lights, or elſe idly, and beſtow it on 
Gops Service and Worſhip, in 
Hearing,Reading, Praying, Medita- 


preuented the day light, yea at mid- 
night wold ke be {9 buſted, The Eu. 
nuch in his journey was reading the 
Scriptures; letvs then neuerriſe in 
the morning, or goetobed, but as 
duely let vs euer be mindefull of this 
duty , Let ys not miſ-ſpend our pre- 
cioustime, Letys Ipray you confi- 
der why wecliue here inthe world; 

L 4 not | 
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| Ler euery one bee exhorted Vie. 2, 


ting, &&c,Danid early in the morning |. 


Ry 
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Pf.139. 12. 
Luke 9,62, 


nor toſpend and conſuwe our time* 
in royes and vanities but to ſerue 
Gov, andto ſceke for comfort and 

ſaluation to our owne ſoules, let vs 

therefore ſo ſpend it as we may haue 

comfort inthe end. 

Laſt of all we are heere exhorted 
ro bee very careful! after wee haue 
begunnea good coutſc in godlineſſe 
ro perſeuer and to continve in the 
ſame, Day and Night, even vntothe 
end; not onely in the day-time of 
proſperty, but in the night-time of 


th 
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aduerſity, for vito Gop The day 
and night are both alike : Many make 
a faire beginning , but the end is ve- 
ry fcarefull and dangerous; Many 
lay their hand to the Lornms 
Plowe, but inthe end they looke 
backe,. Lots wite feemes as torward 
as her husband; ſhee goes out of 
Sodome as well as hce, ſhes takes 


rothe end, but lookes backe con-!| 
trary to the commandement of: 
GOD, and ſo was turned into a! 
pillar | 


nn CES 


| 


| 


' 


her iourney with her husband,, but. 
ſhee d1d not cominue and hold our | 


ce. 
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pillar of ſalt; And ſhee being made 
a ſpeCtacle to all backe-ſliders, our 
Saviour puts vs in minde of her, 
when hee ſaith, Remember Lots wife. 
And Paul, when hee had Preached 
the ReſurreRtion of CurisT eA- 
orippa, faid vnto him : Thow p.r/w4- 
deſt mee almoſt to become a ( hriſtian, 
Butthere hee ſtaycdand reſted and 
would proceede no further, Theſe 
are fcarcful] examples, Ir had beene 
better for ſuch, They had mener 
knowne the way of righteou/neſſe : to! 
indeed ia 2 Chriſtian race there is nc 
ſtanding ar one flay, fornot to gol 
| forwardin Religion is ro go backe- 
ward, 

And thus much for the deſcrip- 
on of a godly man affirmatively, 
ſhewing what he doth carefully 
embrace and follow : But 
bu delight ts in the Law 
of the Loo, 
OF 
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Luk.17,32 


AR. 26.28, 


{.Pet,2.21, 


_— 


' The Firſt Pſalme. 


VERSE. 3. 


Hee ſhall bee like a Tree planted by the 
Riners of waters, that will brin 
forth her fraite in due ſeaſon; Whoſe 
leafe ſoall not fade; So whatſoener | 
he ſhall doe ſhall proſper. 


JZA&F lItherto the Prophet 
7 li Danid hath deſcribed 
_ S R vnto vs a godly and 
£ & }, righteous man, ſuch 
GIS 2 man as 1s true- 
ly blefſed » Both ne- 
gatiuely, ſhewing what be the euils 
hee moſt carcfully ſhunne and] 
auoide, as alſo affirmatiuely, by 
thoſe vertues and holy duties which 
hee doth carcfully embrace and| 
follow, Eo 
Now in this verſe the Prophet 


| Davids Bleſſed Man. Vu n.3. 


5 
£ 


proceeds to ſet out the happines " 


a godly man, or whefein bis happi- 


— 


neſle 


- emrth of: HS 
= . = 
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nefle doth confilt ; And this he doth 
firſt by a fimilitude, comparing him 
vntoa pleaſant, fruicfull,and floriſh» 
ing Tree : Secondly, by that bleſſed 
ſucceſſe Gop gives vnto a godly 
man inthe end of this verſe, 

The precedent part of the verſe 
the fimilicude it ſelfe , it hath in jt 
theſe parts, 

Firſt, wherennto the godly man! 
is compared,Toa Tree, 

Secondly, the Nature of this 
Tree is deſcribed, not every com- 
mon or triviall Tree , but ſuch a 
Tree, which firſt for the originall of 
it, Planted,Secandly,for the ſituation 
of it, By the Kiwers of waters, Third- 
ly, forthe property of ir, That will 
bring forth ber fraite in due ſea/on. 
Fourthly , by a contrary property, 
Whoſe leafe ſhall not fade. 


—_—__A___ 


happines of a godly man,by compa- 
ring him toa goodly greene Tree, 
fence welearne, 
not onely lawfull but a comendable 
and 


- —_— 


39 


Part of = 


yerſe, 


Itis heere farſt of all co bee noted [Defr, 1, 


that the Spirit of Gon ſers our the Miniſters 
'duety to 
inſtru 
the fim- 


firſt of all that ir is pleft, 


we Vo . © 
C— a OC <—C I—O  D—— 


_ —— —  ——  — — * < ou  ereertrtrerereiR_ ——oo_—_—__ 


loh 15. 


[{Math.13. 
Ioh. 10.1, 


Marth.3.r0 
[Luke 8, 4 
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and profitable kinde of teachig for 
Gops Miniſters to illuſtrate peints 
of doQrine by fimilictudes and com- 
pariſons, ſo that they bee familliar 
and fir to make the people conceiue 
what they teach; and co raiſe compa- 
riſons from the Plow and Plow=« 
ſhare, tro that end, that euen the 
ſimpleſt in a Congregation may vn- 
derſtand what is ſaid, and what is 
eaught. This was the courſe of the 
Prophets from time to time in their 
Sermons to the people. This was 
the courſe of our Sauiour himſelfe 
who in all his Sermons vſeth both 
Parables and Similitudes, compa- 
ring good men to good Trees , bad 
men to bad Trees; comparing Him- 
ſelfero a Vine, the Father to a Huſ- 
bandman, vs to Branches; Himſelfe 
to a Sheepheard, wee to Sheepe, and 
the Word to twenty things; as Seed, 
Muſtard-ſeede, &c, Tor teach all 
thoſethatare Gop $ Miniſters,that | 
when they Preach vntotheir people, 
that they lap not vp their ſpeech ina 
Miſt of words, but ſo to deliuer it as 
that 


—_——_ 


| 


; 
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that the meaneſt and ſhalloweſt a- 
monegſt the hearers may voderſtand 
it, Thence came the profeſſion of 


CuxisT Itsvs ow Lorn:And 
hence came that worthy reſolution | 
of his, ] had rather inthe Church to| 
ſpeaks fine words, ec. That I might in- 
others, then ten thouſand words in 
aftrange Tongue, In which words,by 
Strange Tongue, weare not ſimply to 
vnderſtand Hebrew,Greeke, Latine, 
&c, but by ſpeaking of the Mother 
rongue in a ſtrange manner. Prea- 
chers are fitly compared to a Nurſe; 
A Nurſe doth halfe chew the meate 
tothe little one, and doth bable vnto 
them in their owne ſtammering 
tongue: So muſt Preachers propor- 
tion their doctrine to their hearers 
capacity, and fit his tongue to their 
voderſtanding, 
This may fervue. to reyroue ſuch 


kind of Preachers, who ſeeke not 
to Preach CyrisT crucified, but 
Preach themſelues , euen ſuch as in 
handling the Word of Gov, and | 


Panl, Wee Preach not our ſelues , but 


= 


2,Cor.4.5. 


i. Cor, 14. 
19, 


— 


mm —. 


Preaching | 


nn ET 


| 


Uſe 2. 
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Preaching of the Goſpell, ſceke'ro 
ſhew their owne learning, wit,art,& 
memory , and ſo indeed preach not | 
Chriſt, bur themſelues, like rhe old 
Phariſes, lowing the praiſe of men more 
then the praiſe of God : But what ſhall 
Damid the Prophet of the Lord, of 
rather,the ſpirit of God in him,ſtoup 
ſolow asto [peake to the vnderſtan- 
ding of all men,by {1militudes, com- 
pariſons, and the like; And ſhall fin- | 
full man, a worme of the earth, exalr 
himſelfe aboue God, to ſeek only to 
tickle itching eares with the words 
of mans wiſedome ? 

Secing Gods Miniſters muſt bee 
fairhfull Teachers of the trueth of 
God, and muſt deliuer the ſame in 
the plaine evidence ofthe $pirir, not 
with the inticing wordes of mans 
wiſedome z This ſerues ro dire the 
hearers in the arte of Hearing : they 
muſt ſubmit therpſelues ro Gods or- 
 dinance, and bereadie ro know the 
will of God , we muſt nor haue itch- 
ing arcs, thar arg not ablero ſuffet 


| wholeſome DoRrine, like the Gen= 


tiles 


_—G————— 
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the Apoſtles, becauſe it was nor tj. 
led with mans painted eloquence,e- 
ſteeming it fooliſhnes , What is this 
but ro to ſtint the Spirit,and to teach 
the Lord to ſpeake ? preſcribing the 
Miniſter what he ſhall ſay, and re- 
traning our hearing what we will 
heare 2 what then will follow bur 
that we ſhal heare without fruic? and 
the word to be vnto ys only a ſauour 
of death vntodeath, 

Hence we obſerue heere a ſecond 
point of Doctrine, that ſeeing the 
Prophet compareth a godly man to 
atree ; That of all the Creatures of 
God there isadouble vſe, one Na- 
curall , the other Spirituall, As 2 
Tree in nature ſignifies ſuch plants 
of the earth as bring foorth fruir ac: 
cording to their kind , Now befides 
this naturall fignification , ir ſerues 
to put ys in minde what wee ought 
ro bez namely, fruitfull trees in the 
Lords orchard, leſt if we be barren, 
or bad, we prooue fewel for the fire. 
; Aman hauing atree in his orchard, 


tileswho deſpiſed the preaching of| 


| 


vic of all 
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| 
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Dofttr.2. 
Double 


the crca- 
cures of 
God, | 


| 
Math, «1 Os 


116 
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Lo 
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ifit briog forth nothing bur leaves, | | 
he will cut ir, and prunc it, 2nd dun 
it; but if after all this coſt and labour 
it remaine till barren, hee will then 
hew it downe as good for nothing 
but fewell for the fire, Hereby wee 
may ſee how G op will deale wich] | 
vs: We beall Treer neere planted in 
the Lords orchard; he doth water vs 
with the preaching of the Word, hee 
cuts vs and prunes vs, Now ifaſter' 
much coſt and labour wee ſhall re-; f 
maine barren {I , ifthe Lord come! ; 
three or foure yeares, and fill no! * 
fruic will be found; Hee will then 
beibinke himto ſtub vs vp that wee 
cover not the ground, So by ſowing 
of corne into the ground to main- | 
tzine mans life, our Saujour leades ! | 
vs to conſider of another thing : for | 
as the ſower caſts his ſeede abroade | 
into ſundry ſortes of ground, and} 
they according to their nature bring | | 
forth frvit accordingly : Even ſo the; | 
Miniſter of the Word, ſcatters and 
ſowes the ſeede of Gods Word into 
the ground of mens hearts, and as] 


they: 


: 
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'T confderthen how the curſe of God 


| 


| 
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they be prepared, ſo chey bring forth 


* | fruit : So by a Weauers Shuttle wee 
"| ſeethe ſhorcnefle of mans life, gone 


in a moment, Doſt thou ſee how the 
winde driues the clizffe antd duſt of 


| 


the earth about, giuing itno reſt yn- 
till ir be cleane diſperſed away? Oh! 


ſhal follow and torment the wicked, 


| and neuer ler their ſoules be at reſt 


till it conſume them. Doſt thou lie 
downe into thy bed euery night? oh! 
remember that thon muſt ſhortly lie 
downe inthy graue,ba couered with 
duſt, and therefore prepare todie in 
the Lord, Doſtthou ſee the beauti- 
full prafſe and hearbs of the earth 
cur downe and wither away? Soth 
beauty and riches ſhall fade and pe- | 
riſh, When thou ſ{ceſt a ſtioking ca- 


]rion, there behold a piture of thine 


ownelelfe, for no carrion is ſo loth. 
lome to man, as a rebellious {inner 
to God. Doſt thou put onthy cloths 
to couer thy nakednefſe ? Oh labour 
forthe precious robes 'of CyrsTs 
rightcouſneſſe , That thy filthie. ua 


M kedveſſ 


[OE 


145 


| 


Iob 7. | 


Verſe 4.of 


this plalm, 


Eſay 60, 


—___ 


Renel.3.18 | 


th 


— 
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* [/ball beopened, wherein all thy finnes 


kedneſſe doe not appeare . Doſt thou 
but waſh thy hands in water, oh 1a. 


Cnnr1sT to waſh away the ſpots 
of thy finnes? Doſt thou bur fir 
downe to cate and to drinke to 
nouriſh thy body, without which it 
thy ſoule doth much more ſtand in 


of thy ſoule? Doſt thou ſee ſome. 
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bour for the bloud of Iresys! | 


could not live: Oh cenfider that! : 


neede of the bread of life the foode! * 


times brimſtone burning? oh confi- 


dreadfull iudgement of Gop vp-| 
on Sodome and Gomer, that were 
burned with fire and brimſtone, and 
how all finners ſhall haue their por- 
tion in the Lake of fire and brimſtone!? 
Doſt thou but take a booke into th 

hand,and open itleafe by leafe ? oh 
confider, that the time will come 
when the Bookes of thy conſcience 


are written one by one, and thou 


ſhalt then receive according to thy] | 


4 


| all the creatures of Go», there — 


workes. Andthus wee ſee, thatof| 


double 


der and quake for feare of the | 


* wg * ” ed bd 
Rs 


—— 
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double vſc to be made of them: The 
one Naturall the other Spiricuall,| 
one Temporall, the other erernall, 


_— 


[ Hee ſhall bee like a Tree planted 
by the Riners of Water.) 


Hts part of the fimilitude, 
doth fignifie vnto. ys our im- 
planting aud ingrafting into Tesvs 
Cnxr1sT his Myſticall Body , by 
the worke of Gopvs Spirit , and 
by the meanes of a true and liucly 


Faith, 


| 


| 147 |. 


Hence marke , in that the Prb- 


Dottr.3. 


phet Daxid compares a godly man |All men 


thus to a Tree, not wilde but Plan- | 


red, and that by the Rigers of water, 
and that this is a figne of our infiti- 


on or ingrafting into Chx1sT' 
his Myſticall Body whereby we are | 


made Members of the fame, Hence 
I ſay wee are tabght thar all men our 
of -Cyr1$st are miſerable, one- 
ly they be bleſſed that be vnited yn- 
to 'Txsvs Currsrt, and-ingraf- 

M2 ted 


that are 
notingrafs 
t:d into 
IESVS 
CurrsT 
are miſe- 
rable, 


—m— 
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red into his myſticall bodie , Our 
Sauiour ſpeakerh of this when hee 
compares his Father to a Husband- 
| man, himſelfetoa Vine, and all of| | 
I0.15.1,z, | Ys to Branches. : Now hee ſhewes, | 
Rom.11. | that thoſe who be not ingrafred in-/ 
to him, that they bee burdead and| * 
withered boughes , and therefore 
| they muſt be burned inthefire, We | 
| areall by Nature wilde Olives, that | 
| bring feorth nothing bur ſowre and | * 
| ynſauoury fruic till we be tranſplan- | | 
ted by the Spiriteof GoD, andins«; * 
erafted into the ſweete Oliue Ir-| 
'$vs CunrisT. Weſeethis plaine 
| by common experience, take a ſci- 
ene froma Tree, and vnleſlſe it bee 
incrafted into an other Stocke, it 
will die and never beare fruit : 
So, vnleſle wee be grafted into T- 
lo.g.6, $vs CuRisrT by faith, and the 
lo.8.35. |Spitit of Gop, wee muſt needs wi- 
$4 ther and come to nothing , bur 
cs | proouc fewell for the fire of Gops 
vengeance, And Pau! ſhewing the 
eſtate of all men byiNature out of 
c HRIST, faith, that We arealldead 


) in 


——_—__. 


| 


Eph, 2.1,2, 
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wrath, yea the very vaſſals of the Di- 
Gops vengeance and eteriiall 


the world ſtrangers from the commons- 
weale of Iſracl in a curſed and: dam- 
nable eſtate, Yuleſſe a man be borne 
anew hee can newer enter into the King- 
; dome of Heauen, Yea,the Diuell is 
|called the god of this world, be- 

cauſe all men, by Nature, are his 
| vaſſailes and ſlaues, hee reignes and 
rules inthem . We are in the Diuells 
clawes,and raken in bis ſnares to doe 
his will. This is the common {lauerie | 
of all, high, lowe, rich, poore, noble 
and ſimple, Let men boaſt never fo 


much in outward reſpeRts, as ſome. 
times the Tewes did , Wee were nener 
bound to any; yet vntill thESonne of 


Rightcouſnes Chriſt Ieſus doe make 
them free,this is their captiuitie, We 
reade in what an intollerable bon- 
dage the people of Iſrael werein, in 
Egypt vnder Pharaoh. But it can no 
way figure out. ynto ys the miſera- 


in trefþaſſes and ſinnes ; The children of 
{ uell, and limbes of Sathan, ,heires of |r-Cor. 4.4. 


damnation, Wee are without GOD in - 


— 


T4 


[0.3.3,5- 


2, Tim. 2, 


lo. 8.33. 


Rom.7 23. 
Excd.1.1s 
Colol. 2.3. 
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ble flavery and bondage that every 
man is in ynder the ſpirituall Pha- 
raoh Sathan : for heere the ſoule, the 
wil,the affeQionand all are captiued 
and held in his ſnares To doe bu 
will, 

The vſe hereof may ſerue to hum- 
ble vs,and to cauſe the lofty to ſtrike 
file, which ioy ſo much in outward 
things, riches, honour, beauty, 
ſtrength, authority, &c, Alas! vihat 
of all theſe when inthe meanetime 
chou thy ſelfe art bur a ſlaue vnto 
finne and ſathan, a dead and withe- 
red Tree, reſerued for the fire of 
Gops wrath, eternall death is thy 
ſureſt inheritange : If thou haſt thy 
right what canſt rhou expe but the 
fire of hell?Ir is Natures deſert, and 
that which Nature doth aime at: 
Why art*thou then (5 man) ſo ſe. 
cure when thy ſinnes haue caſt thee 
into ſuch a diſmall eſtate : Oh let vs 
labeur to come out of it, let vs nor 
ſuffer our eyes to ſleepe, nor our 
eye-lids to ſlumber till wee haue 


got the affurance that wee are taken} 
s our. 


a 3 


7 Y®, 6203; 
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| |bigh, low, rich, and poore, old, 
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out of the ſtate of Nature into the 
ſtate of Grace, and te bee by faith 
ingrafted into this true Rtocke 
Cu nisr Itsvs. 

Secondly , this ſhewes that all 
thoſe that liue and die in the eſtate 
of Nature vnregenerate, not borne 
anew, not ingrafted into Izsvs 
CurrsT, muſt needs periſh and 
= damned for euer, The Apoſtle 
(ſhewes that all men by Nature bee 
| Rarke dead in treſpaſſes and finnes, 
and that all by Naure are the chil. 
drenof wrath, as well as others, 


Ir 


yong, learned, and volearned : This 
is thar our Sauiour faith, Ynleſſe yee 
repent yee ſhall all periſh, And againe, 
If any man abide not in Mee, beets 
caſt off as a withered branch, and 
_ gather them and caſt them into the 
fire and they burne: Oh! how ſhould 


0 


Luk. 13. 5. 


lok.15.6, 


this admoniſh all men to look about 
them, itis wonderfull to ſee how 
men go on fremday to day, ſecurely 
in their finnes, and neither thinke of 
heauen nor hell , bur perſeuer and 
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Pſalm. 50. 


continue in their ignorance, vnbe- 
liefe , and hardnefſe of heart ;” in 
ſwearing, contempt of the:Word, | 
prophaning the Saboath, in lying, 
tealing,adultery,&c, O conſider this 


the wofull and fearefull eftare of all 
ſuch as live and die our of Cnglsr| 
in the eſtate of nature, they muſt 


Det Yr. 4» 


ce that forget Gon ! Oh conſider 


needs periſh and foreucr bee dam- 
ned : Oh thinke of this, and the 
Lord giue thee vnderftanding in | 
all things, that euery day thou ri- 
ſeſt thou art in: danger to looſe thy | 


owne ſoule, and therefore lay this| | 
do@rine to heart, and know that it | & 
is not good to dally in fuch tins, I 


And therefore now beginne to re-! 
pent andturne vuito GOD while 


ger, bur repent and ſecketo beere-| 
conciledro G OD while itis called! 
to day, | " 

The ſecond part of this doQtrine, 
is, that 2s all thoſe that bee out of 
Cur1srT, are miſerable and cur- 


— ———_ 


| © 


GOD will net bee motked:|F 


itis called ro day: Deferre no lon+| | 


| : ſed, | 


ſed, and if they live and die inthe 
| fate of Nature, cannot bee {aued: 


are Regenerate, and borne anew, am. we 
. . aA 
that bee ingrafted into I gsvs/ 


is happy 


ritof Gop; fo as they beethe true 
- land Jively Mcmbers of. CywrsmT 
' | bis Myſhicall Body, they are blefled 
and happy. Now that theſe are 
blefled ic may appeare in that | 
bleſſed prayer Cnr1sT made a 
[little before his paſhon; Hee begs | 
| this at his Fathers hand, That all che\loh.17. 
Eleit »47ht bee one 1n Him, and Hee 
rthem :; And this Hee begges of- 
tenand earneſt ynto his Farther for; 
which ſhewes, that it is a matterof 
| endlefſc moment and great impor- 
tance, Now that ſuch as bee 
one with CyRisr, are rruely 
bleſſed, ler vs confider a little what 
great and incomparable benefits we 
receive by this ourPlanting and In- 
graltinginto CurrsT his Myſti- 
call Body, 
Firſt, hereby ir comes topaſſethar 


euery 


bs. ED. —@C_ 
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\{ So on the other fide, all thoſe that [Onely the 


CarTsT by Faith and the Spi- a, blefſed.} 


Pſal.go, 


h— 
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every true Beleeuer hath ſweete 
vnion and communion with Gop 
the FaTHER, SOoNNs, and Ho. 
Ly Grosr, ſo as Gop the 
FaTturtr loues him as his childe, 
takes care gf him, dothbleſſe him, 
and prouides a Kingdome for him: 
So Gop the Holy GHrosr is 
his Comforter in all eſtates, ſo as he 
isnowthechild of Gop, hath Iz- 
s$vs CunisT to his Elder Bro- 
ther, and all the Angels in heauen 
haue charge ouer them, 

Secondly, euery true and lively 
memberof Its vs Curisr, is re- 
conciled-to Gop and iuſtified in 
his fight, ſo as hee hath the pardon 
and remiſſhion of his finnes in the 
bloud of Iegsvs CunnrsrT be- 
ſtowed vypon him, againſt whoſe 


* [faith the gates of hell ſhall never 


preuaile, _ | 
Thirdly every true and Jiuely 
Member of Izsvs Cursir is 
partaker of all the merites of 
Cur1sTs ſufferings and obedi- 
ence, as if hee had done them in his 
owne | 


—_— __ 
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owne perſon, CuRISTs merites 
bee his merites, Cyumn1sTs death 
is his death, Cy rIsTs righte- 
ouſneſſe is his righteouſneſſe; ſo as 
Gov will not callhim ro account 
fort his finnes, or looke on him as 
hee is in himſelfe, but waſh a- 
his finnes awaye in the bloud of 
his Sonne, and beholde him as 
hee is couered with CunisrTs 
owne Righteouſnefle and Obedi- 
ence. 

And hence wee haue three won- 
derfull benefites that we are ivgraf- 
ted into Teſus Chriſt, There bee! 


three things which-make cuery mar 
miſerable in Gods fight, 

Firſt,the guiltinefle of fin,where- 
by euery ſirner ſtands bound to 
vndergoe and ſuffer the curſe of 
God for his finnes and breach ofhis 
holy Law. 

Secondly the corruption and fil. 
thineſſe of finne, which makes a 
man more loathſome then a Toad 
or Serpent in Gops fight; ſo as 
this makes a man abhominable, 


Benektes 
which a- 
riſe from 
ouringraf- 
ring into 
[ESVS 
CurisrT. 


Gal.3.10, 


| and 
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and all.hee doth excceding loath- 
lome. 

Thirdly, there is the euer- 
laſting curſe of G O D due vnto 
vs for finne, which a carnall and 
vnregenerate man is in danger of 
euery day and houre ,i+ and which 
ſhall one day as certainely be execu- 
ted vpon the wicked, as now they 
liue, 

Now in TESVS CHRIST, 
by being vnited to him, and being 
members of his Myfticall Body, we 
haue three wonderfull remedies, 
againſt theſe three fearefull miſe- 
ries. 

Friſt, for the bond of Obli- 
gation againſt ys, Hee hath 
raken it away, and nayled it to 
his Croſſe, and crofſed and can- 
celed the ſame with his owne Heart 
Bloud, 

Secondly, forthe ſtinking filchi= 
neſſe and corruption of finne, 
CauR1sT hath both perfeAly o- 
beyed the Lawfor ys , and alſo 
covered ys in his owne righte- 

ou neſſe, 


———— 
Cs et 
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Thirdly, for the moſt iuft and in-! 
tollerable puniſhment , Hee ſtood 


paid the full price, and puniſh- 
ment for our finnes : for when 
Cun1sr ſuffered in our Reed, 
it was as muchas if wee had ſuffe- 
red, 

The fourth maine benefite 
which euery godly man hath, 


is, Sanctification, which is a won- 
derfull! and ſupernaturall worke of 
Gops Holy Spirit, whereby eue- 
ry godly man, that is atrue and liue- 
ly Member of Irsvs Cuxrisrt, 
is freed, both in Minde, Will, and 
Aﬀection from the bondage and 
ſlavery of finne and ſathan, and is 
by little and little inabled and 
firengthened by the Spirit of G oD, 
to Will, Deſire, and Approue that 
which is good,and holy,andto walk 
in it. 

- And this SanRification hath two 


ouſneſſe,' as Jacob in E/ans _—_ Rom. 8, 1, 


in our ſeed vpon the Crofſe, and |Efay 53-5. 


Reu- 1.6. | 


by being one with CunrsrT,| 


parts, 


x57 | 


| 
| 


al. 2.23, 
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parts, Mortification, aud Vuuificati- 


| 
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on: by the former is finne cuery day 
more and more mortified, weakened 
and conſumed : by the later , inhe- 
rent righteouſneſſe is put into them, 
whereby they walke with G op in 
newneſle of life, 

Now boththeſe parts of FanQih- 
cation are wrought after this maner. 
Firſt, after the Chriſtian man is yoi- 
tedtoCHyrIsST, planted into him 
as intoa Stocke, and become a li- 
uing member of his myfticall bodie, 
CarisT Its vs then by his ſpiric 
works in him two blefſed works. 

Firſt, the godly man ingrafted in- 
to IeSvs Cunzsr receiueth po- 
wer and ſtrength from the death of 
CuR1srT todie to all finne : So as 
the powerof CnRismTs death and 
paſſion doth kill finne, andmortifie 


their corruptions ; For 4s many as are | 


baptiſedinto TES$vs CuRaIST, are 
baptiſed into the finnlitude of his death. 
So as thedeathof CyunisT is asa 
corrafiue to eate vp and to conſume 
all rotten flc{h, and the <0 


- 


Vun.3. Dawds Bleſſed Man. 
- of our hearts, 1reares out finne and 
yi Þ frees it away by little and lirtle, till ie | 
d| | 


be vtterly aboliſhed by death when 
our SanQification ſhall be perfeed. | 
G Secondly, euery godly man re- 
' ceiuech power and ſtrength from 
> |CurisTs refurreRion toriſe our 
| ofthe graue of fine to newveſle 
life ro walke with G oÞ in holinefſe 
and righteouſneſſe. Euen as wee ſce 
| all che parts of the bodie being ioy- 
| | ned to the head, receive life and mo- 
| tion from it : Euenſo every Chriſti- 
| an, as ſo manypartes and members 
| of CyunrrsT IESvs thehead, re- 


ceiue from him ſpirituall life and 
motion, whereby they walke with 
G «Dd innew obedience, 

This do@rine doth firft of al con- Vet. 
demne the doctrine ofthe aduerſary, 
That man hath free-will in himſelfe, 

we ſee here, that this myſticall Tree 
Clan, muſt be planted, hee can nor 
plant himſelfe , Indeede man at his 
firſt creation had free-wil in himſelf, 
bur ſince his fall,that bleſſing is now | 
falenaway &vtterly loſt in _— 4 
| rene 


: P Arg — 


_—_ FC — —_—_—— — 
- 


| 
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Dan.9.9, 


Vee 2. 
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the proofe of this point may appeare 
vnto vs, if wee will reſt ypon the te- 
timony of God himſelfe, who pro. 
fefferh thus of man , that The imagi- 
nation of mans heart S ewill , from his 
youthyp, Now what good can bee 
willed of him who is firſt ewil/? Sc-! ' 
| condly, whoſe heart is a founraine, of | | 
all euill. Thirdly, whoſe imaginarti-| | 
ons, as ſtreams oithart fountaine, are 
exill, and that nor for atime, but c- 
uer From hu youthep , $o that pow 
o_ fall of man , the freedome' 
of mans will ro goodneſle is ſo in- | 
|thralled andeclipſed, as that of our 
'ſelues we cannot plant our ſclues in- 
| 'rograce orinto CyuRIsST; for wee | 
| areas Trees, not planting our ſelves, 
bur muſt be planted by God , Fpr be| | 
ſhall be 48 a Tree planted. 

This magnificth the free grace off 
God aboue mans free will, or merit; 
for whereas we doe faile to plant our 
ſelues, yer as it appeareth by the 
Text we are planted. It is the Lord 
chat muſt worke in vs both the will 


and thedced; he muſtturne himſelfe 
| vnrto 


| 


—” 
- 


— 
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lvnto vs before wee can turne vnto 
him, This is acknowledged bythe 
[Prophet Danic/in that worthy pray- 
er ofhis when hee ſaith , Compaſſion 
and forgineneſſe isin the Lord our God, 
albeit we haue ſinned againſt him , This 
is raught by the Apoſtle when hee 
faith , that Eternal bfe is the free gift 
of God, Yea our Sauiour CyrisrT 
himſelfe doth confirme the truth of 
this when he ſaith; Exery plant which 
my heaueuly Father bath not planted 
ſpall be rroted rp  Yeaitis worth our 
beſt obſcruation, That the whole 
worke of mans ſaluation is called by 
[the name of the worke of Grace or 
' of Mercie, And therefore on what 
[part focucr we cs{t our cies, we fhall 
| ſee the free orace and mercy of God: 
| Beginne we at the foundation of all 
Goats eternallelefhizn, and come from 
thenceto the period of all Aſans plo- 
rification , and (till aske the queſton 
from what root each part ſpringeth? 
The anſwer mult be, From the free 
Grace and Mercy of God :it was the 
free grace and mercy of God, that he 
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ſhould eleRt vs : It was the free grace | ?? 
and mercie of Gop , that hee ſhould" q | 
ſend Chriſt to redeeme vs: It was the 
free grace and mercy of God that he 
ſhould call vs, that he ſhould iuſtific 
vs , that hee ſhould ſanRifie vs, and 
what can ir be but the free grace and! | 
mercie of God , that wee ſhalbe ad-| | 
mitted to an Inheritance immortall and| |, 
vndefiled ? So thatwe ſee here inthe! | 
whole work of mans redemption by, | 
CarrsST, There is no footing left! | 
for humane merit : for the free grace| 
and mercy of God and mans righte-| n 
ouſneſſe cannot poſſible ſtand roge-/ 
ther, they will neuer admit any com-;| ' 
poſition,and therefore we muſt con-| ; 
clude for the whole worke of mans | þ 
Redemption , and ſayz Nortwnts vs) | 
Lord, nit unto ws, but unto thy Name | F- 
gixe the glorie. | 
Laftly,ſeeing al men out of Chriſt 
be miſerable,8 thoſe only thatbe in| | 
Chriſt be bleſſed, ler vs labour while | | 
; 


we liue, tobe aſſured of this, that we 
are regenerate , that we arethe true, 


and lively members of Icſus Chrift: 


All| | 


——— 


. 
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Al men fay they hope to be ſaved, bur 
thoſe that be planted &ingrafted jn- 
to him, none bur chey thar be rege- 
nerate & borne anew, none bur ſuch 
as doe repent and beleeue in Chrift 
Teſus, and be thetrue & liuely mem- 
bers of his myſticall bodie. 

And to the end that we be nor de- 
ceived in ſo weighty a matrer, but 
that wee may afſuredly know whe- 
ther Chriſt dwell in our hearts by his 
ſpirit, & we dwell in him by faich, ſo 
25 we be true and lively-members of 
his myſticall bodie; ler vs erie ic by 
theſe two wayes, Firſt, by the power 
of Chriſts death; Seconely, by his re- 
ſurreftion . If thou be a member of 
Chriſt, thou ſhalt finde the power of 
Chriſts death, daily crucifying the 


ruption cf thy nature: ſoas weſee in 
a mans body, when there is mach 
dead fleſh ina wound , they lay cor- 
zie medicines to it, to care it our, ſo 
the deathof IEsSvs CuxrIsT ap- 
plied to our hearrs by faith, doth frer 
and cate out as acorzie, the corrup- 


olde man, and eating our the cor- | 
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tion of Nature, our dead fleſh : So as 
CnrisrT by his death maketh all 
his members die vnto finne, ſo as 
they can not liue in the bendage and 
{lauery of finne, 

Now then proue your ſelues, you 
hope to be ſaued by CumrisT I8- 
$VS : But be not deceiued : Chriſt 
died for none bur ſuch as be ynited 
ro him, his true and lively mem- 
bers : And none are his members 
but ſuch as finde and feele the power 
of his death, to mortifie, kill, and 
; weaken the power of ſinne and na- 
{turall corruption, Do you then find 

| finne todie in you? Doe you finde 
| the ftrevgth of your corruption to 
| bee abated, the heate of it tobe a- 
layed? Doe you teele CyrisTs 
death fretting it out, ſo as you can 
ſay ; I hate ſinne , I abhorre finne? 
It is as butter as Wormewood ynto 
me. Doe you finde this change in 


finnes, labouring to get out of ig- 
norance, toleaue ſwearing, lying, 


the 
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your liues that you leaue your olde|\ 
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then your caſe is good, it is an eui- 
dent token that you are ingrafced in- 
ro lxsvs CurisT. Butif onthe 


as ſtrong now as euer it was, and 
that you are the ſame not that you 
were ſcuen yeares agoe, no dying 
to ſfinne, and rifing to newneſſe of 
life, Oh deceiue not your owne 
ſoules any longer ! your caſe as, yer 


members of IEsvs CurR15ST? but 
wilde Oliues, dead branches, good 
for nothing but fewell for the fire, 


[ Which bringeth foorth ber fruit 
in due ſeaſon, | 


> Sow is the ſecond propertie 6f 
that-Tree whereunto a Godlie 
man is compared:namely,as it is we! 
planted and ſeated by the Riwers ſide. 
where it hath continuall ijuyce and 
nouriſhment , and is well watered - 
Euenſo likewiſe it is fruitfull , and 


is fearefull, you bee not the liuely | 


The ſec6d 
properric 
of this rree 


[This Tree 


(he: CUN- 


ompared 
'3 moſt like 
co be the 
palme tree 
Moler an 


yeeldeth ſweete and pleaſant fruire 


N 3 to 


Qu 


Plal.t, 


:o the god; 
'y manu | 
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| 
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Palma gau- 
det riguis 
- [retoque ani- 
mo bibere 
eaudet. Pls. 
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Members 
of Chrift 
lare cuer 


fruirfull, 


| to him that planted ic, And that In 
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due ſeaſon. Euen ſo the godly man be- 
ing ingrafted inro IESvs CurIsT 
why 2 rivers de, and being a hue- 
ly member of his myſticall bodie, he | 
bringeth forth much good and plea- 
ſant fruit, and that in Due ſeaſon: 
When as it may belt Rand for the | 
gloric of Gop, and the good of 
man, | | 
Here we ſee then who arethe true | . 
and liyely members of Iefus Chriſt, | | 
who is a true godly man : and who | 
1s planted as this good Tree in Telus 
CHnR15ST thetrue Vine, Namely, 
ſuch as bee carefull and endeuour 
themſelues continually to bring 
foorth the bleſſed fruite of a godlie | 
and Chriſtian life ; Emerie Tree « 
knowne by bis fruite : A Tree is not 
knowne by his rhinde, norbarke, 
nor braunches,nor yet by his leaue+, | 
But enery Tree is knowne by bu frune, 
Mathew the twelfth chapter andthe 
foure and thirtje verſe : a good tree 
cannot but bring foorth good fruite, 


and a badde Tree can not but bring 
forth 


_ 
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forth badde fruite : So euery man is 
knowne by his fruite : Hee that is a 

odlie man, and a true and liuclie 
" Imember of Itsvs Curisr, can 
not bur bring foorth good fruite, e- 
uen the fruite of good workes , and 
a godly life : ſo a wicked man can- 
not bur bring foorth badde fruir,the 
workes of darkenefſſe, of a wicked 
and yngodly life. We ſee if a grift or 
ſcien: be ſer into a good Stocke, and 
take aright, it will appeare by the 
yeelding of fruite , Bur if it doe nor 
proſper,then it withers and dies, and 
is good for nothing bur the fire, So 
if any man ſeeme to bee a Chriſtian, 
andtobeamember of CunRisrt 
Izsvs , and yetbring not foorth 
good fruire; Surely his eftare is 
fearefull ; while hee is vnfruitefull 
hee muſt bee pulled away as a withe- 
red braunch, andto the fire he muſt 
goe, Atrue Chriſtian muſt nor bee 
(like the Tree which Cunist I8- 
sys curſed, which had leaues and 
no fruit, but hee muſt be hike to the 
Tree planted by the rixers ſide that will 


Mart. 21 .19 
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that which is more , They bring forth 


fruit in their age, Pſalme nineticand| 


ewo,and the fourteenth verſe, wher. 


ſaith, 2.7 *mothie chapter 3.verle 13. 
Wax worſe and worſe , and fall away 
from God daily more and more: this ! 


as euill men, as the Apoſtle S, Pol 


was the ſumme ofthe Doctrine of 
loba Baptiſt to his hearers , that they 
would Brizg foorth fraite woorthy a-| 
mendment of life , Mathew chapter 3. 
andverſe8, Andthe like is vſed by 


ſuch as becomm:th the Goel of ( hriſt, 
Philsppians, the firſt chapter and the| 
ſcuen and twentie verſe, Againe, | 
Follow holineſſe, without which no man 
ſhall ſee God, Helrewes the twelfth 


Heerein (faith our Saujor Cunrisrt 


u my Father glorified, that yee beare: 
much fruit , and become my Diſciples. 
And we know how Almighty Go» 
did plead this cauſe with the people! 


of lſrael , eucntheir Yaſrunfulaeſſe, 


not- 


_— — - 
—— —— ——_ 


the Ap oltle, Let your conuerſation be | \ 


chapter and the fourcteerith verſe. * 


inthe Goſpel of Saint Zohcha,15.8)| | 


Dauiads Bleſſed Mean, V us. 3. ind 
bring feorth fruite in due ſeaſon. Yea,| | 


\ 
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| notwithſtanding his great coſt and! 
paines about them; This is the hope 
i of the Husbandman , that after his! 
coſt and paines , he ſhall inthe end} 
| reape ſome fruite as a am. Aus 

of his labours : And ſhall wee not 
thinke that G 0» will require the 
ſame at our hands, wee being The 
Vineyard of the Lord of Hoaites : For 
euerie Chriſtian rthar liuerh in the 


Church is a Tree in Gods Orchard, | 


hee hath his roome and ſtanding ; 
The Lord watereth them with the| 
deaw of Heauen, the Minifteric of 
his word and Gofpel , and the vie 
of his Sacraments. Now the Lord 
lookes that wee ſhould yeelde him 
fruit, otherwiſe you know what be- 


— 


Matth.22 


came of the Fig-tree that had good- 
| ly leaues,but no fruit tit was ſenten-| 

| | ced withthis curſe, Newer fruit nerd 
| ; 01 thee more, It will not goe forpay- 
} \'ment with Almightis Gop, Thar 
& | wehauvebeene baptized into Chriſts 
q Name, that wee haue a being here 
inthe Churchof Gop, andare ra. 
ken for good Trees before Men: 


—_@@we 


| No: | 


— 
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Obie, 
eAaſw, 


Fruite of a, 


Chriſtian | fruices of Faith, the fruices of Re- 
threefold. 


'Tames 2. 


[ 


ao: [cis our bring11g torth of much 
fruice, that m1't aſſare vs that wee 
arethe M:mberz of CurisrT and 
ingrafced into him, 

Waat bee the friuits that a god! y 
man muſt bring forth? 

They b:e the fruires of good 
workes,they be the friute of a godly 
life. Ina word, they bee the bleſſed 


pentanc*, and the fruites of new 
Ovedi-nce. 

Firſt, euery trite and liuely mem - 
ber of Iesvs Curisr, that is, 
euery godly min or woman that is 
regenerate, and borne anew, and ſo 
a found Chriſtian, muſt habour to 
bring forth the fruice offaich, Now 
faith is nothing elſe bur thar 
orace of Gomn in a mans heart 
whereby hee belecues the promiſe 
of ſaluation and the promiſes of the 
Goſpell, and applies them to his 
owne ſoule, and therefore Saint | 
Lames faith; Shew mee thy faith by thy 
workes : Doft thou delight in the 
Lawof Gop, andlouehis Word? 
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Doft thou delight in his —I 
and calling on his Name? Doft thou 
4 find thy faith to Pwrifie thy heart? |AQs 15. 9. 
This is ſome part of that fruice 
which Gop requireth of thee: | 
This fruite Peter brought forth, Mat.16.16, 
Thouart CyurIST the Sonne of the 
lining Gop : This was the fruite|, , _ . 
that the Diſciple John brought |, A 
forth : Wee belzeue and know that thou 
art CunisT the Sonne of the (i- 
wing Gop: And indeed this is the 
firſt tone that is to bee laiJ inthe 
building vp of a Chriſtian, and 
therefore very fitly called a Foun. C92. 27" 
dution; and the Collofhans are ſaid| 
to bee Rooted, and Built, and Stabli- 
fred in the Faith; and indeed, this 
is that ſure foundation that ſhall 
deare vp the whole frame of our 
ſoules againſt all windes and wea- 
thers, It is the firſt worke of change 
inthe heart, and the firſt difference 
berwixt man and man, when GoÞ 
By faith purifieth the beart: Ie will as, 15.9, 
ſuffer no vncleane thoughts, vnlaw.. | 
full luſts, or wandring motions to Note, 
harbour | 


—_—_z 
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[Heb, 11.6, 


| 


Luk, 13.5 


_' tance, whereby a man is humbled | 
for his finnes paſt, andis affraid of 


| ſorrow muſt worke this true repen- 


[z.Cor.7,xo [£1f repeutance tn a man to ſaluation: 
| And therefore inthe Scriptures are 


harbour there, ic guideth the affeRi.. | 


ons, lone, hatred, ſorrow,&c, Such 


a man loues nothing more then |" 


Gor, hates nothing more then 


finne, reioyceth in nothing more |; 


then in doing the will of Go», and 
forrowes for nothing more then | 


that hee ſhould offend ſo good and 


gracious a GOD. Againe, itis the| | 


foundation of all our obedience; 


for Without faith it 1s smp1ſſible an: 
pleaſe GOD; And without it wee | | 
can neither pray, heare,or performe | | 


any duety that ſhall bee acceptable 
with Gop, 
The ſecond is the fruite of Repen- 


finne in time to come, This fruite 
of Repentance is of abſelute neceſ- 
fity to ſaluation, according to that 


of our Sauiour, Except yeerepent, yee 


ſhall all periſh, And onely godly 


tance ina man : Godly Sorrow cau- 


recorded 


— 


he. 


—_ — 


| 
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& recorded the mournings of the 


| godly in the daies of their humilia- | 
" A rion, Davids Fainting: Exechias ehat- 
1 tering bike a Crane: Iob abhorring him- 
| ſelfe m duſt and aſhes : Peter weeping 


Bitterly. Mary Magdalene waſhing 
CuRlsSTsS feete with her Teares: 
And Paxl crying out, O wretched 
max that I am'We muſt mourne with 


[theſe heere, if wee will reioyce 


with them heereafter: And ſurely 
if there were neither heauen nor 
hell, neicher reward nor puniſh- 
ment, yet the godly would forrow 
for ſine, for offending their good 
and gracious G © D and louing 
Father, Beſides this ſorrow in a 
godly man for his finnes paſt, hee 
is exceeding affraide of finne in 
time to come: as Dauid was, who 
prayed vito GOD ſo earneſtly, 
that hee would Stabliſe hins with his 
free Spirit: P[alme fifty one, and the 
tenth verſe : That ſeeing hee had 
ſuch woefull experience. of his 
owne weakenefſe, hee praies voto 
= Lokp that he would giue "_ 

is 


Pſal.126.5. 


—— le — 


- | thou finde theſe fruits of true repen. 
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his preventing grace that hee might 
neuer fall into the like finne againe, 
So the godly Iſraelites in Ezra his 
time, when they had with griefe of 
heart bewailed- their finnes vnto 
Gov, they reſolue tomake a {ore- | 
nor with Gov, and ſolemnly ro 
 binde themſe)ues to pur away their 
ftrange wives, whereby they had ſo 
much diſhonored him: And ſo itis| 
with all the faichtull, even as a good | 
child having by his vntowardneſle | 
vexed his father, is carefull after. 
wards to pleaſe him againe by all | 
meanes poſſible : Well then, doſt.j 


rance in thee, art thou grieued? and 
| een payned art thy heart for thy 
wicked life, forthy ignorance, vn- 
beleefſe, hardnefle of heatr,thy neg 

le&of prayer and calling on Gons 
Name? Art thou grieued for want 
of reverence in- Gops worſhip, | 
for rhy abuſing Goys Name by 
(wearing, curfing, and banning, for 
contempt of his Word and Sacra-|. 


ments, for prophaning of his $a- 
; oaths, | 


—_— —— ne mmm at 


_—_—_ 
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boaths, carelefle gouerving of th 

Family , for thy malice, yrbeleetfe 
vocleane, proud, and couectou: 
 thoughes, drunkennefle, vncleanes, 


andthe like? Againe, doft thou find 
in thee an earneſt defire to walk 


175 | 


with Gop in obedience to all hn: 
Commandements , to liuc in ne 
knowne finne, bur inall things to 
pleaſe Gop tothe vimoſt ot thy 
power, Theſe be the fruits of rigt 
reouſneſſe whereby we are knowne 
to be of God, 

The third is the fruite of New O- 
bedience,, or of a godly life , bothir. 
the obedience of Gops Lawes ir 
the firſt and ſecond Table:CnmrisT 


makes this the eare-matke of his 


him: And wee are willed by the Au- 
thour of the Epiftle to the Hebrews 
ro (C. alt away ener) thing that preſſeth 
downe, and the (inxe that hangeth ſo 
faſt on, and to ranne with patience to the 
rave that tu ſet before vi, This was 
godly Davids reſclution : / will run 


| 


nn "OY 


ſheepe , Tv heare his voce and follew| 


| the way of thy commandementr; and |Þ( 119, 32. 
Danid 


3 
Of Obe- 
JICNCE, 


—_ 13.1, 


lob.ro, 


| 


—— 
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Daxid deſcribing the true wor- 
ſhippers of G op ſaith; They goon 
from ſtrength, ſerving Gov in truth 
of heart without bipocriſie : And it is 
ſaid heere, that the fiuite of a god- 
ly man doth newer fade: And how. 
{ocuer the worke of mortification is 
neuer perfected in this life , but that 
the remnants and reliques of hnne 
will (till remaine cuen in the godly 
themſelues, yer they euer finne with 
griefe of heart, and CurisTs 
death doth ſet ſucha worke againſt 
all finne, that the regenerate man 
can truely ſay; It is not I, but ſinne that 
awelleth in mee : So then, if thou de- 
fireſttopleaſe Gop inall his Com- 
mandements, at alltimes and in all 
places, and todo all duties, of loue 
vnto men required in the Commans- | 
dements of the ſecond Table ,} 
ſhewing thy ſruntes in doing good! 
cothe poore diſtreſſed Members of 
Itsvs Curisr, feeding, cloa- 
thing, and comforting them iu their 
need : In thy generall calling to 
bring forth the truire of godlinefle, | 
ro 


Vux. 3: Dauids Bleſſed Man. 


and a good conſcience, wichour 
fraude, guile, deceipt, &c. Theſe 
bee the fruits that are required in 
all thoſe that are the Members of 
Issvs Cy risT,and ingrafted jn- 
ro his Myſticall Body, 

This doctrine doth flatly con. 
demne all fuch as vnfruitefull and 
barren Trees, as bring forth no 
fruite of a godly, righteons, and re- 
ligious life, fuch as live in contivu- 
all ignorance, blindnefle, hardneſſe 
of heart, in contempt of the Word, 
prophanation of the Saboath, our 
civilt honeſt men .which are fo 
much admired; if they bee nor 
good Chriſtians who ſhould 2 And 


to bee much and often exerciſed in 
prayer , hearing, reading, medira- 
ting, &c. As alſo in thy perticular 
calling to-do thy duety with faith | 


Uſe tr. 


if they bee not ſaued, 1 know not 
who ſhould go.to heauen : Well, 
euery good Tree brings forth good 

fruite ; Where bee your good 
fruites? Nofruite of faith, no fruite 
of repentance, nor new obcdicnce; 


Mar, 7.17, 


ht. 


— ——— —  —_— 


| 


| 


Math.22, 
Acts 16, 


| Danids Bleſſed Man. Vu. 3. 


but in Reed thereof the fruites of 


infidelity, hardneſſe of heart, and 
diſobedience : Alas! that poore 
ſoules ſhould thus go blind-fold to 
hell, ro thinke that ſuch ſhould 
bee ſaved, what then ſhould bee. 
come of hell? As thengh a man 
might be a true Member of Izsvs | 
CunirsT and jografted into his | 
Myſtical! Body, and yer bee barren | 
of good fruite, no, no, it cannot | 
bee, for there is ſuch a lively power | 
in this Rocke of life Cunrsr| 
TeESvs : That they were once in-| 
grafted into him bring forth fruite | 
incontinent; As wee may ſee inthe 

Theefe ypon the Croſſe, what fruite | 
hee bare in an inſtant of time:confeſ- 
fing firſt his owne finnes; ſecondly, 
reprouing the finnes of his com-| 
panion; Thirdly, cleering Cur1s r| 
ro bee innocent; Laflly, praying | 
that Cyr1sT would remember : 
him when hee came into his King- | 
dome : And this -wee may fee in 
Z aches, Lydia, &c. who were no 
ſooner 'conuerted but brought forth 


fruire \ 


—_— — 


——_— 
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| fruire incontinently : And yet wee 
ſeo how many dry, fruitlefle, and| 
barren Trees deceiue the world as 
the fig-tree Cnn1ST: Oh! hee 
is a'very honeſt man, keepes a 
good houſe , doth no body harme, 
a very kinde and ciuill honeft 
man, &c, Well, 18 this 1? This 
will not ſerue to proue him a good 
Chriſtian : For now i the eAxe put 
tothe roote of the Treee, enery Tree 
that brings not forth good fruite « 


Wee know what became of the 
fig-tree that had goodly leaues and 
faire ſhewes, was it not aceurſed? 
And the Treethat-the Huſbandman 
digged, and pruned, and watred; 
was it not inthe end hewen downe 
and reſeruced for no other viſe bur 
fewell forthe fire; and this will bee 
| the end of many of our ciuill honeſt 
men":(fo called) whatſoever they 


thinke of themſelues,or others con- 
ceiue of them, | 


Ih times morſe-and more fcarefufl, 


hewen downe and caff inte the fire. | 


This ſhewes that their eſtate is [7 2, 


| O 2 that 


= 
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that brings forth nothing bur cur- 
ſed and bitter fruite of finne 8nd 
diſobedience : A Huſbandman will 
not ſuffer a Tree to grow in his 
Orchard, if it either bring no fruite, 


orelſe bitter, ſowre, or ynſauory 
fruirey ſo bad as none can eate them, 
nor there is no vie of them, but will 
hewit downe, and caſt it into the 
fire: Ob! then (onfider that yee that 
forget GOD : yee that live in 
continuall prattiſe of finne ; you 


(Mar. 3.10, 


& 25, 41: 


Heb. 6. 7. 


. 
HEIRS 


\that bring forth no other fruite 
| but horrible Oatkes, Blaſphemy, 
Drunkeneſſe, Whooredome, &c. 
| rome by the Axe of Gops venge- 
ance, yec ſhall bee hewen downe 
and to the fire yee muſt go. If 
| Trees as bee barren and bring 
forth no fruite ſhall bee deſtroyed 
and caft into the fire, how much 
more, ſuch miſerable wretches, 
whoſe whole life is nothing elſe 
bur a heaping of finne ynto finne, 
and all prophanefſe againt G op, 
and man? If the rick man were 
damned that did not give of his 


| bread 


——_——— = 


— 
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| 
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bread to poore Zatarm , - good 
Lo x Þ what ſhall become of 
thoſe that take qway, and (as it | 
were ) grinde the faces of the 
poore, In a word, if the not being 
fruicefull in good workes ſhall bee | 
| puniſhed ſo ſharpely and ſeuerely, 
what ſhall then become of thoſe 
that euen abound in all manner of | 
{ moſt abhominable finne and in1qui- 
ty : Oh! conſider this yee that for- 
get GOD, leaſt I teare you mn pee- 
ces, and there bee none to deliner 
ou. 
| Let this admoniſh every man|//, 3. 
to try himſelfe to looke vnto his 
owne ſoule, Thou art a Tree in , 
|Gops Orchard, the Lord hee | 
| {husbands thee, doth beftow coft 
| on'thee, to water and drefle thee | 
| [by his Wordand Sacraments, Mer- 
cies and TIudgements : Well}, hee 
| comes toſecke fruite of thee, It may 
bee he hath come three, foure,ſeuen. 
or ten yeares together, and til} 
chou haſt ne fruite, but remainef | 
\ ill a barren Tree; Well,the Lox r 
O 3 will | 


 ————_—_—.. — 
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| 


— 
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will nut alwaics (tay, and waite, to! 
fruite at thy hands: Zeke the thir- 
reenth chapter, and ninth verſe : But - 
will ſay to the Vine«drefſer, (f 
mee this frunleſſe and barr'n Tree 
downe, why dith it coner the ground, 
and keepe it barren? as itisin the fifth 
chapter of Eſay, The ground that re- 
ceineth the raine that comes often vpon 
ir, and brings forth fruite meete for 
him that dreſſes it receines a bleſſing: 
But that that brings forth Thornes 
and Bryars u ſentenſed with a curſe, 
whoſe end ts to bee burned, Hebremes 
the ſixt chapter, and the ſeuenth and 
cioth verſes, If yee haue not yer 
begunne beginne now to bring. 
forch fruire, I meante the fiuvites of 
Faith, the fruites of Repemtance, 
and the fruites of Obedience, of a 
godly life and conuerſation : If yee 
begunne already, oh labour then 
co doe it more, bring forth more, 
and more betrer fruite ro abound in 
good workes : Such Trees avtheſe 
are ſhall bee ſpatred, and nor de- 
ſroyed : Denterommy the rwenrieth 

J chapter 


—_ 
% 


"IIMRgene ws, 


chapter and the ninteenth verſe: But 
ſuch Trees as bring forth no fruite, 


 Hew them downe , why cumber they the 


4 ground? 


[ In dat ſeaſon, | 


Hat is in time conuenient when 
ic may moſt ſerue for Gop's 


bour, So that heere wee haue a 
further condition of this Tree 
ſer out by the circumſtance of the 
time : That it bringeth forth fruite in 
due ſeaſon; And wee know it is a 
commendadle thing in our grounds 
and ſo in our Trees, that they bring 
ys out their fruite in Their ſeaſon: 
If our corne ſhould not bee ripe 
eill the ſummer were ouer, or our 
Trees beginne to bud in the Spring 
before Suramer come, men would 
looke to reape bur ſmall fruite: 
Well, as this is commended in our 
ground, and in our Trees; ſo is it 


| no lefle commendable in our ſclues, 


O4 and 


Ih 
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glory and the good of our Neigh. |yhen a 


| 


Time de- 
ſcribed 


odly mi 


oth bring 
forth fruiz, 


| 


| 
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man to 
waite all 
oportunt- 


foood, 


tics to doc 


Eſa.55.6.7 and ſcaſon, Secke tbe Lord, white 
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and a true note of a godly man, 
and a blefſing proceeding from his 
ingrafting into Itsvs Curisy, 
that hee likewiſe bring forth fraite 
iu duc ſeaſon, 

\In this obſerue the godly care, 
and\the heauenly wiſedome of a 
godly man, and one that is the 
childe of Gop; that hee waites 
and watches his time, and then 
readily takes the occaſion to doe | 
good. Euery thing hath his time | 


hee may bee found, and call pom him 
while bee ts neere, Out *of which 
words wee gather that as there is a 
time when the Lorp will bce 
found of them that ſeeke him, 
(which time is a godly mans Seaſor, 
for now doth hee ſeeke the Logo) 
ſothere is atime when the Loxrp 
will not bee found, and that. a 
bleſſing cannor bee obtained at his 
hands; though a man ſeeke it with 
teares as Eſas did, for ſo faith the| - 
LORD : Becauſe 1 hane cryed 

and called vnto you and yee wonld' 


wot 


| 


| 
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wot heare : Therefore the time ſhall 
come , that yee ſhall cry and call mn- 
to mee and I will not anſwere. Pro- 
werbes the firft chapter,andthe twen-| 
ty foure and twenty eight verſes. 
Againe ,Exhort yeon another daily while 
it cs called to day : Hebrewes che third 
chap, andrhirteenth verſe : For our 
Hearing, for our Reading, Praying, | 
Singing, and Meditating, &c. There 
are times for each of theſe, which 
the godly man dothin no wiſe 0- 
mit. And of chis there is great rea- 
ſon, for ſhall wee not bee as carc- 
full of the performance of our duc- 
ties heerein, as wee are in our awne 
affaires, In our Plowing and So- 


| wing, our Reaping and Gathering 


in, our putting off of our Cartel, 


and Tilling 0ur ground: Men know 
their times and rake their oportuni- 
ties, cuen then when it ſhall Nand 
with their beſt aduantage: Oh, that 
wee could bee as wiſe for our 
ſoules to purchaſe the true treaſure 
which will make vs rich vnto ſalua- 
tion, as weeare for theſe tewporall 


things 


——_—_— 
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things which doe laſt bur for a time: 
ſurely it is the care of the godly man: 
as the mariner watches forthe wind, 
and when it comes, hoiſts vp ſaile:as 
the Captaine and Souldiour in the 
ficld waitetheir time: yea,and as the 
Birds,Swanne and Crane; the beaſts, 
Swallow and Piſmire waite their 
times, and then take the occaſion 
and ſeaſon offered ; ſo the childe of 
G op doth in his heauenly wiſedom 
waitethetime, and takethe occaſi- 
on todoe good, As [eſeph inthe ſe. 
uenyeares of Plentie, prouided for 
the ſeuen yeares of Dearth ; ſo che | 
godly man bringeth foorth fruite in 
Dae ſeaſon, that is, in time conue-» 
nient, As whenthe Lord calls man 
eo repent, hee repents, when occa- 
fion is topray, hee will pray : when 
the ſeaſon is to heare , he will heare: 
when to reprooue, he will reprocue: 
when to giue tothe poore , hee hath 
his hand ready : ſo as when occaſion 
is offered hee takes it; yea he waits 


and watches forit, as Lot did to en- 
tertaige iravgers at his Tent doore, 
and 


—_—— i— Cn — 
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| 
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and as that poore man inthe goſpel, 


waiting for the moouing of the wa-| 
ter, 

This reproues the follie and ck 
leſnefſe of moſt men, wno neyther | 
waice thetime, nor yettake the oc- 
cafion offered ; The Lord calls men 
to prayer , tocalling on his name ; 
they make light of it, the Lord calls 
men to heare his word, men con- 
temne it; the Lord offers occaſion 
to reproue (inne, they will not open 
their mouth to reprooue the ſwea- 
rer, blaſphemer, curſed ſpeaker, &c, 
The Lord offers occaſion to releeue 
the poore, they ſhuryp the bowells 
of mercy againſt them : Inthe mat- 


rotake their time : the merchaat,the 
mariner, the husbandman, &c, But 
inthe matters of God, which con- 
cerne the ſaluation of our ſoules, we 
are like that ficke man tbat let euerie 
man ſteppe in beforehim , Well, if 
we belong vato Gad, it will grieue 
vs at the heart, that wee baue not 


who lay at the peole of Berheſda, Gen-17+ 
lohn 5. 


ter of the world, Oh men are wiſe} 


done 


157 
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done our duety , that we have omit- 
ted our occaſions of doing of good; 
whether ro heare, reade, pray, re- 
prooue, orto giue vnto the poore 7 
Well, let vs now ſecke the Lord while 
hee may be found ; lets not with the 
fNlouchfull Seruant, deferre till our 
Maſters comming : How many bee | 
there that ſay, that they will now 
line in eaſe, in ioy, and will take 
their pleaſure, & follow their ſports, 
and when they be old, then they will 
| repent and ſerue Gop, and giuc 
Eccle,rz,x themſclues to prayer; but let none 
thinke, if they do ſpend the floure of 
| = {[rheiryouthin luſtsandpleaſures; In 
the Service of finne and Sathan, that 
Go» willaccept of their rotten old 
age : no, the Divell ſhall hauc the 

dregpes as well as the wine, | 


[ His leafe ſhall not fade.) 


His is the third poynt of the de- 
| fription of this Tree, to the 
which a godly man is compared; 
| Name- | 


m__— 
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namely, by the flouriſhing eſtace of 
it , That her leanes doe not fall: They 
wither not,nor drie hot, but alwayes 
flouriſh and are greene 2 of this forr 
isthe Oliue tree, the Bay tree, the 
Lawrell tree and the Box tree, they 
are alwayes greene and flouriſhing, | 
the heate ofthe Summer, nor che 
cold of the Winter doth nor parch 
or wither them, but they keepe their 
vigor and colour at all ſeaſons, Now 
this doth fignifie vnto vs the con- 
ſtancie and che perſeuerance of the 
mY ; For as the Tree planted thus 
y the freſh ſpringing waters doth 
alwayes flouriſh, and is cuer greene; 
neyther is ir nipped-either with the 
| heate of Summer, or colde of Win- 
ter : Sothe godly man that is truely 
regenerate, he is conſtant,and doth 
perſeucre cuen vnto the end, 
| Hence we learnethatir is not e- 
nough for a man or woman to begin 


Pſa. 92.12, 


Dottr.7, 
Perſcue- | * 


well, ortotake ſome liking of Reli- 
gion, to hzue ſome good motions, 
as to reverence G ops Miniſters,to 
m_ to heare them , to ioyne w_ 
| — 


es 


— 


rance re- 
quired in 
leach child 
of God. 


— ——— 


| 
— 
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Eze, 18.24 
2.Pcr.2 21 
[Luke 17. 


Matth. 27. 
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the people of God in prayerto bring 
forth ſome good fruitin outwardre. 
formation of life, &c, vnlefſe he per. 
ſcuere , perfiſt and goe on vntothe 
end, He that indures to the end ſhall be 
ſaved : And, Bee thow faitbfull wnto 
death, and 1 will gine thee a Crowne of 
life : If arighteonms man leaue his righ- 
| teouſneſſe rc. Hee that puts hy hand 
to the Lords Plough, and look:th backe, 
ts not worthy of the kingdome of Heanen, 
Againe, It had beene better for them 
that they had neuer knowne the wayes of 
godlineſſe, then afterwards to fall away, 
And therefore in the Scriptures ſuch 
as haue had ſome beginning, and 
after fallen away , are noted to have 
beene exceeding wicked men : As 
wee ſee in Indas, firſt a Preacher and 
an Apofile, a man well eſteemed, 
that had excellent giftes topreach, 
pray, and caft out Diuels, afterward 
an hypocrite, a thiefe, atraitor,are-| 
prebate, Herod had many things in 
him at firſt, renerenced /obn Baptiſt 
heard him glad!y,did many things at 


| his requeſt, yet afterwards abloudy 
perſe- 


——_—— 
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| 


|rherefore it is a ſpeciall duety requi- | 
| 


er | 
rous thing torenole and goe backe- | | 
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perſecutor, Dems once a ſound pro- 
feſſor as it ſeemed, and one that was 
deare vnto Pax/: But afterwards left 
his profeſſion , and fell in loue with 
the world, like the Church of Ephe-", .;..0 
ſw, loſt their firſt loue, and grew Reucla.4 
worſe and worſe, So that let all men Col.2.6. 
know, that though they have many Aeu-3-35: | 
excellent gifts and graces of Gopys | 
Spirit , Knowledge, Faith, Repen- | 
tance, Zeale, Patience ; yet all is no- 
thing worth , vnleſſe they hold our 
m faith, repentance, and obedience, | 
and maintaine faith and a good cons | 
ſcience, euen ynto the epd . If a ſoul. | | 
dier ſhould 'be cunning and skilfult"\ 
knowing how to fight and handle | 
| 


his weapon well , and yet ſhoutd 
turne his backe andplay the coward, 
hee is bur a cowardly ſouldier, and 
not woorthy of the Crowne, And 


red of euerie Chriſtian to contiuue 
ftcdfaſt ; Brehow faMbfullonte the end, Neu.226 | 


Hericewee ſee thatiit-is adange- Uſe - 


| ward | 


—_—— 
— 
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ward in matters of religion to loſe 
our firſt loue; ir is a feareful! _= 
of a Reprobate and Caſt.away,when 
wen ſlacke hand, and lip necke out 
of collar, grow carelefſe inthe ſcr- 
uice and worſhip of God : fora man 
to grow there is ſome hope, though 
hee doe but creepe onin Religion : 
Bur for a man to goc backeward, or 
to ſtand at a ſtay, is dangerous for 
tis certaine , not to goe forward ip 
'GopDs martrers, is to go backeward, 
not to increaſe,is todecreaſe, not to 
grow better, i5 to wax worſe, It is 
a hard matter to make a good be- 
ginning, wee are not cafily brought. 
to ſer foote forward inthe wayes of | 
eodlineſſe, but then totrippe while 
we are in our journey, and to waxe 
weary of well-doing, this is a feare. 
full fnne, Welbthen, lay this Do. 
Arine ro heart, cxamine your felues,; 
ſeg how yce grow, whether as good 
rrees in Gods fthard, being ſo wa» 
tred with the rivers of water ofthe 
SanQuary, and fed inthe greene pa- 
| ures ; If a childe goe to _ 
a 


CS" 


og 


Op 


C_o_—_— 


| = not increaſe in knowledge, 
8 [1 


| 


| bring his Axe andto hew vs downe: 


| 
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earning and education : all mon 

and paines is ill beſtowed. If atree 
bee planted and do grow worſe and 
worſe, it istime to clitte it downe: 
well, wee be trees in Gods orchard, 
The Lord hath planted vs by the R- 
wers of waters; when a great number 
abour vs be in a barren ſoile, and 
haue no meanes : And for ys notto 
grow , bur rather todecay, it were 
the next way to prouoke Gopy to 


And therefore prouc how you hold 

our owne, howgou grow in know- 
hikes , faith, repentance and obedi- 
ence. And aboue all things, take 
hecede that you decay not in grace, 
goe not backeward, loſe not your 
firſt loue, I feare mee it may be ſaid 
of vs as CyuR15T ſaid ſometimeto 
the Church of Sardy, Thos haſt « 
name that thoulineſt , take beede thou 
be not dead, Renelation chap. 3. verſe 1, 
Repent therefore and amend, that 
the things in thee ready to dic may 
be recouered, 


I93 
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Heere is a notable meanes totrie 
Hypocrits from good Chriſtians, he 
that is ſound-harted and truly hum- | F 
bled,and regenerate,will perſeuere, | | 
and grow in grace, hold out to the 
end, ſo as their workes ſhal be more 
at laſt then at the firſt; yea the godly 
man is like the tall Cedar, the more 
it is ſhaken with lormes and tem- 
peſts, it takes the deeper roote, and 
growes the faſter, like the Camo- 
mile, the more it is trodden on, the| 
more it growes ; or like ſome preci-| 
ous ſtones, never ſhine brighter | 
then in the darkeſt night; or like 
perſume , neuer ſo {weet 2s whenir 
is rubbed and chafed; orgold, ne- 
uer brighter then when ir is finedin 
the fire, The word of God is plaine, 
for this e Abraham in all his iournies 
and travells, though hee mer with" 
many and dangerous enemies, yer 
hee was moſt conſtant in his Faith, | 
Dazid in all his troubles , yer Rill | 
was religious , The children in the 
fire , moſt glorious Conquerours, 
Damelin the Denne, a bleſſed man: 


[ob 


[ 


: 


Vs. wi Daitas Bleſſed Man, | 


. 


[ob in bis greareſt extreamitiea paci- 
entman. Pazl, Peter, and thercft of 
the Apoſtles neuer ſhewed them- 
ſelues more woorthie men then in 
greattrialls and ſtormes of perſecu- 
tions : ſothat you ſee a godlie man 
is well compared toa ſtrong Oake, 
orCedar, or rather a Palme Tree, 
that neuer loſes his leaues , fruit and 
greeneneſſe , no nor in the bitter 
flormes and blaſts ef Winter. So 
che godly man doth not ſhrinke in 
the wetting like vnto a peece of ſale. 
cloth , but doth perſeuere, and is 
conſtant even ynto the end, His 
workes are more at laſt then at firſt, 

But come to an Hypocrite, a 
counterfeit Chriſtian, a falſe pro-| 


—_ 


they be like painted Sepulchres,faire 
without, bur foule within, like to 
emptic yeſſells, which make great| 
noiſe, and haue no liquor in them, 
like a'peece of ſale-cloth , which 
being drawne our., and ſet on the 
Teinters, will quickely ſhrinke in 
the wetting, - they bee like to falſe 


rb of the Coſpell, you ſhall feei 


P 2 friends 


—_— «__ _ Sa 
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friends that will hang on as Burres, 
whilethere is no gaine to be gotten, | 
but they will faile a man when hee 
hath moſt neede of them : So long 
as it is faire weather, and there is no 
danger in profefſing of the Goſpell, 
they will ſceme forward & very zea- 
lous, as thoughthey were the one- 
ly men in the world, : But if there 
come any matter of danger if the 
Sunne growe hote, or if Rtormes or 
rempeſts do ariſe, thatis, troubles 
and perſecutions for Religion ſake, 
and the Goſpel ſake, they will then 
hide their heads and profeſſe no lon. 
ger , All the goodly leaues and 
ſhewes they made will wither and 
come to nothing, then they will 
appeare in their kinde , Such our 


when the Sunne arifeth, it withers 
feſſours, if any triall or troubleds 


fer their profeſſion, they ſhould loſe 


away : Euen ſo the'e kinde of Pro-' 


Saujour Cunis rt likeneth ynto,ſ 
Corne in the ftonie ground, which 
makes a faire ſhew for a time : But| 


| 


come forthe Goſpells ſake, orthar | 


| | the 


tt 
hs. 
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Cnr ST, haue gone out andtur- 


the fauour of ſome great men, Oh/ 
then they thinke ir che ſafeft way to 
fleepe in a whole skinne ; thenthey 
wither away , and then they ſhew 
they did profeſle the Goſpell, nor in 
rrueth and finceritie for loue to the 
Goſpel, bur for ſome other reſpeR, 
namely , for ſome hope of gaine or 
honour, and fauour of men, or for 
praiſe of the world. 

Let this admoniſh vs all, as wee 
doe loue our owne Soules, re1a- 
bour for Conſtarcie and Perſeue- 
rance, that wee may holde out vn- 
tothe end, that our workes may be 
more at laſtthen atfirſt; that we caft 
our accomnt afore-hand, whatir wil 
coit vs to bee religious indeede ; 


Faith ypon the Rocke CnaisrT, 
and for want of this godly care and 
circumſpeQtion afore-hand : many 
baue at the firſt giuen their names to 
Carist, who afterwards , when 
they were to take vp the Crofle ot 


that wee be ſureto digge ſo deepe, | 
.|that wee lay the foundation of our 


We }. 
Mar. 24. 12 
Reu. 2,10, 
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Math.7.26 
2>.Chron. 


24-17, 
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Gen.,10.26 


DoFr.8. 


By our v- 
nion with 
Chriſt we 
are made 
ſure of per 
ſcucrance! 


| 


| ber of Caur1sTs myſlicall bodies 
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ned their backes vpon CurisT: 
Saul beganne well, but afterwards 
he waxed worſe, and inthe end be- 
came:an open perſecutor , Toaſs be- 
haued himſelfe vprightly al the daies 
of [ehoiadab , and repaired the houſe 
of the Lord, bur after his death 
he fell to idolatry , What did ic pro- 
fit Lots wife to goe out of Sodome, 
inſomuch as afterward ſhee looked 
backe, and was turned into a Pillar | 
of Salt ? So then weeſee heere, that | 
itis not enough ts purpoſe well ; ir 
is not enough to beginne well, nei- 
theris it enough toproceede well, it 
is required of vs, toperſcuere well, 
and-to continue in a conſtant and 
ſetled courſe euen vnto the end. 
Laſt of all, in that it 1s ſaid heere, 
that the Leawes, that is to ſay, the 
faith of a Chriſhan ſpall nener fell. 
Hence 1 gather that noele& Childe 
of Gop tat is truely regenerate 
and borne anew, anda luely mem- 


can periſh and finally fall away , For 


Whom G 0 D predeſtinateth , him hee 


calleth | 
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| call th, whom heecalleth , hee inſtifi- 


þ 


| 


4 


eth', whom he inſtifieth , bee glorifieth, 
| Remans chapter 8. verſe 30. Thegift 
and callingof GOD without repen- 
tance , My ſheepe heare my voice , and 
they follow mee , «And I gine unto them 


© | eternall life , and they ſhall nener periſh, 


| neither ſhall any man take them out of my 
| hands, lohn chapter 10, verſes 27, 
28, 29, Andthereaſon is, Wee brare 
' not the roote, but the roote beareth vs: 
; Our ſaluation' doth not depend vp- 


on our ſelues; for then indeede we 
were in daunger to fall away everie 
moment of an houre; bur it depen- 
deth vpen him, becauſe wee are in 
him : And thorow him wee grow 
and increaſe; yea, the older wee be 
in CurisT , the more doe wee 
faſten our roote and flouriſh, They 
which are planted inthe Courts of 
the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in their 


old age, and bring forth much fruir. 

And whereas other Braunches 
are many times pulled from their 
Stocke, cither by the violence of 
the winde, by the hands of men, 


P 4 or 
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Agameis! 
ro prooue 
a Chriſti- 


ans perſe- 


Phil, 1.5,6 


Rem.6.9. 
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oat —— | 
or at the leaſt conſumed by length | 
of time ; It ſhall not bee ſo with 
them that are in Cy r1sT ; For 
they are kept by him , as the roote 
bearing the braunches , Becauſe I 
am not altered nor changed , there- 
fore are you not conſumed, Ohyee 
ſonnes of /acob! And therefore right 
happie 15 the eſtate of that man who 
isin CurisT Itsvs: For ney- 
ther life nor de.1th , things preſent , nor 
things tocome, ſhall ſeperate himfrom | 
the lone of GOD. Romans chapter 8, 
verſe 38, 

And this comfort is confirmed 
to vs by moſt ſure Arguments, The 
firſt israken from the Nature of Al- 
mightic Gop; He# faubfaull which 
hath promiſed, And 1 am perſwaded 
(faith rhe Apoſtle ) that hee who hath 
begume this good worke will performe it 
ontill the d1y of ( briſt, 

The ſecond is taken fromthe Na- 
cure of that life which CurisrT 
communicatethto his members, Ye 


kuow that CyrIsT being rayſed 
from the dead dyeth no more: this life| 


of) 


"——_ 


— 


— 


of CurisT is communicated to 
vs, ſo that it is not wee that hue 
now but Curisrt that lucth in 
VS. 


The third is taken from the Na- 


# 1 p| 
ture of that Scede wheereof wer” 


are begotten: Wee are borne of new, Pet 1.23, 


not of mortall ſeeds, but of Immortal: 
Now as the Scede is, ſo is the life 
that comes by that Seede, our life 
therefore muſt necdes bee immor- 


tall, Uſer. | 


This confuterh a damnable Do- 
Arine ofthe Papiſts, who holdeand 
reach, That a man eleted, called, iu- 
tified, and ſanftified , may for euer 
fall away and be damned': Thar hee 
which to day is the deere childe of 
Gop, tomorrow may become the 
childe ofthe Diuell; To day amem- 
berofCurisrT, tomorrow alimb 
of the Diaell; coday an heire of ſal- 
uation, to morrow an heirc of dam- 
nation : Now what doQtrine can bee 
more deuiliſh and vncomforrtable? 
this is nothing elſe bur to ſet vp a 
ene to torment the poore ſoules 

of 


_ 
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2.Per.1.10 
Pſa.15 vir. 
Rom.$.1, 
& 8.36, 


ſe 2. 
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of Gops Children,to ouerthrow 
the nature of Faith, to make G o» 
feeble and weake, or fooliſh and 
ynwiſe, which is manifeſt Blaſphe. 
my ; but wee ſee heere the Word of 
Gop tels vs this cannot bee : For 
what ſhall ſeparate vs from the lowe 
of Gop in Car15T: Nothing? 
This may ſerue to reproue ano- 
therſort of men, whoareready to 
abuſethis dotrine, Tuſh; ſaith the 
carnall and looſe Chriſtian, it skils 
notthen how a manliues, whether 
well or1ll, hee that is EleCted, and is 
a Memberof Cnurisr ſhall bee 
ſaued, and heethar is reieted ſhall 
bee damned, though hee liue neuer 
ſo well; therefore they take liberty 
to finne, and make conſcience of 
no finne whatſocuer ; but they muſt 
know that Gop decrees a man as 
well to the meanes as to the end; 
And it is impoſſible a man ſhould 
bee Elc&ed and Called, but hee 
muſt liue well; ſo hee that is not 
EleRed and Called cannotliue well: 
(And it is all oneas if a man ſhould 
neuer 


_— 


— 


—_— x va 
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neuer eate or drinke, and yer hope! 
roliveand like well; or lying inthe 
fire or water, and vſing no meanes 
to come out, ſhould not periſh. Bur 
wee muſt know that the end and 
the meanes muſt goe together : 
And for a man to negleR, or reie&, 
the meanes it is in vaine for him 
to hope to bee ſaued : For if thou 
belong to G O D thou-ſhalc in 
time bee Called and Sandtifted: 
And where this worke is nor as yet: 
already wrought , that man is as 
yet inthe ſtate of damnation, 
Heere is matter of endlefle com-.) 
fort to euery true childs of Gop, 
that truely repents and belecues in 
ItEsvs CHr1sT, that howſo- 
euer through the malice of Sathan, 
and the tempration of the deuill,the 
allarements of the world, and the 
corruption of our fleſh\, wee may 
gricuouſly finne and fall, yet There 


8 Van.;. DawdrBleſſed Man. | 203 


Uſe 3, 


15 n9 condemmation to them that are in 


 ———— 


CuRIsrT, The gates; that is, all the Rom.8.r, 
power of hell, all net prenaile | 
againſt vi; If ever thou foundeſt mo 

the 


| 
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the ſound worke of grace in thee, 

foundet Izsvs CunisrTt nd 
dwell in thy heart by faith, ſo that 

thou hateſt all finne, and defireſt in 

all things to pleaſe Gop, though 

ſathan rage and Rorme, and all the 

gaies of hell riſe vp againſt thee, 

yet thou maiſt comfort thy felfe in 

the Logy and fay with Paul, 

There is #9 condemnation to mee that 
amin CuRrisT, which walke not af<- 
fer the fleſh but after the Spirit : Thou 
maift tryumph with Paul and ſay; 

Who ſpall lay any thing to the charge 
of Gops Choſen? Avd if G op bee 
with vs, who can bee again#t vs? And 
apaine, / am p:rſwaded nothing can ſe- 
wer mee from the l1ue of Gon m 
Cunrsr Itsvs: No not finne, 
nor death itſelfe, Oh happy then 
and bleſſed is the eſtate of that man 
whoisin Cnur1sT! Neither life 
nor death,things preſent, nor things 

to come, ſhall ſeparate him from the 
loucof Gon, 


[And 
| * 


—_—— —— 
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r Aud wharfoewcr bee doth foal 
proſper.) 


HE: is deſcribed another part 
of the blefſednefle of a godly 
man, containing the mercy and 
goodnefſe of Gop tohim, inthe 
lawfull things wherein hee hath to 
deale, that Go Þ doth infinite mer- 
cy and loue direct and proſper this 
man, giuing a blefling and good 
ſucceſieroall hee takes in hand: And 
this mercy all men deſire, to atraine 
proſperity and good ſuccefſe in 
their eſtates, all mendchire it, loe 
heere it is promiſed, 

Hence wee learne, that ic is not 
in yaine fora man to bee godly, to 


. | beeReligious,ro walke with G 0D, 


and to keepe faith and a good con- 
{cience before G © Þ and Man, 
ut it is the onely way to bee 
blefled,to have the bl: ſing of Gop 
vponvsin our places, and callings, 
and to haue good ſucceſle in all 


| things 


Doty. 9, 
GoDp 


doth cuer 
blefle - 


godly en- 
deuvursy © 
his chil 
dren, 


, 
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the whole 
chapter, 


| 
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Gen, 42. 
lob. 1.1. 
r1.Tim. 4.8, 
Pſal.128, 
'x. Chron. 


28. 3.9, 
C 22.13. 
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chings that wee take in hand, This 


RJ. 


gently the woyce of the Lorn thy 
G 0D, and obſerue and do all his Come. 
marndements which I command thee this 
day, &c. eAll theſe teſſings ſhall 
come on thee, and ouertake theee , if 
thou ſhalt obey the voyce of the L or v 
thy G 0D. Bleſſed ſhalt thou bee in the 
Citty, and bleſſed inthe Field; Bleſſed 
ſhall bee the frante of thy Body, and the 


thy Cattell,&c. eAtd in all that thou 
putteſt thy hand tuto, This did the 
Lokp vnto loſuah, Let not the booke 
of the Law depart out, &c. For then 
ſhale thou make thy nay proſperons, 
and then ſhalt thou haxe good ſacceſſe. 


n: ſe hath the promiſe of ths life, and the 
life to come, If you would ſee the 
promiſe performed, looke into the 
Hiſtory of the godly Kings, Dawid, 
loſiab, Exzekiah, Toſeph, &c. who ſo 
long as "they walked with Gop 
and kept his Commandements , and 


CR —— 


And the Apoſile ſaith; That Godls-| 


were 


Q————_—_—_—_ 


is taught by Cloſes vnto the peo. A 
ple of Iſrael : If rhow wilt obey dili-| \ 


. 


fruite of thy ground, and the frune of ' | 


_ 
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were truely godly and Religious, 
howdid they proſper & grow inthe 
world? how did Gop bleſſe them 
in all that they pur their hands to? 
This wee may cleerely behold in 
loſeph, who was a godly and a ver- Gen.z9 « 


tuous man, and how did the L ORD 
proſper loſeph: His Maſter ſaw that | 
the L o x D was withhim, and that the | 
L or Þ made all that hee did to proſper 
in bu hand. It is ſaid of ob, that hee 
was a iuſtandan vprighe man, one 
that feared God, and eſchewed euil, | 
Andit is rehearſed how God did | 
blefſe him in all his ſubſtance which | 
was very great; ſo as thedeuill con- | 
feſſed that ob did not feare G op 
for naught, bue that Gop did lob. 1. 9, | 

| 


therefore bleſle him. And the reaſon PLII9LS. 

is, becauſe the godly man takes no-| | 

thing in hand without the warrant 

of Goys Word. Sccondly, hee | | 

doth that is good in a good manner, 

in faith and hearty obedience : And | 

laſtly the end of all his aQions, is 

the glory of Gov, and «the good 

of his neighbour : eAnd whatſoency 
bee 


— 4 


— 


= 
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Oviett, 


| proſperity, delights, and pleaſures: 
This made Daxid and [eremy to ex- 


proſper ? Why are they mn wealth that 
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hee ſhall jo do, hall proſper. 

: But it will bee obieRted againſt 
chis dotrine that this ſeemes not to 
bee ſo; for doe wee not ſee that wic- 
ked men, vngodly wretches, mon- 
ſtrous ſinners, that they flouriſh 
inthe world, that they liue in great | 


poſtulate the matrer with Gov; 
Why doe the wicked flouriſh in the worla? 
and why d» ſuch proſper? And againe, 
Wherefore doth the way of the wicked 


rebelliouſly tranſoreſſe* Tt gricued| 
both David and /eremy, and made 
them ro fret inwardly, as tlicugh 
Gop ſeemed ro fauour wicked 
men and to diſlike and diſcounte- 
nancethe righteous andthe godly. | 
For anſwere, you are to know! 
chatthere is a double kind of proſ-/ 
perity, the one wee may call Spirity- 
all, proceeding from G ops tauour 
andlouevntovs in Carisr, and 
declared principally inthe beſtow- 
ing onys the ſpirituall and heauenly 
graces * 


| I I _—_ — 
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graces of his Spirit , as Faith, Re- 

entance, SanRiificarion, &c, Vnto 
the which the Log alſo adderh, 
the bleſſings and benefites of this 
life, ſo farre forth as the L ox v ſhall 
iudge them meete and expedient for 
his children to heare, 

There is another kinde of prof. 
ſperity which is Er:hly, att.riving 
onely in earthly things as wealth, 
honour, credite, &c. All which 
may befall and do befall the wicked 
manand vngodly : But Dazid ſpea- 
keth heere of the former, promiſeth 
that this ſhall bee one part of his 
happineſle, that hee ſhall haue good 
ſucceſſe; that is, a plentifull meaſure 
of all ſpirituall graces that ſhall 
make him rich vnto ſaluation : And 
in earthly matters alſo according 
to his portion; So that howſocuer 
a wicked man may efteeme riches, 
honour, proſperity , and the like, 
to bee the beſt; yet the godly. 
man ſaith with David, Lorp few, 
mee thy countenance ; his proſperity 
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being double, inward and out- 


Q_ ward, 


PE 


1.Pct. 14+ 


Plal4.3, | 
1.Tin 4.8.) 


| 
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 — 


Plal.4.7- [they whoſe Corne. and Otle, aud Wine 
Plal.37 16.) abounded A ſmall thing that the righ- 
Plal. 128. | , ous bath, it better then great riches of 


ward, the chiefcſt ot all 1s heauenly, 

As for the things of this life, the 
godly doth proſper and the Lond 
doth giuc him good ſucceſſe, 

Firſt, whether the godly man 
haue little or much hee hath ic from 
Gops right hand, as ableſſing and 
afuueur of Gop giuenvyntohim as 
arightin Ixsvs Cu RIST; where- 
[as a wicked man, though hee haue 
reuer fo much, hee hath ic from 
Gops left hand, that js, with an- 
ver and diſpleaſure, with the ſecret 
curſe of Gop, 

Secondly, the godly man, haue 
hee little or much, hee hath it with 


— 


d 


|the Hory GuosT: Damnd ha- 


; ning his portion from the Lord 
hav a bl: ſling, ſaith; Thatthe Lorp 
made him more ioytull chereby then 


| the vngodly, 


| Dauids Bleſſed Man. V nk 3, | 


|the peace of conſcience and joy in| 


Thirdly, the godly mans eftare is 
(PIs and durable, his proſpe- 


rity| 


} 


'V £ 1-3« Danzds Bleſſed Mas. | 


rity doth not ebbe and flow, biit 
continueth and laſtech; but che proſ- 
perity of the wicked it is £00 too 
vncertaine; yea when they bee ar 
che higheſt, ſuddenly the L ok »ſets 
them in aſlippery place, and: downe 
they fall: Pharoab, Senacharib, Nebu- 
chadonoſor, & 6. and their fall is the 
more fearcfull, becauſe it is nor 
onely ſuddaine, bur in the hetght of 
their proſpericy, ſome times by 
Gops venge:nce vpon them, ſome 
times by one meanes,ſome times by 
another. 

This may ſerue to op the 
mouthes of the common Athieſts of 
the world, who (ay that Jr # #n 
vaine to ſerue G 0D, and loſt labour 
cobee Religious, no fruite in lea- 
ding of a godly life, for ſo they ſay 
if they ſhould follow Sermons, and 
ſpend their time in Prayer, and cal- 
ling on Gop, in Reading, and 
Meditating of his Word, they 
ſhould beg when they haue done, 
and ſuch men neuer proſper in the 
world; but that is a falſe accuſation, 


Q_ 2 


| 


Did 


Vje.1. 


Mal, 3. 14- 
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[is inthe fauour of Gop, hee alone 


| 


and loue of Gop; whereas the 


{ brag and boaſt of wicked men, who 


| Davids Bleſſed Man. V un. 


Did not eAbraham proſper, and Lot, 
loſeph, Iob, Damid, Exekiah, and the | 
like, euen becauſe they were godly 
therefore they proſpered : yea, one- 
ly the godly man may bee truely 
ſaid roproſper, becauſe hee alone 


_— 


hath his proſperity from the right 
hand of Gop, hee alone hath 
them as bleſſings, and in the fauour 


tit 


wicked and yngodly man hath rj- 
ches from the left hand of G op an- 
oer and diſpleaſure to him , they 
haue them with no comfort, nor 
peace, but with great vexation, 
trouble,and diſquierneſle, and they 
ſpend them with great paine and 
lorrow, 


This may reproue the fooliſh 


therefore thinke that they bee high- 
ly in Gops fauour, becauſe hee 
lets them attaine ro great prefer- | 
ment, honour, and dignities heere, 
and that therefore Go» doth fa. | 


uour and loue them ; poore ſoule | 
haſt | 


— _ n F - = 4 
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| ſouleto the day of ſlaughter, 


Vas. J- Dauids Bleſſed Mer. 


haſt chou no better reaſon to proue 
thy ſelfe in Gops fauour, (43» 


was8a rich man, ſo was Eſas 2 great 


Nebuchadnezer,and many other, and 
yet never the more beloued of 
Gov, but wicked and damnable as 
the Glutton;Nay,know,vnlefſe thou 
bee a godly man, thy riches will bee 
thy bane, and they bee tokens of 
Gops vengeance, to make thee 
more proud, cruell, and wicked, vn- 


cleane and filthy; yea, to feede thy 
This ſhould admeniſh all godly 


mentotake heed, how they fret and 
grieue, at the vaine and vncertaine 
proſperity of the wicked and vn. 


godly much, as it did Job, leremy, 
Danid, and eAſaph; who wondred 
and were much grieued at this to ſee 
the vngodly flouriſh, andto abound 
in honour, dignity, wealth, authori. 
ty the onely men of the world; anc 
on the contrary part , the godly ir 
\miſery, trouble, &c. But when the 


man in the world, Pharoah, Herod, | 


godly, ic is that which troubles the | 
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| onder/tood they the end of theſe men; 
'*| namely,that C OD d'd ſet them in ſlip- 


Danids Blef 4 Man. V ur. 2. 


went into the ou/eof the Lond theu 


ery placer;and that there end wat feare- 
fall: And 2s lob ſaith;T hey ſpend their 
daies in- pleaſure , and ſMaainely poe | 
downe to' hell, Let vs then conſider | 
well of theſe things, & notto grieue | 
acthe wicked becauſe they proſper, ' 
or to be drawne hereby to think the | 
better of them, or their vile courſes 
becauſethey flouriſh a while; or the | 
worſe of the godly becauſe they | 
endure ſome trouble , but conſider | 
their latter end; and in the meane 
time to poſſi fle our foules with pa- 
tience, votwithſtanding the zolliry | 
of the wicked, for itis but for atime, 
like a great Thiſtle which tarts vp in | 
the Summer, and at the comming of | 
Winteris gone, or the poore eſtate ; 
of the godly, for in the end they 
ſhall bee exalted, | 
Laft of all, if wee defire to thriue 
inthe world, to proſper, and to haue 
the bleſſing of G op ypon our la- 


|boursy the beſt, yes, and the ſureſt 
way 


es 


e 
2 


Ver. J Davids Bleſſed Man. 


way , is to become Religious, to 
walkewith Gop, toleade a godly 
lifez The examples of Abraham, 1o- 


ſwade vs heereunto, Wee ſee many 
take great paines night and day, 
toyle and moyle all the yeare long, 
{euen wearlng out their bodies earely 
|and late; and yer do not thriue , doe 
| not proſper & come forward, but ra- 
\ther godowne the wind; The reaſon 
is, Govp doth not vlefſe them and 
their labours , becauſe they be wic- 
;ked, and live inthe pratiſe of ſome 
knowne finne : And therefore if 
'thou wouldſt find Gops bleſsing 
; ypon thee and thine, vpon thy ſoule, 
'body, goods, good-name, wife, 
| childe, corne, cattle, &c, The beſt 
| way ivto ſerue G 0D, rocall on his 
| Name,to leade a godly life,and then 
certainly rhou ſhalt finde, that G op 
will bleſſe thee, and make thee to 
proſper, 
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| The Firſt Tſalme. 


VnR8E. 4. 


T he wicked are not ſs, but as the chaffe 
which the winde drineth away. 


LETT _ 


EF lIlrHutrto we hauc 
[ heard the diſcription 
The ſec6d; 3 — |& of a godly man, and 
genre v LAY - his _ and 

SIO happy eftate wherein 
pon wa Now he 
proceedeth to 2 deſcription of s 
wicked and vngodly man, And hee 
ſets our his eftate , by a generall: 
ſpeech oppoſite to that which hath 
beene ſpoken of the godly:T he wic- 
hed are not ſo: Then by a fimilitude 
comparirg him to Cheſſe, and then 
the property of Chafte is noted to 
bee light, vaine,and vnconftant, car« 
| ryed away withthe winde, | 


In\ 


V n n.4. Daxids Bleſſed Man. 

In the general Deſcription or =_ 
IntroduQtion into the Deſcription © 
a wicked man, The wicked are not ſo, 
The ſpeech is negatiue, and exclu- 
deththe wicked from all chat which 
the Spirit of God hath ſpoken ofthe 
godly, both concerning their ver- 
tues themſelues , as alſo concerning 
the recompence of their vertues, 


deſcribed two waies, fift, negatiue- 
ly, They walke not in the conncell of the 
wicked, flard wot inthe way of ſinners, 
(it not in the ſeate of the ſcorners, Now 
chis negatiue in the godly is affirma- 
tiue in the wicked; Becauſe oy 
walke in the councell of the wicked, 
they ſtand in the way of fianers, and 
they fit in the ſearc of the ſcorners, 
The other Deſcription of a godly 
man is affirmatiuely , verſe the ſe- 
cond , But bus delight i in the Lawe of 
the Lord, &6. But this affirmat ive in 
the godly is negatiue in the wicked; 
For their delight is in nothing lefſe 
then in the Laweof the' Lex, Ney- 
ther doe or will the wicked meditate 
there- ; 


The vertues of a godly man were | 


—— 
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Pſal.37.34 


"Yaboureth 25 to alot 3nd allow to one 


therein, eiicher day or night; So that 
in r- ſpe of the verrues of a godlie 
man it may well be ſaid , The wicked 
ae not 0, 

And laft of all, for the recompence 
of the vertnes of a godly man, the 


E- Danids Bleſſed Man, V » Reg. 


wicked are alſo excluded: the godly 
man is compared vnto a Tree that us; 


foreh fruit 1m due ſeaſon whoſe leafe doth | 

newer fade . and whatſoeuer he doth ſhall 
proSþer, The wicked are not ſo, but; 
as the chaffe,Gc. 

Where by the way wee may obs: 
ſerue the care that God hath, that ec. 
uery man ſhould have his part in thae' 
pertaineth ro him, hee wouldnor| 


that the wicked ſhould encroch vp- | 


| onthe portion of the godly, or that 


the Saints ſhould be diſmaied by the | 
indgements of the wicked, buthee 


their part, (o to exclude the other 
from their portion, to ſhew that they 
have no iotercl{t in their Blefled- 


'Malac, 4. 2 


'(Efa.2.10.n =. 


a {che courſe of the whole Scripcures, 


And ſo it is a viuall thing in 


that 


® ———— 


planted by the riuers of water that brings | 
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FS ( chat where the Holy-Ghoft ſerreth 
® | downe the blefſings and promiſes 
pertaining 'to Chriſtians : In the 
ſame place hee ſerterh downe the 
* | iudgements that belong tothe wic= 
kedand yngodly, 

Out of the getierall Deſcription 
or the Introduction intothe Deſcri» 
ption of a wicked mi,in theſe words 
Thewicked are not ſo, We gather this 


Dotr. 1. 
The ſtate 
of the wic 
ked moſt 
miſerable. 


2419 | 


Do&rine , That the eſtate of all wic- 
ked men, be they what they may be, 
neuer ſo great, glorious, rich, wiſe, 
beautifull, and learned in the world, 
yet their eſtate is wofull, curſed, mi- 
ſerable and wretched; heeis curſed | 
in his ſoule, curſed in his bodie, cur-} 
ſed in his goods, good name, wife, : 


D i 
children, corne, cattell, 8&c, Thow | 


haſt deſtroyed the prowd, and curſed ave 

they that doe erre from thy commannde- 

| wents : The fooliſh ſhall not ſand inthy | 

ſight , for thou hateſt all them that worke Deuter, 28 
iniquitie, Now , what though a man Pl2-119.21 
(hould abound in wealth, liue in ho- _ n J 
nour, bathe himſelfe in pleaſures, yet — 


Adtes 7.51 
if he benor a godly man, thac is, tru- Eſay 63+ 
an? 


] 


| 


220 | Daxias Bleſſed Man. 
| ly ſanRified , hee can take no ſound 
Prou.3.9. comfort in any of theſe , For, to them 
Prouw1-7- rþat ave d:filed is nothing pure. Burt e« 
uen their prayers are abhominable 
he that turneth away hu eares from hea- 
ring the Law, een his prayers ſhall be' 
abhonginable + And as Salomon faith, 


Var 4. 


pe _ it wil be asked, Wherein ſtands their 

miſery and curſed eſtate? I anſwer, 
Firſt in this,that they be out of Gods 
fauour, God hates themand all they | 
doe; And is not thisa miſery of all 
miſeries,ro be curſed and miſerable? 
Indeed, to haue God our enemy, to | 
haue Iesvs CnrisrT the Judge 
| our enemy, to haue allthe creatures 
'in heauen and earth againſt ys; for 
|as thoſe be truely bleſſed that Gop 
'Joues, & be 1n his fauour: Sothey be 
' moſt curſed & miſerable that be out 
' of his fauour, whom his ſoule abhor- 


| 
Plal.5.5. 


[rerh : and ſuch are the wicked accor- 
ding to that of the Prophet, The foo- 
liſh ſhall not land in thy ſight , for thou 
hateft all thews t hat works iniquitie, 
Secondly , They haue no pardon 
) of 


Wherein ' The hope of the wicked ſhall periſs, But | - 


n h. F438, 4 
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*| curſe of God, in danger of cternall 
"| death cuery day they riſe, withour 


| in remembrance, and one day hee 


* | little doe wicked men thinke of this, 


—_—_— 


ot their finnes , and ſo he vnder the 


repentance there is no pardon : Bur 
the wicked can nor repent, being 
hardned in finne , and delight in fin : 

ca all their ſfinnes ſtand in accomprt 
2gainſt them , the Lord keepes them 


will bring out his Booke of reckon- 
ning , {will reprooue thee and [et before 
thee the things then haſt done. Oh! full 


that their ſegret fins in hugger-mug- 
ger in darke corners committed, 
ſhail one day come to reckoning , 
and they called to a reckoning for 
the ſame : and then their owne con-| 
ſciences,will they,nill chey,ſhall cry 
out and ſay, Righteous 55 the Lord,and 
true are his tudgements, 

Thirdly, they haue no peace of 
conſcience, There is no peace to the 
wicked, ſaith my God, bur a hell in 
their conſcience , hauing in them ei- 
ther an Accuſing Conſcience like 


Pfal.50. 
17,18, 


(ain, eAchitophel, Saul , Tndas, and 


—m—_— atten. 


the ' 
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Davids Bl-(ſed Man. V nn. 4. 
thelikez orelſe a dead and ſleepie 


ypon the wicked is nothing elſe but 
a fore-ruoner of thoſe paines which 
are prepared forthe wicked , and are 
15 it werethe ſmoake of that fire, 
which hereafter (hall cormenr them, 

Fourthly, a wicked man is the 
hcice of vengeance, and the fire. 
brand ofhell, and ſhall as ſure bee 
damned as if hee were in hell alrea- 
die; and therefore Curi1sT ſaith, 
that The wicked are damned alreadie : 
and that fiue wayes, Fiſt,in God s 
councell before all worlds, Seconds 
ly, in the word wherein their ſen- 
rence of condemnation is rcad al. 
ready, Thirdly,in their owne Con- 
ſciences, which is a fore-runner of 
the finall judgement , Fourthly, by 
the iucgements begunnealready vp- 
on them, as hardnefle of heart, bli-d. 


conſcience like Nabal, which iudge-| | 4 
ment is no way inferiourtothe for-| | 
mer:This fearfull iudgement of God} - } 


nefſe of minde , hatred of the light, 
and the like means of ſaluation, Fift- 


C 
es 
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ly, by the horrible torment of the 
ſoule, | 
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loues good company, a godly man} 


vpon the faitbfull in the land. : This we p; 101.6,7 


ſfoule, which it doth affuredly ex-' 
peR, when the full viall of GODS; 
wrath ſhall be powred vponit« Oh! 
miſer.ble and vohappy condition! 
woe worth the time may ſuch ſay,” 
that euer they were borne, 

Who is a wicked man? Anſwer,' A wicked 
( in generall') He that lives and lies _— 
in finne , withour repentance : Bur: — 
ſucha man 13a wicked man as Doth 
walks in the crunrcell of the wicked, that | 


aoth Fand in the way of ſmners , and j 
_ 14 


doth fit m the ſeate of ſcorners , Fox 
as he is a godly man, that is careful 
roſhunne and auoyde the bad coun« 
cell and lewd company of wicked 
and yngodly men; So he is a wicked 
ma that loues & likes their bad coſts! 
cell & lewd company. And as ano- 
bl: mans ſeruant is knowne by his: | 
Livericz ſo we may certainely wdge! 
of me by their copany , A good man, . | 


makes mnch of them that feare the 
Lord; My cies (faith Dawid) ſo:Ul be Pal 16.3 
may ſce in /acob, who loued /oſeph as Ge, 37.2.4] 

boue | 


| 
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Rirds of a Feather which flic toge- 
ther , and like will colike : So that 
if you ſhould aske a certaine rule 
how to judge of men, whether they 
be good or bad, godly or wicked, 1 
know not any rule more ſure fora 
mans ourward life ro iudge of him, 
then by his company. And therefore 


idhaad 


Pſa,g0.19, 
218, 


Uſe 1. 
Pſal.50.16 


as S. lohnmakes ita marke of Gops 
childe, and a certaine ſigne of the 
loueof Gon tovs, If wee lone the 
brethren : So on the other ſide ir is a 
fearfull norte ofa wicked man, when 
he hath no delight in the companie 
of Gons children and faichfull ſer- | 
vants, bur delight only in the com- 
pany ofthe wicked and vngodly, 
Letall wicked men lay this Do- 
Arine to heart, and be affeRed with 
it, and ler me ſay tothem as Dawid 
{aid ro the vngodly ; YVato the wngodly 
aid Grd, what haſt thow to doe to taks 
conenaat into thy month ? ſeeing thew 


boue all his brethren, becaulc he had | 
gracein him ; eAUl my delight is wpon, | 
thy Saintr, But wicked wen are like | 


— 


et. 
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bateſt to bee reformed, and haſt caſt my 
word” 
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wo-d behind: thee , When thou ſaweſt a 
thiefe thou conſented} unto him , and 
haſt beene partaker with the adulterer, 
& c, Theſe things ha#t thou done, and [ 
held my prace , and thou thoughteſt that 
[ was like thee, But I' will reproue thee, 
and ſet before thee the things thou haſt 
done, Ob con/id-r this yee that forget 
Ged, leſt Iteare you in peeces and there 
be none to deliner you ,,Oh that the wic- 
ked & vngodly of the world would 
conſider in what a curſed ſtate they 
Rand in , what extreame danger to 
loſe their owne ſoulcs, cleane out of 
Gods fauour, {o as he hates and ab- 
horres them, and all they doe: Now 
as Salomon ſ{2ith, If the wrath of the 
King be as the roaring of a Lion, 
how much more the wrath of the e- 
ternall Gop , whois able not on- 
ly to kill the body, butto caſt both 
ſoule and body for euer into hel fire, 
Oh then be admoniſhed! ſay you had 
afaire warning , repent in time, lius 
nolongerin ſin, turnero God with 


all ſpeed, while iris calledt oday : Say 


| with Danid, Away from me yee wicked, 
R I 
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Prou,s., 


þ 5,16, 
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Uſe 1, 


} 


I will keepe the commandements of my 
God, And this remember,that as bad 
company, andthe ſociety of wicked 
men is a fearefull ſigne of a wicked 
man ; ſo it is moſt dangerous,for fin 
1s as 2 ſpirituall plague or leprofhie, it 
is ofa ſpreading and contagious na- 


ture, Cana man touch pitch, and wot be| 
d-filed? Then may a man keep cem- | 
| any v.iththe wicked , and not bee | 
corrupted. Joſeph liuing inthe Court | 
of Pharach, how ſoone had helearnd 


 fides, we ſhal be compelled to winke 
at the (innes of thoſe whom we loue, 
and ſo conſenting to them, are guil. 
tie of them . Againe, wee cannot 
but bee vexed with them , and gree- 
uedatthe heart, as Lot was; yea, 
;and jn dangerto be puniſhed with 
|\them, 2s Lox in Sodome was taken 


priſoner, and all his houſheld : and 


therefore, 25 men do ſhunne a houſe | 


Genef, ar,/ © ſwear, by the life of Pharaoh?Be- | 


infected, ſo let vs ſhunne ſuch com- 
pany as moſt dangerous, pernitious 
| and hurrfull, 

And heere we are t@ woonder at 


| the| 4 


—_— 
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the palpable blindenefle of wicked 
men, at their blockiſhneſſe and ſen- 
Nleſſe ſecuritie , that though their e- 
ate be as wee haue m—_ our of the 
word of Gor, and teſtimonies of 
holy Scriptures ſo curſed, miſerable, 


| wretched, and damnable ; yer they 


ſee it nor, they feare it not, they be- 
| leeveirnot; they feare no danger, 
they defire no remedy, their mindes 
are {o blinded through felfe-loue, 
and ſo hardnedin all kinde of finne, 
that nothing can mooue them, and 
doe them good, They be like the 
| Smiths dogge, no ſtrokes nor ſparks 
can awakethem, Of all diſeaſes they 
be moſt dangerous, that be leaſt felt; 
as the Apoplexy,dead Palfie, Lethar- 
pie, &c, So, whena manis ficke, e- 
uen ſoule fick, and ficke vnto death, 
and feeleth no paine , his caſe muſt 
needes bee dangerous, Many men 
complaine of the tone inthe kidny,; 
and ride and runne night and day to 
find eaſe for it, but few complaine of 
the ſtone in the hart, men haue hard, 
Rony and flinty hearts : And neither 
| R 2 loue 


| 


p 
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lone of heauen, nor feare of hell , 
neither mercie nor indgement can | 
moue them, or make themto repent, 
Well, to conclude this poynt, let 
men take their courſes , runne on in 
finne, Walke inthe councell of the wic- 
hed + ſtand in the way of ſinners t and (it 
41 the ſeate of the ſcornefull, Let them 
refuſe the councell andthe company 
of Gops ſeruants, and when they 
haue doone all that they can, they 
are but curſed caitifes; and the time 


| 


Wiſed.s.” 
Reucl,6.13 


| will come that they will curſe the 
day that euer they were borne, and 
ſay , Woe worth the time they kepr 
| badde company : Oh 1:1ar fooles and 
mad men were wee ! When they ſhall 
wiſh the. heauens to fall ypon them, 
and the rocks to cruſh them inpec- 
ces, forfeare ofthe anger of G op, 
And thus much for the generall De- 
ſcription of a wicked man in theſe 
words, The wicked are not ſo, 
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[ But a the (haffe which the wind 
drineth away. | 


He Prophet David hauing ſhe. 
wed the difference betwixt the 


IntreduRtion, /t # not /o, commeth 
now to ſet out their eſtate by a Si- 
militnde and Compariſon, where 
hee compares the wicked to Chaffee, 
Andit is all one as if hee ſhould ſay: 
| The wicked and vngodly man is not 
| like a tree wellplantedand watered, 
that beares good ſruit , and alwayes 
flouriſheth , but like vnto (haffe. 
which hath no root at al in the earth, 
no iuycenor ſap, but wants all kind 
of good fruit and greenencflc, ſo as 
it is eaſily ſcattered and diſperſed 
with euery blaſt of winde : Euenſo 
the wicked are not rooted nor graf- 
tedinto I Bs vs Curisr, and 
are altogether voyd and deſtitute of 
all fruit of good workes , of all ſa- 
uing grace, haue no iuyce nor ſap 
of goodnefle inthem, and in time 
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godly and the wicked by a generall 
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me, 
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of trouble and temptation; they fall 
| away; yea, every blaſt of falſe Do- 
Arine, eucry ſtorme of temptation, 
triall, orperſccution, yea the leaſt 
blaſt of Gops anger driueth them 
birher and thither, they know not 
| which way to turne them, 

So that in this Similitude or Com- 
pariſon there are two things to be 
conſidered of vs. 
| Firſt, the matter whereunto the 
| wicked are compared, onto Chaffe, 
Secondly,the condition of ( baffe, 

4 mich the wind: drueth away, 

In the former of theſe wee are to 
conlider how the wicked reſemble 
Chaff-, naturally, and accidentally, 
Wicked Naterally, Chaffe is light, and vn- 
compared | profitable, 

- — Firſt,it is light,containing in it,no 
En ſolide and weighty matter, but a ve- 
| Light. ry ſleighr and frothy ſubſtance, ſub- 

iect to many alterations; even ſo the 
wicked are not ſolide intheir purpo= | þ/ 
ſes & enterpriſes, & weighty in their | 
carriage and courſes , but as Chafee, 
light, cafily toſſed, & blowne away, | 
Ie / 
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It may appeare vnto vs, that the | 
* |wickedare as (Þaff-, light, becauſe | 
| {theybe light of their words, they | 
haue not their mouth in their heart, Eccleſia- 
like a wiſe man, but they have their Nic. 12,36, 
heart in their mouth, like a foole. Do | 
they promiſe any thing? their words 
'area5 wind, as the Prouerb is, Doe 
{they vow any thing?chey keepe their 
['yvowes, like thoſe that vowed Pauls 
[death Doe they ſweare any thing? 
they are bur as belles and bubbles in 
[the water, broker in a moment of . 
[time ; So that the wicked, in re{peRt 
of their words, yowes,or othes, ma 
| well be compared ro (bffe, light, 
Againe, the wicked may well bee 
copared to { haffe,light; bicauſe they | 
are light of their minds,entertaiving | 
and excluding,one while admitting, | 
another while reieing infirite pur- 
| poſes and thoughers of heart, Apaine, 
(they are light of their bodies, by c6- 
mitting many fornications, Yeazlet 
their virtues be compared with their 
vices, it will then appeare, That they 
are lighter then vanitie it ſelfe, 
R 4 Second- | 


i 
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Vnprofi- 
rable. 


{Eccl. 6.2. 


in, though they haue a will which is a | 


Dauias Bleſſed Man, V 8R. 4 


ble,and that two waies,Firſt,in mat-/ 
ters cemporall concerning this life, 


| wherein though they haue ability, as; 


they have for the moſt part; yer they | | 
want will co do good with the ſame, 
Secondly,in matters ſpiritual ,wher- | 


rare thing to be foundin the wicked; ! 
ct they want ability. 

Firſt,tho wicked are as Chaffe,vn- 
profitable, in regard of matters tem- 
porall ; For, Who doth regard the af- 
fliftions of /oſepn? For eyther their 
will is wholy beot vpon Couetoul- 
neſle or Prodigalirie , This is an e- 
uill which the Preacher ſaw vrider 
the Sunne z e4 man to whom God bath 
ginen riG bes, and treaſures, and honours, 
and he wanteth nothing for hs Soule, of 
all that ut deſireth , but God gineth him 


man hhallcate it yp. Yea, ſuch'is the 
caſe of many aman, thet where hee 
locks vp his riches from others with 


| One locke, hee lockes them vp from 


himſeMe! 


I  r—_—_— 
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Secondly, as the wicked are like x 
Chaffe, light; Soarethey voprofira- | , 


na powrr t9 eate ho but a ſtrange | 
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himſelfe with a thouſand , Oc elſe 
they ſpend them prodigally, like the 
rich glutton, who fared ofthe beſt, 8 
went ofthe fineft,bur had nothing to 
beſtow vpon poore Lazarm: where- 
as indeede they are but Stewards of 
thoſe things they enioy, & muſt one 
day giue an accompt for them: And 
if they be found in the day of their 
accompt to haue b:ene oprofitable, 
as Chaffe is voprofitable , then muſt 
they afſuredly expe& no other ſen- 
rence then that which was denoun- 
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Luke 16, 


| 


ced againſt that vnproficable ſer- 
uant: Caſt that uyprefirable ſernant in- 
to witer d-vkeneſſe, 

Secondly, the wicked may bee 
ſaid to bee as (haffe wnproficable, in 
reſpe& of matters ſpirituall: becauſe 
though they haue therein a will, yet 
want they ability, whereby they] 
might benefite others, For whatſoe- 
wer is borne of the fleſh is fleſh, and no- 
thing bur flcſh; How then can a 
man giue that to another hee hath 
not himſelfe,or ſpeake that roothers 
hee is ipnorant of himſclfe, Yea, i 


this 


Mart.25.30 


loh.3.6, 
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exceeding 


chanoeas» 
ble. © 


| 234 | 


Prou.:8.9, 


this mans father, or mother, wife, 
or childe, lay a dying, and one ſhort 
prayer might ſaue their ſoules, a 
wicked man is net able to performe 
that Chriſtian duty for them: For hee 
that turneth away his eare from bearing 


 Dawids Bleſſed Man. Vu n-4| | 


the Law, enen his prayer ſhall bee abho- | 
minable : So that howſoeuer a wic-| 
ked man rpay ſeeme topray, or the| 
like, > reaſon hee is vnregene- | 
rate, not borne anew, and that they | 
proceede not from faith, anda heart | 
purified from finne, the Loxy 
doth turne the ſame vnto ſinne vnto | 
him, 

So that a wicked man at his beſt, 
in matcers Temporall or Eternall, 
hee is as Chaffe, light and voprohi- 
table, 

In that the Spiritof Gop com- 
pares all wicked men to { haffe, wee 
learne, that the eftate and condition 
of wicked men is exceeding in- 
conſtant, vaine, vncertaine, muta- 
ble, and changeable, they haue no 
certaine ſtay , no ſure and ſet- 
led eſtate in this world, whe- 


ther 


CD — 


bf 


| [Vs 


| with the world: And thelike may 
| bee ſaid of Hymeners, Phyletus, and 2-Time2.17 


— — 


| ther we conſider the maters of Re- 
ligion, and Gops worfhip,orthe 
things of the world , wee ſhall ſee 
them like ynto Chofte, vaine, vile, 
yncertaine and mutable, 

Firſt, in marrers of Religion, | 
for Gops worſhip and ſervice, 
how vaine and mutable the wicked 
are, the example of /zudaz doth 
ſhew; who being choſen to be one 
l of the ewelue, fell away afterward 
dar-gerouſly and treacherouſly ; the 
like may bee ſaid of Demw, who 
|made a glorious flouriſh for the 
[time, yet afrerwards fell in loue 


——— — 


Alexander, who were counted fa- 
mous, and eſteemed as pillars of che 
Church, yer they tell to renounce 
cucrlaſting ſaluation; To this pur- 
pole doth Saint /ohn deſcribe the 
eſtate of the backe-fliders in his 
time; They went out from wv: , but they | 
were not of ws : for if they had beene of 
vs, they would bane continued with ve; 
Heereunto commeth the parable 


propounded 
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Luke 8, 
[Luke 16, 


| 


Mat.21.25, 


| 23 6 | Dauids Bleſſed Man. Vu. 4. 
| propounded by our Sanjour Chriſt» 


{ 


eM certaine man had two ſonnes , and 
came to the eller and ſaid, ſonne; goe 
and worke to day in my Vine-yard : But 
hee anſwered and ſaid, 1 will not ; yet 
afterwards hee r:p:nted himſclfe and 


went, Then came hee to the ſecond, and 


ſaid, 1 will ſir ; and went not : Hee 
ſeemed forward but hung backez he 
promiſed much, but performed no- 
thingatall, The like may bee ſaid 
of the rich man that came to our 


Sauiour Cur 15T and ſaid; Good 


Mat.19.16. (1laiſter, what good thing ſhall I doe, 


that I may haue eternall life: Yet when 
| hee was tryed , hee went away ſor- 
rowfull, 

Againe, for their worldly eſtate, 
all their felicity and great pompe, is 
but a dreame, it is bur as chafte, the 
leaſt blaſt of Gops wrath will 
ouerthrow all their happineſſe and 
proſperity; whichat the beſt, is moſt 
vncertaine, and very mutable; looke 
on Pharoah, Saul, eAchitephell, Ab- 
_ Nebuchadnezar, Nabal, and 


4 


the 


| 


| 


| 
| 


, 


ſaid likewiſe: eAad hee auſwered, and | © 


/ 


© | eſtate of the wicked, concludeth 
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| the rich Foole : ob ſecting out the 


*| thus; They ſpend their daies in plea- 
'| ſures, and ſuddenly go downe to bell, 
And there ſhewes the cauſe, their 

roſperity, alas, is not in their owne 
Cas the Lok Dd doth make them 
\ | 48 flubble before the winde, and as 
| chaffe ſhall they bee azjpierced : And 
Daxid ſpeaking of the proſperity 
of the wicked, ſhewes withall how 
ſlippery and vncertaineitis, that in 
a moment they bee gone, and like 
chafte are ſcattered abroad. So that 
it doth appeare that the eſtate -of 
wicked mea is too too fickle and vn- 
certaine, and therefore well compa. 
red to Chafte, 

And by this compatiſon is ſhew. 
ed that the wicked bee moſt vnlike 
tothe godly,and therefore hee com- 
pares them not to any Tree, no not 
ro a dead and withered Tree, butto 
Chaffe, 

Firſt, becauſe as the godly man 
1s rooted in CyuriIsT, and re- 
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lob.21.18- 


Plalmw.73, 


celues nouriſhment from him, good 
| juice, 


_ 


Uſe 1, 


wice and 000d ſap, The wicked are 


not ſo: bur veyde of all inice and ſap,] 


dry as duſt, Chaffe, 

Secondly, whereas the godly man 
is fruitefull, The wicked are not ſo, but 
as Chaffe, vofruitfall, 

Thirdly , whereas the godly man 
ispermanent, and his eſtate durable, 
no winde nor weather can ſhake 
him, being roored and grounded 
in CuR15ST; The wicked are not [1 
but 44 Chaſfe, even variable as the 


wind, every blaſt of falſe doQtrine, | 
euery winde of Temptation, and| ? 
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44 


euery tryall for the Goſpels ſake will | | : 


blow them cleane away, 


men to looke about them:Thy eſtate | 
is not ſo good as thou thirkeſt ir 15; 
Though thou bee rich, in honour, 
and in great preferment, thou ſee- 
meſt all this while to bee like a great 
Oake,or a tall Cedar Tree, but know 
thou art nothing lefle in the fighr 
of God : Thou art like to chafte, 
light, vaine, looſe,vile, vyproficable 
and variable, no firmeneſle and con- 


ſancy 


N 


Ler this adwoniſh all wicked $) 
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; Corne into his Garner, bur the 


all of vs paſſe ynder Goys Fanne, 
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Aancy at all in. thee ; yea, marke: 
what will follow, and bee the end, 
vnlefſe thou repent and turne vnto 


G oÞ: Hoe will come, whoſe fan is in Math.3.24 


his hand,and bee will gather his Wheate' 
into his Garner, But the ( haffe will. 
hee burne with vnquenchable fire. Oh, 
that all wicked men would now ex- 
amine themſelues , how they are in 
the Barne-floore of the Loxy 
Its'vs, Whether as Chaffe or 
Corne, for a day of winnowing 
will afſuredly come, wherein the 
Lox» will then gather his good! 


Chaffe will hee caſt out to bee burne| 
with fire vynquenchable, Wee muſt 


Great,Small, Rich, Poore,Learved,' 
Ignorant, Miniſter, and People; and | 
then if thou bee found to bee Chaffe 
to the fire thou muſt goe. And 
therefore let all Goys Children 
take heedthat they doe nor faſhion 
themſelues like vnto the wicked; 
for as our ends are moſt ynlike , ſo, 
our lives ruſt bee ynlike : rod 

we 


Hr 


Je 2, 


Pſal. 73.8 
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live in finne after che faſhion of the 
world;We muſt frame our liues after 
the Word. 

Secondly, letall Goys children 
learne to iudge aright of theeſtate 
of all wicked men; they flouriſh in. 
| deed in the world, and who but 
jen. wage from trouble, full of prof. 
perity, Whereas the godly man is 
trouble] and afflifted yea, often in 
great miſery and diſgrace of the 
world; and this is the thing that of- 
tentimes doth trouble the godly: 
But if wee will judge of them, not 
by the eye of the body, bur of the 
ſoule, according to Gops Word, 
wee ſhall ſee wee ſhall haue no great 
cauſe to wonder at them , much 
lefſe to be grieued for them : Alas, 
poore ſoules when they bee at the 
beft they bee bur as chaffe, yaine, 
light, vile, and vnconſtane : / ſaw 
(faith Dauid) the vngodly ſpreading 
himſelfe like a greene Bay Tree; ſo / 
Looked on bim and paſſed by him, and loe 
hee was gone, I ſought bim but he conld | 
no where bee found, | 


Hitherto 
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| all wicked and yngodly Gnners to 


' Hitherto hath ir appeared what 


are like the chaffe naturally 
conſidered: Now in a word we 
are to confider bow the wic- 
ked reſemble Chaffe acciden- 

_ tally, and that two waies, 
Firſt, Chaffe is preſerued for a 
time, whileit is in the field, withthe 
_ Corne, leaſt both ok-gbem 
ſhould periſh cogether, This 
reth in the Goſpell to bee the care 
which Gop had, not to ſuffer the 
Tares to be plucked vp, foratime, 
leaſt they ſhould plucke vp the 
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How the 


chaffe is, and that the wicked wicked re- 


ſemble 


'Chaffe ac-} 
cidencally, 


good Wheate with them : Euen ſo 
the wicked are ſpared for a time for) 
the godlies ſake, which otherwiſe 
could not live; euen as the Tares | 
amongſt the Wheate were ſpared 
for the Wheates ſake, | 

And ſurely this might — 


repent, and in time to turne vnto 
Gor, and to eſteeme better of 
the company of Gops faithful 
ſeruants and righteous children 


$ heere | 
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Mata3.29, 


<_ 


heere in this world th make much of 
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them, for they fare the better for 
them euery day they riſe, they en. 
10y all they haue for their4akes , elſe 
G op would ſoone make an end 
of them vpon earth, If Noah and 
his Family were in the Arke, the 
Aland would ſoone drowne the reſt: 
If Lot were out of Sodom, it would | "o 
ſooweyraine downe fire and brim-| 
tolFom heauen vponthe wicked 
Sodomites, And therefore Goes] &S; 
children may well bee comparedto! Þ* 
apeece of corke, caſt into the Sea; þ* 
full of nailes, which beares vp the 
nailes which otherwiſe would finke 
to the bottome one by one z euen ſo 
are the wicked preferued for a time | F 
for the godlies ſake, 
But if they will fill proceed to 
hate them aboue all things in the 
world;wel,the tim? will come, when 
they ſhall thinke itthe greatcſt mi- 
ſery in the world, to be ſeuered and 
ſundred from the compeny and ſo- 
ciety of the goCly: But of this here- 


after. 
The | 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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* The other condition of Chaſe 


accidentally confidered,is the fifting 
or ſeparating the ſame from the 
good Corne, which ſhall bee in the 
Harueſt of Gops Generall Iudge. 
ment; For as there bee but rwo ſorts 
of men, namely, the Sheepe and rhe 
Goares, the good and the bad; the 


 Ele& an: the Reprobate, and theſe 


do live together heere, cuen as the 
Tares amongſt the good Wheate: 
But in the Harueſt of Gods general! 
Iudgement they are ſeparated; euen 
as a2 Shepcheard doth divide bis 
Shecpe from his Goates, 
And thus much for the firſt part 
of the hmilicude, waere the 
wicked arecomparedro Chaffee; 


Now comes :o bee conſidered | 


the condition of (beffe. 
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[Which the winde [cattercth away.) 
B: Wind:, in this place, weareto 
vnderſtand, the judgements of 


Gov, which in the holy Scrip- 
S 2 tures 


| 


Iudgemer 
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tures is expreſſed by ſundry things; 
As by Fire, a Sword, Arrowes, Sckle, 
Faxne, &c. And in this place by 
Winds, The windes blew vpon the 
howſe,chc. 

Now the judgements of God do 
reſemble the winde in two things 
eſpecially: Firſt, it hath the bound 
from whence it commeth; viz:Hea- 
uen: Secondly, ithath abound to 
which it goeth, viz. Earth, 

The firſt conſideration in the 
which the iudgements of Gop are 
| compared ro the Winze is the place 
they come from: The winde it\com- 
meth from aboue, cuen out of the 
Lorps Treaſure-honſe : Accor- 
ding to that of the Prophet Danid, 
Hee bringeththe windes of bis Treaſu- | 


d 
| 


r7; Sothat by what meanes ſocuer, 
the iudgements of Gop are cxe. 
cuited ypon vs, Orin what kind ſoe-| 
uer,certainely rhey comefrom Gop, | 
as the winde doth, 

The ſecond is the place it com- 


methto, euen to the Center of the 
Earth wee dwell on: Such a one was 


that 


—_— — 
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that winde that came and beate vp- 
on the Banquetting houſe of /obs 
children: And what ſhall I ſay of the 
iudgements of Gop that came ſo 
ſwiftly, euen as the winde, vpon 
Phayoah, Sanl, »Abab, Antiochus, 
Herod, and the like, whoſe deftrui- 
ons came ſuddenly from heauen, as 
the Winde, vwpon them: And as the 
winde is inuifible to the eye; euen ſo 
come the iudgements of Gop vp- 
on the wicked when they are moſt 
ſecure: yea, when the wicked ſhall 
ſay Peace, Peace, then ſhall deſtruRti- 
on come vpon them ſuddenly, as the 
Winde; yea, and as the winde is moſt 
violent where it is moſt oppugned, 
as by the taleſt Trees, and the high- 
eſt Hils: So where the heart of man 
is lofty, hee is ſo much the more 
open tothe winde of Gops iudge- 
ments : As wee may ſee in Pharoah, 
Herod, Anticchrs,c. 

Now in that the Prophet hath 
compared the wicked ro Chaffe, and 
the judgements of Gop to the 


Wind, wee learne from hence, the 


245 
—— 


lob, 1.19. 


Doftr.z, 
The de- 
ttrution 
»f the WIC 
ied is vn- 
reuokea- 


ble. 


S 3 irreuoke- 


— 


'Pſal.2.9. 


Uſe I. 
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— 


irrcuokablenetie of the deftruction 
of the wicked : Alas, what 15 Chaffe 
ro ſtand againſtrhe wind? And what 
is lcſh and bloud to reſiſt the Al- 
mighry ? This the Prophet Dauid 
ſheawes moſt excellently , who ſpea.- 
king of the enemies of Cu nisr, | 
and of the certainety of their de- | 
fruction, ſaith:7how ale bruiſe them | 
with a red of [ron. Alas, what is an ear- | 
then Pitcher before a barre of Iron? | - 
2 head of plaſſe, againſt a head of 
braſle? How did che winde of Gops | 
|iudgements purſue Ci, when hee | 
had fine his innocent brother? | 
| Pharcah ſeemed a mighty man, yet 
hee prot ed but Chafſe when the. 
winde of Gons in :dgements blew | 
vpon him, Herod thought himfelfe 


| 
to bee ſome petty God, when hee ' 
| made his Oration tothe people; but | 
hee was lefſe then Man, when the | 


winde came, cuen the iudgemer ts | 
of Gop, Trat bee was eater vp ef | 
wormes, 

Hence welearne , thatthe power 
of Goy is infinite and abſolute; | 


all | 


Inn 
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allpoweris of Gop: Hee doth bring 
| downe the Mighty from their ſeate; 
Yea, he hath all creatures ara becke, 

[and atacall, to hnmble man; yea, 

and the leaſt of all creatures when it 
is armed and ſent of Gov, is ſuffi. 
| cient tro deftroy the wicked,as Frogs 


| Lice, Flies,and the like creatures did 


({ Pharaoh and the Egyptiansz andas 'p,q.,, 


the Palmerworme and the like kind 


of Caterpillars did the men of 7x. loel 1.3 4 | 


\da and Iſrael: And therefore this 
, muſt needs bee a terrour ynto the 
; wicked, who are no ſtronger then 
the Chaffe to refilt the wind of 
; Gops judgements. This may teach 
[chem humility, and pull downe the 
| havghtineſſe of their hearts, when 
they 7 (hall heare the jrevokeablenes 
of their deftruciion, 


| of the wicked is irreuokable, and 

that the indgements of Gop come 
| ſuddenly. We are raught heere that 
{It is our duty to awske our of ſinne, 
and to bee watchfull ouer our owne 


ſoules : Wemuſt not fleepe io fine, | 


neither 


S 4 
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neither giue our ſelues to ſecurity, 
bur be carefull and circumſpe& that | 
vie be not ſuddenly ouertaken: This 
is that charge which our Sauiour gi- 
ueth:/V/atch therefore, fir you know nei. 
ther the day nor howre in the which the 
Sonne of Manwill come, The iudge- 
ments of God are threatned to come 
vpon thee ſuddenly as the winde; 
thou knoweſt not whether thou ſhalt 
haue an howre,or a moment of time| 
giventhee to repent, thou mailt bee | 
; \mitcen with ſudden death : When 
[thou riſeſt our of thy bed, thou 
|knowelt nor whether thou ſhalt Jye 


| dowac againez; When thou Jyeſt 
downe vypon thy bed, thou knoweſt | 
not what may happen vntothee ere | 


| 


Prou.27.1.| it be day: Boaſt not of to morrow, for thau 
knoweſt not what a day may bring forth: 
And therefore while it is to daylet 
vs repent and laborto bereconciled| 
ro Gon in Cukrisr, that when 
his judgments ſhal come as the wind 
\uddenly, the Deſtroyer may paſſe 
ouer vs, and wee remaine fafe ynder 
the ſhadow of the Almighty, 


H ithert9 


_— —  —————— 
I 


V n 1.5. Dauids Bleſſed Man. 
Hitherto hath the Prophet deſcribed 


the wofull eflate and condition here 
in this life. Now in the next verſe! 
by way of Prophecie or Threatning, | 
he ſets out their eftate and condition | 
inthe life ro comes 


| 


| bh 

The Firſt Pſalme. 
VERSE. 5. | 
|T kerefore the wicked ſhall not le able to 


ſtand in the [udgement , nor Sinners 
inthe aſſ embly ofthe Righteous . 


— 


FEcre the Propher de- 
ſcribes the wicked & 
- | & vngodly man by his 
{ 1), fearcfull end,and that 
wu which ſhal befall him 
heereatter : And that he draweth in- 
to two phrales of ſpeech, Firſt,They 
ſhall not ſtand in Indgement, Secondly, 
They 
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| 


| Lord)The day commeth that ſhall burne 


Dauids Bleſſed Man. V » xc.) 


— 
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T hey ſhall rot be Aſſociates with the inſt, 
So that we ſee, that howſoeuer now 
the wicked beareit out, and ſeeme 
tobe the onely men of the world, yet 
in that great day ofthe Lord , when 
we muſt all appeare before his Barre, 
that wil judge inſtly without reſpe& 
of perſons;then theſe wretched men 
ſhall not be able to ſtand, that is, to 
indure the ſentence of the Tudge and 
his angry countenance, but ſhall re- 
ceiue the fearefull doome of etcrnal! 
death, Depart from me ye curſed, 
Well then, by this we learne, that 
there ſhall be a Iudgementr, wherein 
men muſt ſtand to appeare before 
God,ro giue account of their worke; 
and this we acknowledge in that ar- 
ricle of our Faith when wee ſay, Wee 
beleene hee ſhall come to indge both the 
quicke and the dead. Beboelde ((aich the 


as 41 Onen : eAndall the prowde and all 
the wicked ſhall be Stubble: and the day 
that commeth ſhall burne themwvp. And 
our Saujoralluding to that day faith, 
Then will I ſay to them on my l:ft hand, 
Fe, 


_— 
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ec. Againe, Hehath appointed a ry foros Jt 
in the which hee will indge the world in 2.C0'.5 19 
righteouſn:(ſe : Now if there wereno * m_ oy 
places in the ſcriptures bur this text, gs _ 
it might ſuffice to prooue, that there , Per. 3.3. 
(hill be a day of Iudgement, 

But beſides theſe Teftimonies, 
there be certajne reaſons that proue 
the ſame, taken from the Nuture of 
Gop aad his principall Attributes, 
his Mercie and Iuſtice : which wee 
muſt needes confefle, he is moſt true 
in both, he 1s moſt merciful, and moſt 
iuſt, And therefore hauing promiſed 
it ſhall goe well with his children, 
that they ſhall be happy and bleſſed, 


| And that the wicked ſhall be miſera- 
| le and curſed, In theſe two re- 
| peRs it muſt needes be, that there 
muſt be a day of Indgement, For ia 
this world, who indure more miſery, 
griefe, and wrong then G 0» 5 chil- 
dren? who are-contemned, mocked, 
miſuſed, and byall mcanes, abuſed 
by wicked new ?F hey are in want, | 

fickenefle, pexſceution, in pouertie, Luke 16 
and a thouſand miſeries beſides, Bur 


the | 


I er ae eee 
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| the wicked flouriſh, liue in wealth 
| andeaſe,and all things that hearr can 
wiſh, Now then ſceing ehis is the e- 
| ſtare of Gods children in this world, 
| full of croubles and miſeries; and the 
wicked liue at eaſe, according to 
| thcir Juſts, It mutt nedes follow,thac ' 
|chcre muſt be a day of Iudgement | 
when God ſhall ſhew his mercie in | 
Blefſing and crowning the vertues of 
his children : and likewiſe in execu. 
ting Iuſtice von the wicked aad yne 
| godly. 
| Oa thar men and women could 
Often thioke of this time of the haft 
| Judgement! Oh that wee could be. 
ftowthattime which we beſtow vp- 
[on our pleaſures, and fooliſhſpores, 
;to meditate on this day! Oh that me 
| would beſtow that time which the 
beftow on vnprofitable,iFnor fiofull 
exerciſes: As carding, dicing, dec- 
king and painting theſe carkaſſes of 
[theirs ! Oh (I ſay) happy were we if | 
'we could beſtow this time in thin- | 
| King of this Iudgement: whar ſhall 


D 
(hen become of vs for cucrmore ? 


There 


Vs Re5o Dazids Bleſſed Man. 


Thereis noman ſo wretched and de- 
ſperate bur he can wiſh with Balaamn, 
Oh that I might die the death of the 
righteous ! and that my lait end might 
be like one oft hetrs, Labour now then 
in time to become a new creature, 
walke with God in obedience, la- 
bour for ſanRification : And this wil 
cauſe thee to ſtand our in this iudge- 
ment, 

Now that the wicked foal not ſtand 
in this [udaement, Some may heere 
obie and ſay, This is that which 
we deſire, that we may not appeare 
| | before the face of that angrie Indge, 
whoſe preſence is ſo intollerable. 

Bur alas! this is not all, forthen 
the wicked might ſeemeto be bleſ- 
ſed, if they might here delightin fin, 
and drirke downe iniquitie like | 
water, and nener bee called to ac- 
count for the ſame, Therefore the 


wicked ſhall appeare in Iudgement : 
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reſpets 


In foure 


the wic- 
ked muſt 
appeare in 
tudgment, 


And yet not any whit contrary o 
this Text which faith, The mcked | 

ſhall not ſtand in indpement, and that in 

theſe foure reſpeRts, 


Firſt, 


pee _ —— 
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" Firſt , In regard of their appea- 
rance there, The Lord will enter into 


fle, then chiefly with ſuch kinde of 
Acſh as are ſpecies of that gems, So 
flcſh, as that they are nothing bur 
fleſh, that haue not the ſecede of the 
Spirit remaining in them, 

Secondly, they muſt ariſe and ap- 
peare in this iudgement, in reſpeR 
of the ſinners arraignmentat Gops' 
! Iudgement Barre, For we muſt not! 
only appeare in Iudgement , Bur be-' 
fore the Indgement ſeate of Chriſt, 


peare inthis Judgement, tobe indi- ; 
ted; for Gov willbring every worke | 


good emill, 

Fourthly and latly , they muſt a- 
riſe, and ſtand inthis Judgement, to 
heare the ſentence of the Tudge of 


Depart from me yee curſed into exerla- 
Rang fire prepared for the Diuell and his 
angells : Arhundering SentencEin- 


deede, able ( ifirwerepoſſible ) ro 


indgement with all fl-@ : if with «4 | 


Thirdly, they muſt ariſe and ap-/ | 
q 


of theirs inte iudgement, whethay they be | 
| 
| 


heauen and earth paſſe againſt them, 


| 


wound 


DC 


cd 
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woundto death the harts of the wic. 
ked, but they ſhall after death never 
die. Yea,euery word of theſentevce 
ſeemes to be moſt fearful & terrible, 
Firſt, what they ſhall do; Depare.' 
Secondly, how they ſhall depart ; | 
(\w/ed, 

Thirdly, from whem ; From me, 
Fourthly, whither; Jxto fire. 
Fiftly, into what fire ; Ewerlafiing 
e, 

\ Sixtly, by what right; nad 
Seuventhly, with what company ; 
The dixell and his angells. 
; Hitherco , andthus farre the wic- 
| ked muſt ariſe and ſtand in Judge-' 
| ment : but after this Sentence is once 
FE . 
given, they ſhall neuer riſe vp to ap- 
pearein Iudgemenrt any more , Bur 
where it is ſaid, They ſhall not ſtand in 
Indgement, This is meant only in re-| 
ſpe of Gops favour, For this is 
proper onely tothe godly, thus to 
ſtand in Tudgement , who are bolde| 
inreſpetofIzsys Cn nisrT their 
elder Brother, in whoſe righteoul- 
neſle they appeare, 


s 


Oh 


en 
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| will come when theſe wicked wrer- 


to loſe his ſoule in hell fire for ener, 


Oh that all men would confider 


this, high, lowe; rich, poore; noble, 

and ſimple ; That no wicked man fall 
ſt and in iudgement; but ſhall heare the 
fearefull ſegptence of eternall venge. 
ance, Depart frow mee yee curſed; O 
how readyare men topur from them 
this day of reckoning ! They ſeeme 


to haue made a league with Death, 


and to be at an 2greement with the 
Graue, Bur the Lord wiil difannull 
this their agreement : and the time 


ches will be glad to put their heads 
in an awger hole, when they ſhall cr 

ynto the rockes and hilles to fall vp- 
on them to hidethem , and tocouer 
them from the wrathof Gov, the 
angry Indge, whom they are not a- 
ble roendure. Who would buy gold 
atſucharate, orpleaſures {o deare, 


for the pleaſures of finne fora ſeaſor 
heere, 

Secondly,we are taught here, that 
as all wicked and vngodly men bec 


wretched and miſerablg intheir life: 


So 
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So at the day of Iudgement their e. 
Rate is much more fearefull : forit is 
ſaid here, They ſhall not ſtand inindge- 
ment , but ſhall quake and tremble, 
25 !not being able ts endure the an- 

ry countenance of the Iudge : For 
now they ſhal ſee the backs ecanls 
foorth,and their finnes laid open :O 
good Lord! what ſhall yngodly men 
dothen ? which way ſhall they turne 
them ? when they ſhall ſee the Tudge 
' {ftand aboue them with a naked 
{word to cut them off : And the Di. 
uells ready to execute Gods eternall 
Iudgements on them ; poore ſoules, 
what ſhall become of them ? How 
can they ſtand? how can they indure 
it? andyetthey muſt yndergoir,and 
endure it, 

But more thenthis , they muſt re. 
ceiuethat fearefull ſearence of eter- 
nall vengeance, Depart ye curſed, &e. 
So as now they mutt remaine in per- 
petuall priſon,inthe darke dungeon 
of hell for euer; where the paines 
are endleſſe, eaſleſſe and remedileſſe, 
They ſhall haue no eaſe , no notone 


— 


| 
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_— 


— — 
Ld 


' Davids Bleſſed Man. Vu. 5.| 


drop of water to coole their tongue; 
And this word,euerlaſting Torment, 
doth euen kill the heart of the dam- 


ſand yeares, as be Starres in the fir- 
mament, orſand on the Sea ſhoare, 


ſoule, that once there might be an 
end thereof, Butalas, when he hath 
ſuffered rorments ſo many yeares, 


,remaine infinite, God giue vs grace 
that we may become righteous, that 
ſo we may ftand in indgement. 


Aw— 


The ſecond part of the miſerie of 

a wicked man in the life to come, is, 

[ Heſhall not ftand inthe aſſemblie of the 
Tuſft. | 


N theſe words is noted out vnto 
vs a ſecond branch of the iudge- 
ment of the wicked in the life to 
come , That they ſhalbe ſcuered and 
ſecluded from the companie of the 


ned : for if a man in hell rorments| 
might lie in torments ſo many thou: | | 


it were ſome cofmort to a damned! * 


Heauen | 


' 


the number to ſuffer fill will cuer| | 
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Heaven is colled the New Jernſa- 
lem, wherein enters no vncleane 
thing ; onely this is the place where 
the iuſt doe abide, Here are all the 
holy Patriarkes,+ Abrabam, [/aas and 
Laceb : here are the Apoſtles, here 
arethe holy Martyrs, and conftant 
witneſſes of CyrISTStruth; here 
are all the Saints that ſleepe in 
Cur 15T, here they reſt and fing 
continually, Praiſe, honowr, and glory 
onto bim that (tteth vpon the Throne ; 
here they enioy the preſence of God, 
and fee his face continually, Now 
to be depriued of this place, and ro 
bee ſeuered from this company, it is 
amiſery with a witneſſe, And this is | 
that miſery here poinred our in this 
ſecond place, They ſhall not ſtand inthe 
aſſembly of the inſt. 

The Church is to bee vnderftood 
two wayes, Militant and Ti ds! 
phant, and from both of theſe the 
wicked are excluded : for howſoec- 
ver the wicked live amongſt the 
godly, as Tares amengft the good 
wheate, as { ine, and Eſau, and [«- 
T 2 das 
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das did amon 2lt the godly ; yet they| 
were not of the O 


cauen, the 
( harch Triumphayg ſecin 


ney never Warred in 
the Charch Ms. 


ltant, 


KNeither 


v 


or, 
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7 Neither the ſinners in the aſſembly 


| of the inſt. ] 


T3 


! 
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Ere then we learne, that there 
are two ſorts of men in the 
world, Good and Bad,Sheepe & Goats, 
Eleft and Reprobate; and here inthis 

world they liue together; bur after 


| death in the laſt iudgement, there 
| {hall bee two places appointed for 
ther, one onthe right hand, ano- 
theronthe left; one in honour, the 
other in ſhame; one in ioy and com- 
fort, the other in feare and horror, 
And as wicked men in this life could 
neuer abide the company and ſocie- 
ty of the godly, but did mocke and 


ſcofte at them,and ſhun their compa- 


great day of account, in that great 
and generall ſeparation, The ſmners 
ſhall nt appeare in the aſſembly of the 
righteoms, but ſhall bee ſevered and 
/fundred by the great Shepheard of 
| the ſheepe, the iudge of the whole 
world, 

Now that wicked men ſhun and 


[ny as muchas they could; ſo in the | 


Dotr .2., 
All Man- } 
kinde di- 

uided incol 


two ranks. | 
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auoid the company of the godly,and 
do defire and ſecke the company of 
the wicked, it is plaine by experi- 
ence, and therefore it is juſt with 
God, that ac the laſt day they ſhould 
be ſeuered and ſecluded their com- 
pany: and asthey loued and deligh- 
ted in the company of wicked men, 
 & ſuchas have no feare of God be- 
fore their cies; ſo now they ſhal have 
their belly full of their company, 
How did {ain hate Abel? Pharao 110- 


our Saviour Chriſt? £/ymas the com- 
pany of Paul? And on the contrary 
part, how doth one wicked man loue 
the company of anotherlike himſelf, 
common experience doth proue it, 
And here wicked men be neiſome 
& troubleſome to rhe godly,as Goats 
to Sheepe,they tread downe their pa- 
fture,they trample in their water, & 
they puſh them with their hornes : 
Chriſts ſheepe now ſuſtaine ſundry | 
wrongs & injuries,and are much an- | 
noied & vexed by thoſe ſtinking and 
vnruly Goats, But thege wil come a 


| day 


— —_ 
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day of ſeparation, to the horror of 
the wicked, and comfort of the 
godly, 

Further, in theſe words we may c6- 
fiderthe eſtate of the r5ghteoms at the 
laſt iudgment : that is,of the ele of 


God, ſuch as haue truly repented of 
their fins: by faith beleeue &imbrace 
leſus (brit, and are iuftified through 
his obedience in the fight of God; 
ſurely their eſtate ſhall be bleſſed and 
bappy, and ſo great, that the very 
wicked ſhall be aſhamed & aſtonied 
to behold it, Firſt, they ſhall be ſet on 
Chriſts right had, which is no ſmal ho- 
ner & ioy for poore filly ſoules to be 
aduanced to fit on the right hand of 


le(us ( briff, the ſon of God, and the 


they ſhall heare the bleſſed ſentence, 
(ome je bleſſed, &c,Thirdly,they ſhal 
be pur in reall poſſeſſion of eternal] 
[alnat ion of the Cato of Heaxen, 


and liue in the bleſſed preſence of 
God the Father, Sonne and Holy Ghoſt, 


Mat. 25.34 


R cuel 21, 


the ele& —_— and blefled Sams, 


| where there ſhall be no ſorrow,paine 
| T 4 ficke- 


> I3, I4. 


— 


Ss. 


——— > — 


Dautas Bleſſed Man. Ve Rc, 


ickrefle, &c, & 
dye inthe Lord, ft 


labogrt : 


» 2nd to m 
if they will 
em, to 


ut 
to hate th 


againſt 


— 


\ 


( Vs =p Dauids Bleſſ, ca Man, 


| againſtthe godly , to: ſhanne their 
company, and ro hate them aboueſ 


all the things in the world : Well, 
yet remember the time will come 
that yee ſhall chinke ic the greateft 
miſery in the world , that they ſha!l 
bee ſcuered and ſundred from their 
company, and in ſo being they ſhall 
bee ſeuered and ſundred from tie 
Company and Socizty of Izsvs 
CHRIST himſelfe, of Gop the 
FATHER, and all the bleſſed Saints 


and Angels of Gop in heauen: 


the madneſſe and extreme folly of 
wicked men, they hate them whom 
they ought moſt co loue, and loue 
them whom they ought moſt to di- 
{like, 

Let men take heed with whom 
they joyne themſelues in ſociety, 
Seeing with whom they keepe com- 
pany inthis life, indeath they ſhall 
pertake withrhem; and after at the 
laſtiudgement ſhall bee ioyned with 


Then in that day ſhall the righteous 'Wiſ, 5.1.2. 
ſtand in great bolaneſſe before him that |3- 4+ 
perſecuted him, &c, Thus yee ſee} . 


them: 


| 


- 


26, | 


mr A 
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| The Firſt Pſalme. 


— — 


VERSE, 6, 
For the L okD knoweth the way of the 
righteour; But the way of the vngod- 
ly ſhall periſh. 


© ITHERTO the Prophet 
hath deſcribed the won. |TÞe ſec5d 
derfull bleſſed eſtate of a ——_—Þ 
odly man : As alſo the [5 — nl 
fearefull and curſed eſtate of the 
wicked : Now in this fixt verſe, 
which containes in it the ſecond ge- 
Anerall part of the Plalme, is laid 
: fHowne a reaſon, both of the happi- 
nefſe of the one, and alſo of the mi- 
ſery of the other, 

The godly man is a bleſſed man, 
why? Becauſethe Lok ÞD Knoweth, 
that is ; -approueth of the way of a 
righteous and godly man, hee likes 
it and direRts ir, yea takes care of it, 
and doth bleſſe 8 way ; thatis, the 
life and conuerſation, the ations, 
ſtudies, 


AL 
> © 
—— 


at 


——” 


Davids Bleſſed Man. V ax. 6.] 


ſtudies, and endeauours of the righ-f 
reous, 

Secondly, the wicked are curſed 
and miſerable ,* why? Becauſe the 
Lorpd doth not thus Knew, that is, 
the Loxpd doth not like nor al. 
low of the wicked man, hee doch | 
not loue nor approue of his life nor 
dealings; but rather diflikes him and 
all hee doth , yea hee hates and ab- 
horres his vile and abhominable and 
wicked life: And therefore both hee 
and his waies, that is, his ſtudies, la- 
bours, and enterpriſes, /og/l periſh, 
and come to deftrution, 

Mofty. x, In that the Lord is faid To 
A great know the way of the righreow; that is, 
comfortto] to like it, tolouc it , and to bee well 
the godly | pleaſed withit, ſoas hee will dire&t 
mg, and bleſſe it, Heere is matter of 
proue of exceeding comfort ro euery poore 
them. child of Gop, to enery godly and 
righteous ſeruant of Gon, that 
| being iuſtified by fairhin CurisT 
Itsvs, and ſanftifiedby the H o- 

LY Grosr, live well, and leade 
| a godly and righteous life,that hows | 
ſocuer 


—_—. 


_ M4 


BE. —_— 
. 
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ſocuer the world comtemnes them, 
ſcoffes, and ſcornes them, mockes 
and mowes at them, revile, and 
raileypon them , and eſteeme them 
as baſe and vile; yet heare wee fee 
thatthe Loxy loues them, and 
eſteemes highly of them , approues 
them as his, delightsin them, to 
bleſſe them and proſper them: Touch —— 
not mine eAunoined, and do my Pro- Pal. _— 
phets no harms; yea,hee that roucheth pj, 19. 
chem toucheth the Apple of Gops Pſ.1432.3.4.| 
eye, and no aſſaults whatſoeuer ſhall Nab. 2-7. 
able to hurt them : For godlineſſe ** "493 
hath the promiſe of this lifs and that, 

which is to come; And thereforelet ys 

labour to plant godlineſſe in our 

hearts, and ſtore thera with the 

true feare of Gon, andinſodoing 

the Loxy will both blefle vs, 

and our pooere endeuours, 

This may ſerue to reproue the] 7, 
curſed praftiſe of yngodly men, ir 
is wonderfull to ſee how bold they 
beeto abuſe Gons Seruants, to 
mocke them and to diſgrace them, 
to ſlander and reuile them, they 
thinke 


n——_— 


ht... _ ” TY 


— O— 
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chinke them che worſt men that liue 
inthe world, they traduce them and 
bring them on the Stage, they loade 
them with vile and odious names: 
Now what doe they elſe then ſet 
themſelues againſt G op himſelfe, 
ſeeing they hate them whom Gop 
loues, X 

And as this may ſerue for the ter- 
rour of the wicked, ſo it ſerues to 
comfort euery poore child of G op», 
what though the werld hate thee 
ſo Gor loue thee, Oh remember 
thatthe LoxD loues and allowes 
of thee: Now thenif G ©» approue 
of thee, what though all men in the 
world, did refuſe or condemne thee; 
If the King ſhould grace a man, and 
bonour him , what would this man 
care for the contempt of a Scullion 
boy. Well, let this bee a comfort 
and encouragement vnto ys, that 
Gop knowes and allowes of ys, 
for what were the fauour and appro- 
bation of men, if this were wan- 
ting. 
But how ſhall a man know whe- 
ther 


Ya n6. Danids Bleſſed Man. 


- 


anſwere, 
Firft, if Gop know any man 


knowledge , then hee begets in him 
the knowledge of himſclfe : As the 
the lighc of the Sunne falling on 
our eye, by whoſe light we behold 


the Sunne againe, 7 know my Sheepe 
(faith CurisT) and they know 


mee. 

Secondly, if G op thus know 
any man, with his ſpeciall and effe- 
ctuall knowledge of his, ſo as hee 
loues and likes of them, it begets 
the loue of Gov in a mans heart: 
So as Gop loues him, hee is in- 
flamed to loue Gop againe, and 
in loue” vnto him is loath to offend 
him, and moſt carefull to pleaſe him, 
And therefore if wee would know 
whether wee bee thus knowne of 
God, let vs labour to finde our 
m_ inflamed with the loue of 

im, 


| 


-— 


whether 
m., 
eAnſ w, 
I 


lob. 10, 


Thirdly, whom Goy knowerh 
thus 


—_— 


CuHrrs7t! 
approueo 


for his, by his ſpeciall and effeRuall |y; 


x-loh, 4:94 


—_— 
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ther Gop knoweth him thus with How a 
his ſpeciall knowledge or no? I [may kn 


þ 


| 
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thus hee chuſeth to bee his childe in 
CuxrisT IEsvs, delights to bleſſe 
him : Now then this workes in the 
heart of a godly man another work; 
namely, to chuſe Gop to bee his 
Gov, to ſet his heart on him, to 
delightin him, to adore him as his | 
God, to loue him, feare him, obey | 
and call vpon him,and to truſt in him 
as his G op. : | | 
Thus you ſee how a man may 
know whether Gop know him 
with this ſpeciall and effetuall/ 
knowledge which is proper to the: 
Ele& alone; namely, by theſe fruits 
and efteRs in our hearts; for as wee 
ſee, though enery man cannot | 
cometo ſee the Kings Broad Seale, 
yet can deſcerne the pifture of ir 
in wax, and ſay, this is the Kings 
Broad Seale : So though men can- 
not aſcend to heauen to know the 
Secret Councell of G OD, yer by 
theſe fruitesand effeRs of his know- 
ledge men may know his will, whe- 

ther they bee his or not, 
Well, to conclude : ſeeing the 
LorDy 


— 


| Vu. 6.Dau ids Bleſſed Man. | 


_ 


Lord thus knowes and acknow. 
ledgeth, yea loues and likes of the 
life of a godly and righteous man: 
letys bee encouraged ro gothrough 
Rirch, and toreſolue of this, neuer 


to bee daunted,or diſcouraged, with | 


the hard meaſure of vngodly men, 


All our care ſhould bee to pleaſe 
Gov, and to bee approued of him, | 
and theretore ſo long as hee doth| 


approue of vs, let vs not care what} - 


mai can do againſt ys, 


— — 


[But the way of the wicked ſpall 
pers. | 


——_—-—_ 


Eere wee learne that the whole |[Dgy. 2. 


feof a wicked man,and what- 


ſocuer hee doth is abhominable, rhe [haces a 


Lokry hates him and all hee doth. 


And againe, The Sacrifices of the wic. 


ked are abbominable wnto the L or 1 \Ely 66. 34 


Now if the beſt ations of a wicked 
V man, 


wicked mi) 


What hane [ to doe with the multitude ma he 


of your ſacrifices, ſaith the Lon v? |Efy rr 


| ————. 
_— Rd "> ht. 


_— _— 


——_ ———— 
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man, his Hearing, Reading, Praying, 
ler.7.8. |and Receiuing, bee abhominable 
Prou15-5.\.o the LoxDz How much more 
their ſwearing, curſing , banning, 
prophaning the Saboath, drunken- 
| neſle, vncleanneſle, lying, ſtealing, 
Heb. 11.6,) &c, Againe, Without faith it is im- 
poſſible topleaſe G op; Now no wic-| 
ked man can haue true faith, be- 
As 15. 9. cauſe Faith purifies the heart, and) is 
never ſcuered from true repentance, 
and amendment of life, And there- 
fore the way of the wicked, ſceme 
| it never ſo goodly and glorious in 
Pro.20.r7. he world, all their ſtudies and en-| 
| deuours ſhall periſh and come to 
Tob.20,29' | deſtruction in the end: This #& the 
portion of the wicked man, and the he- 
ribage that hee ſhall hane fro Gov 
| for his workes, 
' Fe, \ This ſhewes the ſtate of moſt 


| men to be miſerable and vnhappy, 


; For onely thoſe bee bleſſed whoſe 


[ 


lives do pleaſe Gop : Now alas, 
[what delight can Gop have in 
the filthy liues of moſt men, whoſe 
whole Selight and ſtudy is in finne 
and | 


ts. A. Ao 


hy * 
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and wickedneſſe, in all kind of 
lewdnefle and prophaneſlſe, haue nv 
careto pleaſe G oD, but enen ob- 


ftinately rebell againſt him, ſurely 


the LonD them and all they 
e. Oh! wo ndition dich 
fafull mew; that Fe thiflſc! | 


thus ynto the Fay Francs not as® 


though they walke therej 
for atime, {Ur VE 


poſe to trade therein for 
euer. From this wofull 
eſtate the Lord de- 


liver ys all, for 


his (hriſts 
ſake As 


men, 


——_— —_— 
4 ET” Een Re At "6 


4 


| 4Y 


Hu KI46 


A heve.4 


WR TRI NUN 
A Prayer for the © 
Morning. 


(la) Gop wee thy poore yn- 

WE worchy ſeruants, accor- Wa 
ding to our bounden dues | | 
ty are heere aſſembled together | 
in thy Name: O Lorp ir is thy 
owne Commandement that wee 
ſhould call vpon thee in all our ne- 
ceſities , and it is likewiſe thy pro- 
miſe chat thou wilt heare vsgin afſy- 
rance whereof wee are bg 


Boo. and our good 
SA 


Wow to 
come vnto thee ; ackdv edging |; 
firſt of all tha lrogerher | wh 
ynworthy o f{WFRIF, 25 of our4 
ſclues to reFWRE IE any favour or4*i* 5 
mercy at ', for from onrF ITNCBS- - 
cradles yr preſent there hath AXES F006 


| Ang elſe bur apoſta< S IE» os 
03 yea, Lox» wes) Ps Þ 
-Y* 3 haue' | \ _—_ 3 


> as ttt. hi "CEN : * - « ©* A. 


b 
: / tn of 


= _. 


| 


| Maicſtic for one of a thouſand; yea, 


to come to condemne WY each vs, 
to conhzder what miſerably 


A Morning Prayer. | 


haue ſo added finne vnto linne, as if 
there were no other end why wee| 
were ſent into the world , bur to 
prouoke thee to wrath, and to heape 
vp a great meaſure of iniquity 
againſt our owne ſoules, againſt the 
day of wrath: our finnes of Omiſh- 
on, and our finnes of Comiſſion , 6 
Loxrp they are many and great, 
and if thou ſhouldeſt call vs to a 
reckonivg euenfor the leaſt of them, 


DO 
wee are not able to anſwere thy 


Loxp wee confeſle that it is thy 
mercy that endureth for cuer, and 
that hath beene the cauſe that wee 
haue not long a go' taſted of thy 
iudgements: O Lorp bee thou 
merciful nto vs ſtill for thy Names 
ſake, ſep@Fme our finnes as farre 
from thy pillagranghe Eaſt is from 
the Weſte 7h the graue 
of thy Sonne Up F that they 
may neuer riſe Wiſtagepe in this| 
world to accuſe vs, h the world: 


af 


ye 


= _ 3 


. 


Smet 


| 
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wee wereof our ſelues, and whata 
fearefull caſe wee had yer beene in, 
if thou hadſt left vs to our ſelues, 
that ſo wee beholding thy vnſpeake- 
able mercy tovs, wee may the bet. 
ter bee moued to loue thee againe: 
open the eyes of our vnderſtanding 
that wee may ſee what is good, and 
what thou requireſt of vs, ſubdue 
the crookednefle of our rebellious | 
Nature, and bring it vnder the obe- 
4 |dienceof Cy nrisT: And that we 
S | may affure our ſelues that wee are| 
in Cyr1sT, good Lord make 
vs more and more, partakers of the 
Spirituall power, both of the death 
Y |andlife of CynisT, letthe power 
of his death mortifie finne in vs, 
crucifying the world ynto vs, and 
vs ynto the: world; And let the 
power of his ReſurreRion ſtirre vs: 
vp vntonewneſle of life, Teach ys to 
number our daies that wee may ap-.| 
ply our hearts -ynto wiſedome ; and'}.,-= 
«as thou doft adde daies vnto own < 

ife, ſo goed Loxp adde reperi- | : 
Face - and amendment to our daies, þ” + 
þ X is Ine £ V 4 that 
"ai _ X 
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thyt as wee grew 1n yeares, owe 
may increaſe in grace, that wee may 
in all things labour to keepe faith 
and a good conſcience in all our 
thoughts, words, and dealings, as 
rhar they may tend vnto thy glory, 
the good of others,and the comfort 
of our owne ſoules and conſcien- 
ces in that day when wee ſhall make 
our finall accompts vnto thee for the | 
ſame. And to this end conuert our | 
nearts, ſubdue our affeions, rege- | 
nerate our mindes , and purifie our | 
Nature, and ſuffer vs not to bee| 
drowned in the ſtreame of thoſe 
filchy vices, and finfull pleaſures of 
this time wherewith thouſands are | 
carried head-long to eternall de- 
ſtruction : But every day more and 
more conforme vs vnto the image | 
of thy Senne, that walking hcere | 
along this ſhortrace of ours, wee | 
may atlaſt in thy appointed time, at- | 
taine to the bleſſed reſurreion of | 
the Tuſt vnto eternall life, - And 
Loxp enable vs heercunro, for Vie 


arenot able of our {ciues, ro chinks 


”% 


| 


# 
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any good, much lefle to performe itz; 
open i therfore the eyes of our minds 


thy good Spirit within vs, giue vs 
Acſhy hearts and plyable ofeRions;| 
draw ovr minds from the loue of this | 
preſent world, reack vs to ve it, as 
if we vſed it not, that wee haue hoe 
no continuing Citty, but to ſeeke 


that we may ſee whar is good, put! 


one to come, thar ſo wee may lecke 
for that Kingdome that cannot bee 
ſhaken , but eternall 11 the heanens, 

Lord reach vs to dothy wil, knit our 
heares-ynco thee tnat wee may feare 
thy name, 6 Lord heare, 6 Lord for- 
give, o Lord confider the complaint 
that we make vnto thee, andgiue a 
gractous anſwere vnto our prayers 
for the Lords ſake. And now O 
Lord we thanke thee cuen from the 


bottome of our hearts, for thy ine- |." 
ſtimable bl: flings wherewith in}. 
CunisrT Ifsvs thou haſtblefſed? 


foundation of the world, for 
Vocation, Iuftification, Sanfifica 
on and Preſeruation 3 and for that?" 


Y _—_ 


V3; for our EleStion before ey, 


. > 
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» thou - 
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thou haſt put in vs a hope of glorih- 
cation inthe life to come, Wethank 
thee more ſpecially for that thon 
haſt defended vs this night paſt from 
all perils and dangers, and haſt ſafely 
| brought vs tothe beginning of this 
| day: Now Lord wee humbly pray | 
| thee, keepe vs, and all that belong 
[voto vs, this day from all euill tha | 
may hurtvs ; ſet thy feare before our 
eies,& let thy ſpirit ſo rule our harts, 
that we may not fin againſt thee, As | 
for outward things we ſubmit our | 
ſelves to thy wiſe and fatherly pro-| 
nidence; onely we beſeech thee to | 
piue vs this day whatſocuer thou 
| knoweſt needfull and behoofefull 
r_ vs ; let vs not want thoſe things 
without which we cannot ſerue thee, 
bleſſe vs in our going out, and our 
comming in, and grant that whatſo. 
uer we ſhall chioke, ſpeake, or doe, 
may tend to thy glory, the gogd of | 
our brethren, and the comfort of our- 
owne conſciences, when we ſhall 
come to make before thee our laft | 


accounts. Bleſſethy — wy 


| 


; 
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(O Lord) and build it vp more and 
more in perfe&t beauty, diſappoinr 
the hope of the Papilts, let them pe- 
riſh, as many as haue euill will ar 
$yon: comfort them that mourne; e- 
ſpecially ſuch as mourne for finne : 
fulfil che defires of all thar truly long | 
and ſigh after thee, Bleſſe this good 
land in which weliue,make thy glo- 
rious Goſpell ro ſhine more & more 
vatillit be perfe&tday; Lord ſend ie | 
where it is not, and blefle it whereit 
is, that Babylon may fall, and never 
riſe yp againe:and tothis end ſtreng-| 
then the hand of thine annoynted 
ſeruant, and our dregd Soueraigne | 


IamEs, Lord make him to ſee and | 


know euery day more and - more 
what belongs vnto thy glory, what: 
belongs vnto his owne peace and 
ſafety; and Lord giue bim a heart 
that he may duely praQtiſe the ſame. 
Blefle likewiſe our gracious Queene 
ANNE, Prince CyHaRLEes, and 
the Count Palitine of Rhine, with 


the Lady EL1zABETH his wiſe, f*:: 
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--|Afift with thy ſpirit and grace all <3 
K 4 that Wy; : 
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that are in authority: ſanQifie all} 
thoſe whom thou imployeR in the 
Miniſtery, Be mercifull voto all that 
weare bound in duty to pray for, as| 
if we had named themia particular 
vntothee. Haſten the comming of 
Iesvs CuRisT, make ys cuer 
mindfull ofour laſt end, and of the 
reckoning that one day we are to} 
makeynto thee. And in the meane 
{ time, Lord make vs carefullro fol- 
lowCHarisrT inthe Regeneration | 
during this life, as that with Chriſt 
one day we may haue our portion in 
the reſurreQtion of the inſt, when this 
mortall life is ended. Theſe graces, | 
and all other blefhings which thqu 
knoweſt to be needfull for vs, O 
Lord we humbly begge and crave at 
thy hand, inthe name, and for the 
ſakealoneof Ixsvs CnxisTthy 
deare ſonne, and in that forme of 
Prayer which hee himſelfe hath 
taught vs, ſaying, Our Father which 
art in Heawen,Cc, 
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Lord God by whoſe gracious 
| ——— the night ſucce- 
deth the day, and the day the night, 
wee acknowledge thy wonderfull 
powertherin: foraſmuches day ynto 
day vttereththy goodnefle,andnight 
vnto night teacherh knowledge, O' 
Lord amongſt other thy mercies,' 
with which thou doeſt cuen follow! 
vs (moſt rebellious wretches) wee 
muſt needs acknowledge thar this is 
notthe leaſt, that we haue this liber= 
ty to come into thy preſence, O 
—_ wee come not now to excuſe 
our ſelues, but to accuſe our ſclues ; 
yea and to acknowledge that weare 


| which thy Iuſtice might moſt iuffly 
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worthy of all thoſe iudgements | * 


inflit ypon vs, our finnes they make | + 
| KY Vs 


285 


II — XX _— 


—— 


C_—_—_ _ —— 


An Enuening Prayer. 


WW 


vs leemevile in our eyes, how much 
more loathſome in thy fight? © 
Lord we muſt needs confeſſe that we 
| are ſo farre ynworthy to bee called 
thy ſonnes, as that we are not Wor- 
thy to be reckoned amongſt thy ſer- 
uantsz yea were it not that thou 
wert a God of mercy, and that thy 
mercy wereourrall thy workes, and 
doth extend it f{elfe cuen to poore 
| ſinners: we ſhould vtterly be diſcou- 
| raged in comming yntothee, conh- 
dering that our whole life hath been 

| bur a life of finne, and that. we hauc 
drunke downe iniquity as it were 
water, euer powring in, bur neuer 
| powring out our filthineſſe, O Lord 
| reach vs to valuethis mercy of thine 
: (IN aright, that thou haſt ſpared vs-ſo 
; long, and giuen vsſolargea time of 
repentance, that thou haſt not pre- 
uenred vs with death in the time of 
our.ignorance, & hardnefle of heart, 
-4as' many haue beene before vs: O 
A*XEord its thy mercy not our worthi- 
-"Hefc; Thus haft thou ſhewed thy 
"I > be a God of mercy, one that 
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delighterh in the proſperity of thy 
ſeruants. Now Lord we humbly en. 
treat. thee that thou wouldſt pardon 
and forgiue vs all our fins and offen- 
ces, baththem in the bloud of thy 
Sonne,naile them to his Crofle, bind 
them in abundle, and throw rhem | | 
downe into the bottome of the ſea, | 1 
tharthey may neuer riſe vp againſt 
M | vs, cither inthis world to accuſe vs, 
| or in the world ro come to con- 
demne vs, O Lord we are heartily | ' 
ſorry that we haue abuſcd thy bleſ- | 2 
fings, prophaned thy Sabaoths, de- 'F- 
ſpifed thy word, and quenched thy 
Spirit : Fortheſe and the like (blel- 
ſed father)we condemne our ſclues, 
do not thou therefore marke them; | WE 
nor deale not with vs as we haue de- ALES 
ſerued, bur teach vs to riſe Vp agaiaft 
our finnes, that our warre with 
them may affure vs that we haue 
peace with thec: O Lord we abhorre | 
our ſelues, for to vs belongs nothing | 
bur ſhame and confuſion of face for] ++} 
ever: and we do humbly increat thee{ 12 tb 
|folookypon vs inthy ſogCu rI8T}. +. 
| Iesys* 
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Its vs, Oletthe e chaſt.ſement of our 
prace bee vpo?n him, and heale ys 
through his ſtripes ; Lord ler vs ever 
remember our latter end, and the 
ftraight reckoning that we miſt ren. 
dervnto thee one day : andinhealth| 
and proſperiry to thinke of a time 
| of ficknefſe and aduerſity; and eſpe- 
cially good Lord deliver ys in the 
houre of temptation, that when Sa- 
"_ his afſaulcs ſhall be oreateſt, as 
his policy is when wee are weakeſt, 
and icaſtableto refit him, that cy 
power may then appeare in our 
weakneſle, that theſe things may not. 
ouertake vs as a ſnare; butthat wita| 
the wile virgins we may in fome fore] 
bt preparcd for the comming of 
CurisT Its vs the ſweet Bride. 

| 2r00me of our {oules. -And to chat| 
end we may haue comfort both now 

and at thar time, goe forward wee 
humbly pray thee, with the worke 
| of our new birth, that thou haſt be- 
gunin vs, and ncuer take away thy 
| hand encill ſuch time as thou haft 
| —_ an cad of it, And now O Lord 

having 
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having in the firſt place ſought thy 
kingdome, and the righteouſneſſe 
thereof, give vs leave in the r.ext 
place toſeeke thy fauour in outward, 
things : firſt according to our Cty, 
we giue thee barty thanks andpraile 
for that thou haft this day preſerued 
ys from all cuill and danger : wee 
humbly pray thee take care ouer v$ 
this night, and defend. vs from that 
roaring Lyon, who night and day 
goeth about ſeeking whom he may 
deuoure, take thou vs this right in- 
to thy bleſſed tuition ; we know that 
thou doſt neither ſlumber nor ſlcepe, 
keege vs cyen wn our ſleepe from be- 
jo onmindfull of thee, that wheas 
ſocuer thou ſhalt call for vs by thi 
generall Alarum of thy. iudgemrnr, 
wherher art mid-nighr, at Cocke- 
crowing, or at the dawring of the 
day, we may be found ready to ac- 
company the Bridegroome ivto the} . 


X 


Marriage-chamber, And tothis end{+- 

| Lord ſanRiific our leepvriro vs, thatf%%; © 
by.it weemay bee the -berrer ing} be] 
abled toperforme the duties. of og fi” 
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next day; and night ard day being 
guided by thee, chey way fit vs and 
prepare vs forthat day of thine, that 
ſhall never giuerlacero night. And 
we beſrechthee O Lord to be mer. 
cifull l;kewiſe tothy whole Church, 
| heare rhe cries of thine eleR, heare 
(the mourning of all ſuch as mourne 
in Syon, let the cri:'s of thy children 

cry downe the cries of the finnes of 

(this land :and bereconciled vnto vs 
O Lord our God inthe multitude of 

thy mercies, that ſo thou maiſt con. 
tinue ſtill a mercifull God voto this 
land, the vineyard which thy owne 
right hand hath planted, Preſeruec 
our gracious King, bleſſe and p1ef- 
 perthe Queene, the hopefull Prince 
Charles,Princely Palſgraue of Rhexe, 
with the Princeſle Elizabeth his wile, | 
And as thou haft crowned them with 
worldly honor vpon earth, ſo dire 
jthem vato that more glorious 
Crowne in heaucn, Bleſſe the Nobi- 
liry and Magiftracie of this Land: 
Proſper the worke of thy Goſpel] in | 
the hands of thy Miniſters. And. 
% good | 
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good Lord gwevs all grace to vee 
one of thoſe wiſe virgines, that our 
heagts may be prepared like alam 
furniſhed with Faith and good workes 
like Oyle to meet the Lord Ifsys 
Cuni1sT the Bride-groome of our 
ſoules,there to ſee the felicity of thy 
choſen,& to reioice with the ioyof 
thy people ; To whom with thee 
6 Father and thy bleſſed Spirir 
be all honor ,glory,might, 
maiefty and domini- 
on, henceforth 
for euer, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


